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Chriſtian Reader, „„ rh TIM 

T was net the defign of the Lord's Serwant who Preachid 
ot *heſe folowing Sermons, to have them thus publiſh : 
Y. Lind if he had ſurvived the publiſhing of them, and f 
i ot her Sermons already Printed, (and through importunit) 


: © had condeſcended they ſbould be put 10 the Priſi) they would, 


wo deubr,. have come forth more refined, and better digeffei: 
and therefore li ineriated, Courteons Reader, rathimtake in 
e part that which is intended for the Publick Good, thai 


#0 carp ut any thing-which doth not (ati;fie thine own Geniui, 


- eonfidering that what thou haft here, was Gleaugd by aGhurch- 
writer, gathering tages ber the Subſtance of the matter from thi 
Mouth of the Speaker, And although. for the moſt part, the 
© Expreſſions be the ſarue as they were ſpoken : yes Conſidering 
bat Preaching” and Writing have their ſeveral Ornaments, 
Fut rhings which art enlivened by the Expreſſion of the Speok* 
, [emerimes taketh well : which being temmitted te the Im- 
Tren of rhe Prefs, ſeemeth flat, ſuperflueur, digreſſive ava 
© redundant ; The talen, Temper of the Speaker, in delivering 
- bis Meſſage by word, carrying bim ſomstimes withipt the li- 
wilt and contexturer of the 01dinary method. m 

Ache. Sermons were delivered with meekneſs and zeal, 


aer off al carping prejudices, and to haue thy heart bare 
© wing dieb Ziel, tb the conſuming of Sevl depreſſing dulneſi. 
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J Odlineſs is ſo ſublime and Divine a thing, 
and doth ſo highly elevat the Believer, tag 


. 


conceivable pitch of Dignity, as te be made like unte [ 
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round ys, yet the blind heart cagnor ſee it, becauſe Þ 
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mend and ingratiat it ſelf; to any who-do not cloſe 
their eyes. And amongſt all the beautiful effects and 
. Þirts of godlineſs, this duty and grace vf prayer is not 
he leaſt and doth not a little commend it, & though it 
& appear ſometimes little amongſt the thouſands pf the 
1 kg the Spirit; yet out bf it have come excellent 
- Shiogs, and it hach not counted it preſumption to 
- Tompare it ſelf with the higheſt and ch 

| nd talk with God, with the holy and bleſſed Trinity; 
Eyes, and that as often and freely as the Chriſtian plez- 


Arth: for there is a door of acceſs Banding always open, 


by which we may enter in and communicate, and im- 
$ 125 our thoughts to God, and to have bim making 
n 


on his mind to us. O this is à digaity and a pri- 
edge that hath b:en purchaſed unto us, at an infi · 
Lite rate and value, even the precious Blood of Chriſt; 
© For. no deubt, the doer of our acceſs unto God, is 


- through the vail of his fleſh: And werethis more deep: 
Jy engraven upon our Spitits, we ſhouſd improve this 

ignity more, did we once believe the unſpeakable 
ighneſs. of this duty of prayer, and the incomprehen- 


upon our ſelves,” as unworthy to lift up our eyes to 
| Heaven, becauſe we have reproached him ſooften. 
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„ 0 iefeſt. It is that 
no doubt) by which a Soul is elevated to converſe 
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J „„ 
zn all, and imploying God in nothing; So, that our 
bleſſed Lord may propoſe that unanſwereble challenge 
uind queſtion to many of us, Hitherto have ye arhed nathing * 
in my nome, Jeb. 6. 24, And what is this practice, bus 

involving of our ſelyes.in that woful curſe, Curſad 

| The man that trufteth in man, and maketh fleſb his arm, w 

heart deparieth from thi Lord; Should the living [eek the | 

dead and mot their Grd? whe giveth to men all ching: liberelly 
to enjoy, Fer. 17. f. Were we dwelling more undet tha 
ſpiritus] impreſſion of our utter inability. and 1mpo= 
tency to Taye our ſelves, and that compleat ability 1 
and infinite power which is in him to help us, we 
would bind this Przcions Command of Prayer as a chaim 
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of gold about our neck, and make it an erngment of gras 
#9 our head, Prov. 4,9+ We mould certainly. be Con» IF 
ſtrained try forth, Al rho: the Lard hath. commended | 
u db, Dent. 4, 27, And pray that there may be 
ſuch a lies it given to us, as 2 bh dur practice corte- 
ſpolſdent unts our reſoJutions. „„ 
Ot Whit a glorious and unſpes kable dignity: ſups 
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pale you it to be, to be daily. having your walk in 
Heaven, in thoſe beautiful-fireets that art al paved with i 
i 1auſparent gold; and to be converfing with him, whoſe 
BB fellowſhip is of more infinite worth than all imperial 
dignities. A Chriſtian that is much exerciſed in Prayer, 
un hays this to ſay when, he is paſſing thorow the M 
| I} gates of death, to Tong and endleſxeternity, that He is | [- 
or te change his place, but not his company; Hea« | 
ven may be to him but a bleſſed Tranfition to a more 
* conſtant and immediat enjoyment of God. O-what a 

t bleſſed day ſuppoſe ye it o be when ye ſball be gltos 
ether without che reach of the neceſſizy of this duty, 
© If und noble exerciſe of the grace of Prager N. For tho 
ebe ablefed and moſt d vine exerciſe, yet it invol ves an 
mperfeCtion in its boſom; and ſo it miſt needs pas 
h Y way, ben ebe which if perfil rowe;; 1 Fer. 3.1% 
te be much in correſpondence wit him, and za 
8g = manmaining,.cotumunten and -fellowſhip with him, Ml 
„h aud it were te fl. 4-1 of bis king, yea mare, 
1 15 . l 5 'A 3 5 * 515 : $a RF falt; 
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Je ſees fit in his wiſdom for your gbd, bilitoing be will grant 
Hen, Mat. 21..21. and will net at all deny you. We 
{- "Conceive there is not ſuch a comprehienſive promiſe 
1 to any duty as this: in à männer, it is the 


R 
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What is included here? All things, no doubt, for your 
| good are here inclnded,+and nothihy of that kind is ex- 


er which we ſtand in need of, and much more they 
 Thoul# come ſhort of that which he is willing to give; 
© and therefore we are bleſſed in this, that he walketh 


= dut” by chat precious rule of his free and gondeſcen- 
- ing grace, for he is able to give ; us ixceeding abun- 
= Wavtly eve af that we are able ts atk or think, Eph.3- 0 


dem? Believe it, I could give no anſwer ſo ſutable as 
ger. And if it were asked, ſecondly, what dught ro 
be the great and eminent exerciſe of a Chriſtian while 
he is here? It is prayer, pray. above all things, and abu 
= althings prayer. I mean true, ſerious, ſincere, and not 
- Gypoctitical prayer: 2 pleafin retiring and diverting 
bu felves from all other things, to wreſtle with God; 
| to leave our ſervants and our aſſes at che foot of che 


b eur idols under the vail. of Sichew, and to waſh our 
> felves from our pollutions, when we go up to Bet hel: 
to return from the confuſed nojſe of the multitude of 
Hur affairs, unto the, pleaſant delighting our. ſelves in 
L God. A Chriſtian (the ſound of whoſe feet is much 
heard in the Streets of the New Jeruſalim, who in a 
| eee is anticipating che time of his endleſs enjoy. 
ment of It ; and who is daily bringing down Heaven 
| unto Earth, or ratherelevating himſelfrowardsHeaven, 
ting or Tuch an endleſs Command as this, pray with- 
een, Rom, 124 12: ) i confiratned to cry enn, 
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; | Wharſeover , ail in his Name, according te his will, 4 what | 


Sweer compend and epitome of all Chriſtün promiſes: 
C cluded. We confeſs, if our enjoy ments were regulzt 
| according ts out deſires, they ſhould come far ſhort of 


net in diſpenſations to us by the rule of our deſices, i 


i ye would ask what is the gteat and eminent exerciſe 
| Which a Chriſtian onght to have while he is here be. 


Mount, until we go up and werſhip God, and bury ö 


WE 
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Lund eber is man thet thou ſhould be mindful. of him? Or 
the Son of man that theu fbould viſit him, and that thou þ 


un would lgok upon all the duties of 8 under - 
right notion and spprehenſion, certainly 


forth. pray without ceaſing, will cry out, This is 4 hard 


 Jaying,” who can bear it? Joh. & 60. W ought to ſtudy 
hat it was to be bound in ſpirit, till he go to priyer; 
believe me, that man is not much taken up in the be 


Now being come ta the, Words, having fpeken at 
large of that radical and nob Fat 
come to ſpeak of this excellent Graes of er; and N 


- going” befyre.” the Text may remove this \miſtoke 
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ſo highly magnified him, Pſal. 8. 4, I conceive if a Chrifti® 


e will rather 
take them up as his dignity, than his duty, aud rather 
as the ſingular Tokens and fignifications of the infinit " 
reſpe& and love of God towards him, than any ways 

given and commanded him. Seing by the praQtice of | 
them, we ſhall teſtifie our thankfulneſs and obedience 
towards him; ſurely it were our ſervitude, and not 
our liberty, to be freed from this hleſſed and glorions 
work of his Commandments» ' O what a bondage were 

it for an immortal Soul, not alwiſe to be living in a fi- 
re& line of ſubordinatien te bim; but = natural man 
hearing of this decrce and command of God coming 


to be ſubordinat ro God, and in ſu je dion unt no- 
thing which m3y. hinder our ſubordination unto bim, 
and he who counts the ſervice of the Lord a wearineſs, 
and deth ſnuff at it, as it were; and who never knew Wl 


diene of this noble and moſt excellent commandment, 
pray wit heut ceaſing. . ds 11 


le Grace of Faith; we ate | 


would have none of you miſtaking the natyre of this 
Command, or excellent Grace; or to 'conceiverthav 
the Apoſtle doth here ſo compendiſie and abridge 
Chriſtians Duties, as to confine them within this one! 
duty and grace of prayer, fo that we fhould conſtamiy 
ind perpetually be taken up in this exerciſe, and fall 
neglect the exerciſe of allSother duties. No, ſurely 
this is not the meaning of the words: for the word 
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© Rejoyce rwe, 1 Theſ, 5.16, But we coficei 

e ðͤ 
Firſt, Ther in all our Jawful diverfions and inter- 
„ rußptions ten this divise exerciſe and imployment in 
this noble Duty and Grace of Prayer. we may be keep- 
jag dur ſelhes in a praying frame and diſpeſition, 10 
that when occaſion preſents it ſelf to us, e may re- 
tire our ſelves from the noiſe ef gur ſecular affairs, 


berwirt the time ehe ir converſing with God, ard 
heir Addreſſes \ hrone, gives leave to wander 
ter many vain 1 


bei of thu World ;-\ fo that. (ina manner) they 


e duty of Prayer, whick doth require much divine 
bſtragneſs from the world, 3nd the things thereof, 
F and much cowpoſedneſs- of Spirit, rhich our in» 
: Folving of our ſelves tog mueh in our er. 
ds but by the way belong to us) doth fo much ir- 
F . ang hinder us; and this exhortation proy with- 


tion, nor state of Life, wherein we can be placed, 
being much in the exerciſe of this noble and excellert 
duty of the Grace of Prayer- Eor if we be under bonds, 
we mutt pray that we may be*enlarged ; and if he'ift 
- up the light of his countenance upon us, we muſl pray 


and 40 exe to our {elves « dwelling in the duſt, when 
he crefeth to us a Throne in Heaven, and to be en- 
- abled oct ta tir him up, nor awake him before he 
ae; GOD hath in the depth of bis infinite wiſdom 
and yoſcarchable love-rownrds man,. ſo ordered it, 
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re it holds | 


And cenverſe with bim; a practice. unknown to the 
moſt part of the Chriftiens of this Generating, o 


Pertinencies, and to ve. abroad io ; 
the path'of their Idols and to entangle themſelves with | 


© are incapacitated for this holy and divine exerciſe cf, 


- au? ceaſing, holds forth unto us that there is no condi. 


chat entemesh us from the neceſſity and obedience of 


Thar we may be helped to walk humbly with GOD, 


© phat continual dependende upon him is both our duty 


affairs that 
8 | We: 


„And then ſecondly, it holds out this, ya: us, that 
our buſineſs, and or 


fo 


ſix to bleſs he Preaks.forth, with 
' I have waited for thy Salvationg O Lord, * 
ther was this myſtery ynto godly Nebemiab why while: * | 


n 


Ons CN web ant 


in publick, and ih our praying one with another, is ei- 
ther our Atheiſm 7 or out pride; we being more afraid -- i 
to ſpeak before men, nor to Fee God, Which 
is our Arheiſm; ſo that our blenco is rather from our 
reverence of men; than from our reverence of Gad. 
And then our pride hinders us from it, we being afraid, ''Y 
left going about chat duty, we diſeover out nakednels, i 
ind make dur ſhame to appear; and in dur impetti- 
nent deny als of our obedience unto this deſire, we 
udy to cover the matter Vith a. pretext bf humilicy, ... 
ind to gain reputation mengſt men, 'thar pride 1s hM 
frota que eyes, and chat we Will walk Tow, when im 
the mean time we ſit on high places; and certainly if 
that which dot ſo much abſtruct our liberty, und ou 


tavin g. accefs uato God in our Pra ing one with anos,” 
ther, iu our greater fear of theſe befar e whom wepray,”” 1 
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„  Dirt8im and nftigativnn, 


6f 
= Sing impreflion of « Deity upon our hearrs, would 
| mike us to get this overcome. Of it is out pride that 
| Hinders\us from high thoughts of Gad, and hinders 
and Interrupes this holy and divine exerciſe of the 


ue, which we ſo much adote : and abont the ader. 
ning of which, and ber ſilver ſhrines (to ſpeak ſo) 
much of our talk and labour is ſpent; we ftill propoſ- 
ing that woful end in all our A& 

our ſelf, and attaining reputati®n amongſt men; and 
> Therefore it comes to paſs, that there is little or no 
advantage redounding to us by the exerciſe . 
er: ſo that we may ſay that which one ſpake to 
ther purpaſe, Cum inter hunive: fui minor bem redivi, 
e may ſay this, that when we have been amongſt 
= Ehriſtiens, we do oftentimes return leſs. Chriſtians, 
tit in our praying one with another we be anſwe⸗ 
ed according te the idols jof ovr heart, and have li- 
„Berty of words, and perhaps ſome. real acceſs to the 
+ Throne of Grace, when WW lifrs us up, ws lift up 
dur (elves, bring exelted above meaſure, and ſacrificing to tur 


iin the Temple of our hearts, proving our ſelves to be 
but empty wines, bringte forth fruit unte our ſelves, Hi) 
+ 80. 1, And hene it is (if Chriſtian will obſerve it) 
| Shat he doth net much advance in the work of mor? 
| Eificatien by his publick enlargements, and that the 

power of iniquity in him is not much reſtrained Y 
eit, but preſently after his weeping over himſelf 
{for ſome ſhort-coming, ſome new temptation preſen- 
ning it {clf unte him, involves him in the like, or (it 
may. be) in 4 worſe fig : asd, ocdinarly our publick 
[ enjoyments and enlargemients are, not conſtant. and 
permanent by our. quenchiog his holy Spirit. How- 
Lever, by. the way we would: fay-chat which a Heathen 
Hid, it is muck for a man to be as ſcrious . in the 
pamerciſe of his mind, and affections in purſuing after 
ele, duties, as when: he is in company, and chat 


which 
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kim Whom we pray co; and no doubt, the 


Grace of Prayer, even our ſelves; which is the great 


ions, the exalting of 


Sou mm. 0 


own net, and making a ſecret feaſt to our Degon, Wich- 


07 
a 


| "elf, oy 


7 ce» #8 


Vi 
. 


which exceedi 


tification of our Idol? what divine ee e and 


wokul neglecting and ſinful ſuſpending of the exe. 


ile dani fas, & UG 
agly hinders a man's obedience when 


he is alone unto this command, Fray without ceaſing, is 


7 * 


either the want of a ſolid convidtion of the neceſſitx 
of this duty, or elſe it flows from a nat being convin- 
ced of tho advantage that may be found in this exexeiſe· 
ol our ſecreet retirements with God, and abſtraſtin | 
our ſelves from the noiſe of the World, to converſe 
with him. What joy in the holy Ghoſt ? what mor* 


might we attain to by this? As likeways We may 
ſupetadd this, the want of the ſolid conviction of theſe 
unſpeakable difadvantages,that ate to be found in ous 


likeneſs of the Lord's Bleſſed and glorious Imags i 


ciſe of this duty when we are alone, which are heſt 
known to theſe who are meſt converſant with ro | 
own Spirit; but ſure we are, through the ſleacbfulngſs - 
of our hands our houſes dreppeth thorrow, and our building d "Bl 
decay :; and we are become remarkable ſervants unts-.? 
our luſte-and corruptians. EE 
Now is there any of yon that at the very reading of 
theſe words, pray Without ceaſmg, may not retire him» Bi 


udge himſelf eminently guilty of the breach 


\ 


of this Commandment and excellent Duty? that 
whereas Eliphsz did accuſe Job, Thou raſtraineſt prayer bes: i 
fore God, Job 15. 4. Surely he may juſtly charge it ws | 
pon many; yea and alas! upon the moſt part of the 
Chriftians of this Generation, there are many, I fear 
here, who do paſs under the notion of Saints and real 
Chriſtians. who did never much ſtudy. to obey this 
Command; there are many here who need nor much 
Arithmetick to calculate all their Prayers that they 
ave pourgd out before his Throne. O whichtr 1s 
your Devotion gone? If Dovid and Daniel were now 
live, would not their praftice condbdmn the Chriſti. 
ans of this Generation, who Morning .at Noomand ax 
Evening tide; did call-upon him, yes in the fileng 
atches of the Night, and at midnight did riſe a 
Juk dein dualer, who civs/ uns hit 109: Meir ag ans 
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Dielen a ee 1 
ee theirefliSion? we conceivt alfo;if Anna that 
recious Woman were now alive, to whom that eee If * 
nt teſtimony is ire eech 2 37. Ste wan widow a- 


wt forrfeore four jears,whb departed not from theTemp!e, 
# ferwed God with feln 4 praying night and day; 


ightthe not proyock many women; yes & all men ard 


omen,unto an holy emulation in-thisfoſiogular ind di. 
ne # practice ? - Alas, there is none now-adays upon 
hom ſo brave a teflimonie could be paſſed 25 upon 


tr. We muſt-cither-conceive, that the way to Heaven 


more caſic chan it was before in Ancient time, or elſe 
at there is not fo much delight and ſolace to be had in 


m, 71 3 Proc 2 7 of 3 Llietle. 
wer of Life that tout hm beneath the Throne of God, yea w 
d of its fcetneſs, mbich- cauſerb#he lid of thoſe thr ment 
ales to ſpeak; we Would be moretaken up in giving expre 
alen unto'this precious command of Prayer; and Wheln 
we were ſl:eping more in the bed of Love, we would ſo the 
lefs ſleepivg in the bed of Seeurity; we would like. the mi 
iſe embrace: mofe abſiraRedneſs froin the world, and the ſo 
ore familiat ity with '$odr-- O, but our viſits are rare, the He 
cauſe we ore not-conſtant in prayer, zud fer vent in I 'admir; 
Irit, ſecking the” Lord; It is no wonder* that we forget” loſes t 
hat an One he is. beezuſe it is long ſince we did be : erciſe; 
10 him: We way forget his form and lovelineſs, there I that v 


ſucha' number of days and woful ſpace. of time inter: 


And er 


ing betwint our enjoyment of hi. lee 
Now we fall not dwell leng in pointing eut unto you I enn ſpe 
hat prayer id, ve conceive it is a ſweet . Cleayet 
d + Trafficking ef the ſoul betwizt. emptineſs ſoconf 
& fulnefs,betwixt want and all - ſufficiency, and betwixt of him 
r inability to help out ſelves, und hisability:to help u; I. ten oy! 
cone, deep calling unto the other deep, I ip ſhort; I vithaþ 
is « $ou's cooference with Goc. Pd t 
Neither ſhal we ſtasd in n you, I cannot 
et it is che duty ofa @hriftien to be much taken up If 7,67 þ 
the continual exerciſe of this duty of prayer, the Text I t. 


th jafficiently prove it; Bat; we ſhalloply for the more 
l of hb paint ontone place: of Scripture, 14 
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hat is in Epbeſ 6-18. where we are exhorted topray with 
manner r & ſupplication & c. which we conceive "i 
6 be under ed both of publick and privat prayer, avd Ml 
hat we ſhould watch to the exerciſe of both theſe, aud 
hat we ſhould not be in the exerciſe of. theſe by farts :-M 
ind fits, but that we ſhould continue in them with al! 
perſeverance; a5 the Text doth clearly hold fort. 
Neither fhall we icfift: lopgin ſpeaking: untd this; I 
what is the ſpirit-of prayer; We conceive it doth not MM 
fand in that promptneſs and yolubilify of language that i 
we uſe before him, for there may be much of that, and 
ittle of the ſpirit ; and upon the conttair, thergę may be 
ittle of that, ot nothing at all and yet much of the ſpiritgg'Y 
yea we are certain that the ſpirit 3s ſometimes an impedin 
nent unto much languages for either in our preſenting br 
:xprefſing our grief before God, our ſpirits are ſ@ overs 
vhelmed-within us, nd ſo*troubled,that we cannot ſpeak, © 
o thet ſighs, or ſilent groans are rather our oratory,than ll 
the multitude of words: So likewiſe in theexercife of joy, 
the ſoul-is ſo filled, and in & manner overſhaddowed with 
the Holy-Ghoſt that the Chtiſtian is rapt. ap. in holy -8 
admiration aud aſtoniffiment; ſs that ia a manner he 
loſes not only the exerciſe of invention, but alſo theex= #8 
erciſe of ſpeech 3 he is (0 much taken up in gazitg: ax il 
that which he-doth enjoy, and in a. pleaſant. beholdivge MM 
and contemplation of kim who hath taviſned him 1s 
tne of his eyes, and with one chain of bis-nech,:. ſo that he 
canſpeak'no more. but. beginticth to wonder, his tongue 
cleayeth-to the roof of his mouth, and his. judgment is 
loconfounded with the ar wen ſweetneſs and glory 
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of him that appeareth, «nd his affection doth fo ſwelland | 
rug over all Its banks, that in a manners heis.cloathed: 
vith a blefſed impoſſibility to have the uſe of hit tongue, 
ind | therefore it beglus te admire that Which be 
cannot ſpeak ; however. he that I e : Þ 
ies hath nothing gverg and be that hath little, bark ne: 


LL ſpeak much; if we fpeak more wit! 
chat vaio prolixity that we have in this duty of przyer, ee 
3 be much compendized end abridged. Neither 
mall we ſpeak long on this, how mnch it is of a Chriſtians m 
|concertiment to be convinced of the abſalute neceſſity | W 
Of Mediator,and of d days man, that muſt lay his hand  Þ: 
pod us in all our approaches to God, and truly we con · l 
© ccive, if many of you were poſed when laſt the decp U 
a g“ of the need that you have of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and of him that hath taken that glorious Titie and At. 
© tribute anto himſelf of being the Counſellor, Iſai. 9: 6. 
were engraver upon your ſpirits, when ye went to prayer, 
von ould find it « diffi-ulty to fall d pon the number. IN © 
of the days ; and I conceive that the want of the right Je 
E apprehienfions aud uptskings of God, and of our lelycs,'s £ @ 
| the Treaſon why this great myſtery aud divine duty ef . 
the Goſpel, ti wit, the imployipg of Jeſus Chriſt in pray- lit 
er, is fo greet a myſtery both unto our Judgments and If 4 
| affeRtions, However know, that this is a duty belonging I 
boch to your knayyiedge and practice, There are many I ® 
Chriſtiang' who to their own apprehedſions have made If Vi 
rest progreſs inthe conrle of Chriſtianity, who yet © u 
me turn back and learn that great and fundamental ſeſ· I © 
gon te call on his Name; ſure we are, were this more 2 
believed, that God is 5conſurning fire, without Jeſus Chriſt; I be 
e ſhould got be ſo preſaraptuouſly bold as to:epproach ' IN it, 
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before God either in publick or iu . rat without- hiw, N 
5 0 * - 7 
bo by biz bloud muſt quench this divine flame, nd who f 
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e meDuy of ,, 1 
muſt remove that Augel that ſtands with the faming WM 
ſwor 4 in his hand, marr ing our ways ror 3,0 chriſt muſt 
de to us Melchiſederk, 4 King of rightebusneſ; and of peace, + | 
He no doubt, is that Tryfting place in which Gadand 
figners mult meet: he is that glorious ladder that 
reaches from heaven to earth, by which'we muſt aſeead 
up to God; his humanity (which is the foot of the 
ladder ) is the door of our acceſs by which we mut 
aſcetidup to the top, which is his Divinity ; we did once Ml 
by "our iviquity fix a gulf betwixt God and us: but 
Jew Ebrift by taking on onr nature, did make a golden 
ridge ever that gulf, by which we may go over and 
converſe with Goc. - 9”. + a 


And firſt, Surely want of the conviction of this, doth WM 
make us come with leſs confidence unto him, for upon ³⁵⁶ 
what ean you build your hoes except it be upon'that- nl 
lone of Iſrael, and on his BeloVedSon in whom be ts w 10 = 
pleaſed? Mat. 3. 17. Weought to reſt upon him who is ME 
is that Immanuel. God with Is. ] 

2 As likewiſe the want of this, is the cauſe of the 
little reverence that you have to God in your approaz . Þ 
ches unto him; for did we once take him up under this 

Lotion, how inaceſſible God is, except he be made es 

eſſible by him. who is the Way, the Huth and the Life, il 
Joh: 14, 5. 0! how would we fearto draw near zoſuch * 

; if © holy God; 3 Des waccb a 8 We 4 


3: And this likewiſe is the oceaſion of the little de- 
lieh we have in \converfing' with him, we arc perſwa - 
that there is no delight jn this bleſſed exerciſe, but 
: If through him. who is the vI/ien of peace. betwixt the Father Þ 
wa us, bis divine nature is an impreguable rock which 
* cannot ſcale but by his humane nature and we muff 
t Nuke nfe of Chriſt in all our april ey to God, not 
oy as onewho muſt give us acceſs unto him, ind open 
I door unto us, aps ee gy muſt enter into.the i 
; BY tolieft of all ( he muff draw aſide the vailthat is hangs MW 
e over his face, and we mut ga in walking zt his 
» Wick as is clear, Rem t5 21 But ne muff evil 1 
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F..16 ©  . Dye2v.ad Inflgatn. 
” *.one by whom we muſt be enabled td do every thing he 
 .calleth for dt our hands, If the faith of that ſeyiog 
which is in Jeb 15: 5: Without me je con do nuhing, 
Were more deeply engtaven nᷣpon. and ſtamped upontlie 
„ kadle of our hearts e we would be walking alongſt our 
# pilgrimage with the ſentence of death in our boſom, 

And have out confidetice fixed on him above; For the; 
iz not only an inability ip our ſelves to do any thing, 
” but alſo wearecloRhcd with a weful - impoſſibility, 23 
that worddoth hold forth, Pithont me je can do not hing. 
And cetfainiy the lower we will deſcend in the thought; 
= of our ſtrentgh, we are the more fit to reczive this 
divine influence from him, by which we are capacitated 
rendered able for the doing of every duty. We WW" 
itt likewiſe. make uſe of Jeſus Chriſt is all our ap« 
= proaches unto God, ag one before whom all aur prayers. 

© muſt de accepted; before him. The ſaerifices of Jud:h 

=cannot come up with acceptance upon thatGolden Altar 
© defore the Throne, except they be preſented-by. bim 

= who is that great Maſter of © Requeſt, this is eleat from 

© Kev: 8:. where by the Angel that js ſpoken of there. We 

= underſtand to be the Meſſenger df the Covenant; and by 
& that incenſe, we underſtand the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, I thi 
E which is that precious vail that is ſpread over theſe etc 
ſinful impetfectiobs of our duties, which they muſt be If abc 
mixed with, before they be an acceptable ſavour unto 4 
Sed. 0! how doth he abominat and;abhorall our prayers tak 
ik 1 this precious ingredient, chat ſreet ſmel- Wit 
ling Incenſe, the a our. blefſed Lord Jeſus © tt 
E- Chriſt, it is he that doth remove all theſe rovings and 1 e 
ei impertinegcies. of gur that we bave in the I be i 
E oxcrciſe. of that duty. and doth preſent them in a more I "cls 
divine frame aud cqutexture; de Yeduces them in z 
| few. words, and _ makes them moreeffcual for the 0b-, 
© taioing of our requeſts; If the conſideration of this were © ay 
more with us. O how would it makeJeſus Chriſt more 
precious in eur eyes? As likewiſe it would diſcoverunto vs 
- more abſolute 0 our N Wa 
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865 the Duty of Praj#, 


evil, but alwiſe good af believers before his Father, 


nof{ithſtanding he hath oftentimes. ſpoketireproofs + 


unſcarchableFrace of Chriſt, and of his infinit Tore to · 
wirds ſinnets that the voice of complaiping; on them 
was never heard in heaven: Chriſt he never ſpike 


to themfelves', that is clear from Job; 17 32 
where giving an account of the carriage aud practice of ⁶ 
his Diſciples unto his Father, he doth excecdingly com, Ml 
mend the it faich and their carriage towards him, and 
ſeith, They have received me, and have known (urely that 1 
cave out ſrom thee, and they bate believed that thou didft » 
ſend me, and yet in Joh: 14: 1: he doth challenge their nl 
unbelief; the one ſpeech he directeth to God his Father, | 
ind the other he d ite cteth unto tbem. Layein a manreF,” 
doth filence ail the noiſe of compliints with him aug 
maketh him always breath out love in his expreſſions ᷑ 
of them before the Threne. He will be whiles f * | 
roughly to belfevcrs here ta themſelves, but to fay with? 3 Þ 
reverence to his ble ſſed Name, he never telleth any ill : 
tale of them behind their bacckkæks. * Ml 
But now we ſhell inſiſt a little in pointing out what 3 
things are convenient and fuitable for a Chriſtian to ex» 
efciſe himſelf unto, before he go about this divine © 
ind holy duty is canverſivg and ſpeaking to God. 1 


And firſt, We think a Chriſtian before he come aud 


take upon him this holy and divine exerciſe pf talking -1 


with Sed, he muſt be much in thefexerciſe of medi- 


n tation, not only of the inconceivable highneſs and digni- 1 
ly of the Glorious and ine xpfęſſible Perſon; with wem 


be isto converſe, but alſo udn the inconeeivable biſe- f 
„ves, and lowneſsof himbelf ; ſg that by the conſſderati- | 


Jen of the highneſs of the one, he may be pfovock d, 
„ retenee, and by the eonfiderativn of the other, he | 
may be provock'd to loathiog.. 7 bt tc Þ 


3 


to have à deep impreſſion of theſe thin;s which heis 
to make the matter of his ſupplication of to God, and 
o have them engraven upon his heart; and truly we 
. ink the want of this, is oftestimes-the occaſionof thee 
FU OOO ͥ T 
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I. 4 Chriſtian before he o to prayer, would flully 1 
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JJ and” Tiftigations” 8 4 
noful evil of lying unto the Holy Ghoſt, tor we complain Wa 
ia prayer, aud Perſonet or counterfeſt..reſeritment for 
| theſe things, which never before was the grief of our 
' _ hearts. Oftentimes-we ſpeak many-things with cur 
„lips, ere we ſtudy to have | out Keatts enditing theſe 
F ſons that we ſpeak. And likewiſe in the "exerciſe of 
| \ bleſſing and praiſing him, from the conſideration of a. 
ny great or defircable-mercy, we do petſonate.and feige 
joy from the conſideration of theſs things, which bei 
fore we nevermade the matter of our joy: becauſe 
they never were much the matterof our conſideration, 
It were no doubt, the great advantage of the Chriſti 5 
un inthe excrciſe of Prayer to be much taken up in, 
the obedience of this Command, Eccleſ, 3. 2. Be nim 
rab with thy mouth, and let not thy Reart be haſty bi 
bet er any thing befare God, for God it in Heaven, and, 
don upon earth, therefore Tet thy words be few. Seldonfifi. 
goth the Chriftian talk or Speak with God, but if he 
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bad as much grace asto reflect ugon it, he may be ig 


Þ convinced that he is uttering things that ere not fit to M 
|  beſpokents God: O to be ſtudying that divine Abridę 
meat of our prayers, which no doubt, would ſpeak no- 
thing before hin, but what our Hearts doth Ioditeſſ e 
there is ſomething! of this holden ont in the practice. 
of David, Pſal. 45. 1. Where he beginneth with that, 

þ My beard doth indite "a goed Matter: and then he ſab. % 
Jm, Wy Tongue is as the Pen $.; 4 ready Writer, Out 

” oratory*might be more refined,” and conſined liked 
wiſez and it would be mpre effectus! for the obtaining 
| of our. deſires, if we Were ſiydying this, O that ou 
© Hearts might ſpeak more in Prayer, zud out Tongue 
es, We through che multitude of buſineſs, - product 

| multitudes of dreams © to our ſelves, © © 
| * Thirdly This is likewiſe requiſite for 2 Chriſti! 
| e he yo "to prayer, to be ſtudying holineſs, to! 
| epdeavobring to have their filthy Garments whe!e 
with he is clothed, changed with change of rayment 
he muſt put off the ſhoes of his Ecet, Becauſe he 15 Ft 
0 fand pon an holy Groand, This was the af? 
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dable practice of that holy Man David, Fſal. 26. 6. will 9 


10: 18, 1 where Auen, and the ſons of Levi, were 


ſernerativn, and in thit precious fointain that is openedro of 


and dignity, that bs to be found in the exerciſe ofthis ©} 
duty; this would make ps more ardent and ſerious in the 
lludy of the former 3 and unleſs we ſuperadd this tothe 
eſt} we cannot long continue in a conſtivt endeavour {| 
| after the attainment of theſe three former qualifications, Wa 
hw arc required of one that would approach unts 


Now ave that fhut ap our diſcourſe by ſpeaking a W 
little unto this, what ought to be the ſweet compari * 
mots Chriſtian that is going about the exerciſe of 
W's duty in a ſerious, ssd bot in a fly pocritical We 
1 He would ſtudy to have tif ſpiritunder the deep 
%%% . 1.5% Tipe 8 
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_ gg ſnſligations; — _ 
AImpreſſion of a Deity, and take up this, that he is tal. 
/ "king with one, before whom Angels ( theſe glorious and 
© Excellent Spirits) do.goyer their faces With their wing: 
| _-which, no doubt, doth point out tbat holy reverence init 
they have of him: their long familiarity and conſtant 
| .._ Cdnyerſing with God, hath not removed. that due [and 
convenient diſtince which they ought to keep with hit; 
Jud certainly, were he known to usby. no other Nine, 
but by the Nime of being Mercifull, yet ought we to fei 
the Lord and his Goodneſs, O how, much more he beirg 
þ ade knownand repealed to ns by that great and terrible 
Name Jebovab, by which he is exaltedabave._ofl Name: that 
is in Heavengr in Rarth? Phil: 11 9: Arid by which is 
pginced out that infinit diſtance that is betwixt God and 
us. No doubt if the-Imprefſfion of a Deity were with u, Wit: 
it would remove much formality that we uſe in Prey-if 
erz it would likewiſe remove much of our miſbelicfthat 
ve have in all our approaches unto him; were we 1 
= raid leſt that voful inſeription that Pgul did diſcern to 
= De cogravenon an Altar it Athens, 10 the unknown God, 
wee found on us, alas! I fear it may be engtaven on 
moſt par tf our devotions, and like wife that wherewith 
| Chrilt did challenge the people of gam ia, he may 
challenge many of us, Joh: 4123. And it may be writ- 


3 
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ten 02 15 prictice, ye worſbip, ye know not what; 3 we ate 
tzhoſe who ble/s an fel, and no doubt ſuch- ſacrifices 2 
n theſe, are as-if we. were offers rg Swines blood, and cut ting 
ho neck Ye Bare abomination unto God, Ifa 66: 3: 
"WM II. That 78 Abe the ſweet companion of aChriſtias in 
this exerciſe of Prayer, the excellent grace of Wien 
e muſt put off our orgaments; Sad our lelvet 
With ſackloath, and (pread aſhes upon out Heads wheat 
we begin to ſpesk tohim. Hethat fits neareſt the duſt 
i nesreſt the Hegvens.. We muſt be walking under td 
Impreſſi u of this, that we were dot worthyto likt ut 
| Our eyes to Heaven;and with holy Srabam, ( upon whott 
| effigy this was engraven, Jam, 2. 23, That he was afrien 


L of God ) when be Zegigs to dx to thisglorious and incom 
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tie ile Duty of Drayet) , „ 
| @rehenſible Majefty, in a 2 5 he conceived it to be 
| @rcſumption,: Gen. 19. 29. Behold now; ſaith he, J haue 

: {Wokenupon me Fo ſpeak upto the Lord, which am but du and i 
tober, He doth prefix à note of admiration, behold © im- 
t Wortiog fo much that it was a bold adventure for ſoJow-” 
I perſon to ſpeak tofo high a Majeſty, or for ſo fiofulls 3 
; Wreature to open bis mouth unto ſa'pure and ſpotleſs an 
ee, that the footſtool ſhould ſpeak to him who is the 
t hrene; and no doubt were this more our exerciſe,ve 
Night be receiving more remarkable fignifications of his I 
le Nelpect and love towards us. What is the Royal gift which” i 
it We giveth. to thefe that are humble Grace. . For 
the Apoſtle ſaith Jen. 4. 6. He givers grace 17 
> W'the Humble, &, His Love is ſeeking that perſon that 


u, Hits loweſt, even as the waters do ſeek the Joweſt ground;  - i 
Ne that is firſt in his own eſtimation, is laſt lu the efti, +,» a 
at ation of God; but he that is laſt in his own eſtimation, * Il 
v W among(t the firſt la the eſtimation of God, Therefore, © | 


to ddubt, that is a ſuitable cloathiog for a perſon that 
5 to go to the Court of Heaven; which the Apoſtle Petr 
loth require, 1 Per. 5. 5. Be cloathed with humility: O. 
ut that-wofull. evil of Pride which doth either aciſe 
tom our ignorance of our ſelves, or from the i 'norance . il 
od, doth both obſtru@ our acceſs untohim, and Ii 
Wie return of our prayers. If we ſhggld give a _ 

leſcription of the perſon ghat is dme to de» uu 
kin Chriſt in his galleries, we could not give it in more 
 Fonvenient and ſuitable Terms than this, that he is of 4 

umble and fontrite ſpirit, Mai :66: 2: and 57: is. 

Il, Kuck a third ſweet companion 0! a Chriſtian in the 
xerciſe. of this duty of prayer; is faith and confidence 
God; that we haye to do with one who is the Barer 
-prajer, and who is willing to give unto us all things 
lat we defice, if we ak in faith for we niuſt exerciſe . Þ 
"th, not only upon his promiſes, but likewiſe upon that 
ious 2nd-"Incommunicable attribute of God that 
glycan unto him, Pſa! 65. 1. That he is be heute, - -. 4 
wer : want of this, maketh us come little ſpecd, and 

think likewiſe, that the want of this doth make W 
oline ig expeRatiop, aud wait with pitienceand 4 
. K. A 
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ES GS Dire8zone and Inpigations, 
lj. hope at the poſts of his door, üntil we receive. a fe. 
turn - Is it any wonder that our Prayers be as the bia. 
ing of abe air, and the pouring out of ſome empty words, | 
+. we be got convinced of this, that he is noe. like unte 
uus? G00 is not like Bal, whe becaufe of ſleep, of 
ſome other buſineſs enunot give preſent audience n 
dur deſires, ſo that we need not be conſtrained it 
ent our felves with knives, or to leap upon the Altar 
te-provoke him to cauſe fire to deſcend upon out al 
tet, to burn our drowned ſacrifice, he is able to give - 
Auadience to us, as if there were no other to 1mploy 4 
3 him. Maultitudes of ſupplications will be no int 
ruption unto the audience of our deſires, he hath th 
royal prerogative, and eminent excellency above i 
Judges of the Earth, that he can take in many Bills 
once, which is a demonſtration of the -Omniporenc) 
and infinit underſtanding and knowledge of God. 
that word, Mafr 22. 2 22. were believed, whatſcen: 
Fon att in prayer, believing you frat recei ut it, O! ho 
would we ſtudy to have this neceſſaty and ſweet com 
| -  panien of faith going alongſt with us in all our pry 
' _ erg and as James ſperketh, Chap.” 1. 6. he chat alt 
, let him ak in faith, for bs that avereth and doubirth, pf 
#1 the wu of the Sea, and can receive nothing. 
A fourth ſweet companion in the exerciſe of priye 
ii fervene Can we live under ſuch a woful deluſic 
as to conceive that n ſuits and pet! 
tiene which we do ſcarcely bear our ſelves; can vi 
© have much zeal in propoſing our deſites when we 
it with ſuch a weful indifferency ? we have the en 
- ample of that hal min David to commend this unt 
pon, Pal. 29. 12. where we may behold a glorious gt 
*  datibn and climax ; for firſt he ſays, hear wy pro)! 
Au that not being ſufficient, he doth aſcend 9 
| Hep higher, and ſaich, hold not thy 1 af my e. th 
E  woice being a little louder than the voice of praye 
and pet again he aſcendeth ons ſtep further, and (a! 
| held vn thy peace. at my fears, Theſe ſilent cries, t. 
C $ears of a Chriftian have moſt Rhatorick, and loud 
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Voice to Heaven, their fweock emanations ad lov! 
"mil 2 © 4 : i ; 55 : y ; ip eh, 25 * 6 - 8 * | | | X 
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FOYER re at jo e gs „ ͤũ , _ 

td the Duty of Prayer.) 23 = | 

Nut of water from that precious Padre of a contrite | 
nd broken Spirit, they do, no doubt aſcend high, | 
nd have-a great power with him who is Almighty, IM 
aceb, in a manner did hold that Angel that wreſtled _ 
ich him, with no other cord, but with the cord ef” 1M 
i pplications, as is clear fram Hof. 12.4. and in Gen. 
. 26+ Did ever your eyes behold ſach cords and 
ends made of ters? No doubt, theſe are of a beau- 
ſiful, frame and contexture,and of infinit more. value 
han the moſt precious and fre chains that the great - 
M Princes in the world do wear as ornaments; 
ad truly the wart of this doth proceed from the want 
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apf the ſolid conviction of che abſolute neceſſity that 
2 ve ſtand in of theſe things, for as one ſaid well, ſtrong ' | 
eceſſities make ſrrong defices. Ang alfo it doth pre- . 


"Weed from the want of the conſideration of the preci- 
dus excelleneies that gre to be had in theſe things 
hat we ask, the eminency of a thing doth encreafe _ 
ae vigour af our purſuit after it, and maketh us with 
eeking of it, mount” up with wings as esgles-over 
ll theſe difficulties that ty as impediments in our way, 
Wught we not to be emulous of the praflice of Nineve, | 
df whom this. is recorded, That they cryed mightily te 
id, Jonah y. 8, We think many Chriſtians of this ge- 
eration ( becauſe of their woful remiſſneſs and cold. © - 
eſs of affection in prepoſing their deſites) may be 
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oe onſtrained to mourn over all their mournings, and 
n Pay over all their prayers. Toe IA GET ſe 


i Newt 3 hone Here bo the Terps of the hos 
6.5 y Ghoſt, O! how oughr we to pray? for it is the dia- 


Ar Mond which the Apoſtle puts in the upſhot of all tbe 
do races of theSpirit,Fph.6, i8 and after which he exhare 
f ech a Chriftian ſeriouſly to purſue, Oh I think it is 2 
" <{yftery chat we cannot well rake up; but theſe that I 
5 t maſt in the exerciſe of it, cen beſt reſolve it and | 
fal te up its precious eff: & zbur beleve me, Ithink i 
s, M of the moſt dark Myſterics that is ro be found in 


practice of » Chriſtian, except he in whom js 21 
ſures of wiſdem ond knewliage, to unfold this one | 


r 


* = $ + 
4 — 7 4 ts 
. 1 32 s Le $3.4 * 1 
1 * „ 0 2 « 2 TTY wy . a „ * 
1 , REIT: F 2 
N ASE f 2 r K 3 10 "IT N 
Po WY r ® 


aA. bee * 
FI * 
5 * 


3 7 Dielen aud Infligation *—+ © 
3 ne ſentence, pray without ceaſing, it ſhall alwiſe re, 
mio a myſtery ro our obedience; it is 2 queſtion we et 
| _ cones ebet is ſome times difficult to determine whe. 
ther ſome duties of + Chriſtian which ace commanded þ 
abe dene by us, be more myſterious*to our under. 
ſtiadiag to rake up the nature of them, and what is 
Fommended in the lively and ſpiritual exarciſe ef ſuch 
nz duty; Or uh 75 they be more myſterious to us in 
dur practice andobedience? We confeſs it holdeth not 
Alike in all things, it being more caſie ſor us to know! 
than to practiſe many 8 we conceive it holdetk 
du in ſome, and even in thoſe things and duties that 
= are molt obvious (ac we conceive) and that have leaſt 
IF . tlic * of the goſpel engraver upon 


8 5 1 = Ros Fs 3” 


m 


% 


” 


« . * * 
* 
: 
* » 
4 ; 
_ 


* 


— 
wn WV * 
wi 
1 - 
. 3 
— bp! : 
\ * - 
* F mw 
a * 


r were for our great advantage to be much taken + 
= xp intheferious.and divine conſiderttion of chit 
EZ moſt fad, but moſt true fying; That many are called, 
mai es, if there were but one of each 
twelve chat ate within this Houſe to day to whom 
E  Chrift-chus ( ſadly”) ſhould ſpeak, One of you will bet 
© me. oughr ys not all to be put to zn holy inquiry 
dad ſeareb, and ſay unto him, Mater, if it I? Meſtir, 
bel and te be' excteding ſorromſull, until that. con- Ii 
ing queſtion be determined unto you? how much 
Pere güght ven do accompliſh a ſecret and ſerious 
eh to knaw-wherher or not yebe Hritten among 1. 
fu in Jeruſalem, end have paſſed from death 10 life 
- feing alas? I think: it is more probable, that if pie. 
eien ere to ſpesk to esch twelve that ate 
pie een Houſe, we are afreid thst be ſhould thus 
dere arc eleven of you that ſball bc: 


"tray. me,-and one ſhall only. paſs fice. And Orbit 
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—_ 7 the Dwy of Proyeri og 
TN Bod were reduced to ſo few; though indeed + 9 
c a 
If he — 4 not 4s mam ſesth, who reprovath not ff 18 
the hearing of the car, mr Mer che ſeeing of | thr exe, ( wh | 
CalbTeJe@. an Eliab, the more fair in ſhew and appez./" Mi 
Tance, and can chooſe a ſtripling like Ovid] were to IM 
give his verdict, and aſs Ci Gatence on all of u ; 
that are re; ab! upon how many of our foreheads * 
might e been graven this dreadful ſentence, Mens, 
Mene, Tekel upharſin : Thou art weig bed in the balance, and, 
art found light; Lam afraid that even ſome (profeſſor? ) 
who bave 8 form. gedlineſi, and et have nit the , 
thereof, and are likewiſe painted ſepulchres, that are fair”: <P 
without, but within ave full of dend mens. bouts; hie hal! 
Peject cheir confidence, and cut off their hopes as pe 
3% Religion that is pute and undeſiled, is anotheri vl 
ching than we take it to be: We muſt not go to Hens: © ; 4 
en in a bed of Roſes, we muſt ſſeive, and carne, 18 
contend rc enger in at ehe fait gate; And if ye would 3 
have a deſcription, and definition of theſe that are Hr 5 
neut from the preſence of the Lord, who are of H -; 
c oful number, to whom Tophes is. erdained of ol, U I 
Halmiſt giveth a deſcription of them, P/al. 14. % 9 
b e God. Bur if we conceive, that this inahw mo 
* deſeription of theſe thar ſhall be eternsliy ſechided — 
i from God's preſence, that they pray not unto Go, $} | 
41 will think that ye e not of that liſt, for W e is ſo bo 
„ud (ſays he) char will not pray to him that i: 
| mighty, and pay ther que Homage unte bim, lo 
is the Creator ef 44 the end of the ß. «Þ 


But unto ſuch Atheiſts as theſe; [ſhall propoſe theſe: : 1 
our things; which if you be not able to:giveaPpalitive 
anſwer unto, be periwaded that ye never knew what 
F.-5.*0-pray unto. God, fo as to have your offerings. + 
omi up with #cceptance upon his holy Altar. 
1+ Vid ye eyer know whiat it was to ge to prayer 4 
dein u ternal principle of love, and the güte . 
8 iſt conſtisining Jeu? are there not many of you! 7 14 
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Den e ae, „ 
7 ander of love, conſtraining and impoſi ing 
Sa ps 3 upon your hearts to converſe with 
Cad inprayer?. did ye. ever know what it was to bind 
Sg feen to at Horns of the — * thecurds of 


| Y * 4 2. —_ y e ever know, what it wx 28 by prayivrs as Its 
tin to More conformity with God, and to crucifie 
"ow -Juſgs ? ere are many, and. TI may ſay ſome pro- 
ſeſſots, to hom. this is a myſtery, through faſtin 
5 prayer to cruciſie an Idol or Luſt. It were — 
"= hd holy jealouſie over your ſelves, that you are 
in ie boyd: of iniguity, aud gall of bitterneſi. The moſſ 
2 of our mortiſication is rather by conſent than by 
3 our. idols do rather go out, than are caſt 
ING or elle our idols dieth rather to us, than we die 
to them; hence it is, that oftentimes after he hid 
* famiſhed ohr gods, we fit down and bemoan our ſelycs 
oven the graves of aur idols; and as David lamented 
Wen 7 ſo do we over war luſts. 
Atv ever know what it was to diftinguiſh be- 
EET ſence and preſence? when did ye meet with 
ach 3 ye might call Peil, that you have 
"fret Gndiface to face arid in another place you mit 
ase laid, Here be did urn about the face of his throve ant 
11 wail himſelf wu a Cloud, fo that 1 know not where: 
- tofigd him. 72 FE 
„ Þ hall in the laft bier propoſe this queſtion; 
- which I conteive-may not only convince prophane 
 arheifts, but alſo ſome who have a fhewief Religion. 
id you ever know what” it was to ſit down and la- 
ment over abſenee from Ohrid, ard think it an im- 
=: portable want? Of Where is the exerciſe of the imps- 
5 love nw gone O but Chriſt may live 
dn le: ven, before mofÞ part Hus give! him 2 Yr 
5 I *ear-he viſit us before we wiliifiim: 

* na nos © Arheiſts, cxamineyour ſelves by theſe 
- and* be perſwaded,” that if ve Fut not what theſe 
a een, ye are yet Strangers to the Apirit⸗ 

A * "rea of CT OE all 127 5 ke | 

A 8 8 2 FS „ „ 


1 Ko Pury 2707 ge wer - 8 2 

ing thit ever ye have Tpoken, 1 been but 11 fl . 
ith Bil e bee end 2 fire that burnath all tha day. Believe me - 
ind in this O Men of the World, that in the 5 y when ge 
of 0 appear before 'God i in che Yelley 9 ee 4 
en, this ſhall de a great Lern of yoor Dry, th 1 that ron 
ate have prayed, fo much, ot rather k re. | 

fie: faned his Holineſs. ( Which v pee 0 . 1 
pro. much. O that all of us were not amel, hut. oltege . 
a paß ad to he Chriflianz. Sein ben dach ofter 2 — f 
precious dignity to make. wy wg: only Sent Nane 80.4 


; are at, whith ovght not fo ſeem ſmall in our On: bur Za 5 
noſt e to wake us King, and. 155 7: unte 805, 3 dre 
ummon the 
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n fluch an offer as this? NE. uy, not 
cat i Heavens and the Earth, and 110 e itethren, 
die who zre now above, to bekold Wonder? yea, J 
had ch doubt, it isa wonder, that aby of us ſhould ſlight | 
alycs uch an offer. 7 


nted Now if any of ou. would azþ-at.me.t that: Hig 9. : 
(Po "what ! is An pr gon be the native n of a, 12 
\ be- in while he is here belgw in the land of his. 105 on I 
A fran = Kr? kis eder hauſe? Whether he eum 
1 himſelf in ſi de or praying? We anſwer thay 
Prayer is, and ſhould be the Main exerciſe-of a. Z 
Alan while 10 1 is here below in t e exile,andisa 4 
ranger from his fathers aſe, a 55 when t 5 ; 
are not yet. accompliſhed, nor all the prophet ies ful- 


- 
. 


tion; I fed; we cönfels the exergiſa cf joy and a3 8 
ge Bed, -ought tobe a. . uty and exercils,o F 
gion. riſtian, we may "fin; ſangs of: theſe. „ : 
ad 1. Muß icians and heaven! 155 har pert, thet fand upen the Ses 
n im:. of Glaſs, having harps in e And our ſongs whick © 
imp ©15 here below. is only A in 4earees; 3 ſonge N 
y live are of a hig ker key, 1 gur ſongs af re;of. lower keys 
„ chou h we eee the I, are mar Expect, in that diving- 
q 


art, for we oftentimes ſpoil our fangs in. the ſiaging 
bk. chem: as likewiſe, they. are GED 10 1 27 
8 797 Exerciſe, but alas, We afe e «conftxajne 4 
.to hing our harps on be willow fret, u ty the 

I 10 5 8 it we 1 ene we ſho 
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F.23 , - DireB:ons and Infligatim. 
pray more, and if we did pray more, we. ſhauld praiſe 
more. O, bat prayet wonld furniſh us 9 5 of 
new ſongs eveiy day ;andif we were much in that ex · 
| *ercifſe, we might have that bleſſed Palm to ſing, H: 
vat h put a new Jong in my mouth, even Pratſe untothe Lord. 
= 4thinka Chriſtian,may examine himſelf by. this uner- 
| Ting rule of his growth in grace, he may know it by 
the exerciſe of ſecret prayer: this is the pulſe of a 
IF "Chriſtian, by which he may know hisConſtitution, and 


& - *penetarion, doth proye this unto us, that Grace is in 
4 i remarkable 5 5.15 is groaning with us, 47 the 
23 One age man. O, but ifwe were mote obedient 
unto this precious command, prey without ceaſing, our 


1 * through this duty and Grace of prayer 
{ r 


die are theſe Nirong Impediments and Obſtrudtions 
= -that do imped and binder a Chriſtians acceſs unto God 
in his ſecret Retirements in prayer? if we were dsked 
it when did we Jaſt behold-him ? we may ſay that 
Which Eher ſpaketo the ſervants of Mordecai, if is thirty 
alice 1 did hebold the | 

dor lamentstion and defection from God, may afcend 
tos higher pitch; yes, it is many thirty days ſince we 
| -4id behoh the K © grear erg 
Heben, and though we ſhould be eternally 
could eee 4 5 


* 


28 


i himlelfinthe exereiſe of chat Duty, we are le in 
our dehgns Which makes us low in dur enjoyments: 
1 eiter. Jamer 4. 3. Where thete is given as 2 
Exealon why we do not receive thatwhich we pray for, 


unt toſpend it upon our luſts, We pray in ſe- 
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* * 
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| the flow. beatings of the pulſe of the Chriſtians of this 


* Grace might be more vigorous. and eur bed might be green 
But now to that which we ſhall inſiſt mainly u oy | 
n 5e Ja 

thele things that we ſpake at the laſt occaſion (be 


e Kings face. But alas, our lot | 


Kd the King, O but we are great 9 88 in 
o we 


Tue firſt impedimene that obſiruQs a Chriſtians li 
bert in having acceſs ta God in his ſecret devotions 
3s tharwoful and'carnal deſiga which he doth propoſe. 
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e een, Af 1 
abroad, and thereby get applauſe ; hence it ig thir'to*  'N 
much of Chriſtiansperſuits are rather taken ug in ſeek-* 
ing after the ornaments of prayer than after the Gr 
of Prayer; Rather to perſue after theſe things har 
are adorning in it, than theſe ö Mn 
in iff and oftentimes the Miniſters of the. GoſpeT IM 
have that woful end propoſed to themſelves,” How of- 
times do our Hearts ſpeak that which Saul ſaid te Sa» 
muel honour me this day before the People and elder” of If = 
rad, And 1 thinkthis is an evil which Ghriftians may + 

eaſily diſcern and take up whether or no they do pro 
poſe themſelves as the laſt &ultimat end of all theit de- 
votions? And one that hath this woful qualification; 
be doth reſent and grieve more fot his publick ſtrait?- 
nings and Bonds, than for theſe which hehath in privat. 
Are there not many of us here who will riſe up fromſe ++ 
cret Prayer, under the undeniable conviction of much 4 
diſtance from God, and yet never know what it is to ü 
have an anxious thought about it? Oy when did ab i 
ſence from Chriſt in our ſecret fetirements, make us 
forget to eat eur bread. Ah, that' ſickneſs of Love, che- 
re is it gone?we are ſiek untoDeath of imaginary healta WM 
and we wiſh that that ſickneſs of Love were more Epi- 
demick and univerſall in thoſe days, which were not; 
a ſickneſs unto death, but for the glory of G And in our Ml 
publick ſtraitnings when we converſe one with ano- 
ther, how much will we grieve or repine, though -] ẽ 
confeſt theſe are rather the grieving of bur pride than 
of our Love: rather lamentation; becauſe of the leofs 
of our Reputstign, than becauſe of the loſe of gut ab- 
ſenge with Chrift?; one that hath this woful qualificas 
tion of propoſig themſelves as the end of their devo- 
tions, they may likewiſe know it by this, thatwhenthey ' i 
ate ſtraitned in their publick approaches to God. A 
when ethers are inlarged, they envy and fret; they 21 8 
rather ind ued with en vy, than a holy emulatien; which 
F Proveth uato us, that we are not great in the Kingdom 
of Heaven, becauſe we are not much taken up ho-.] ¾ ‚t e 


 Glorifie God which: hath aiven ſuch Gifts to Men; 
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dbb ee, 
Pit we ſit dqwn on his wiſe and wonderful diſpenſati- 
ben, The: | e to others ve Tulentt, and io us but 
| mnegs ſo chat oftentimes, we are provocked to that 
Im dus courſe, 36 te nd ud eur Talent in a napkin; and 
85 7 "it jn the Retthand'e kite 
that practice to appropriat the eſtimation of hunili- 
I unto our ſelves, When we cannot get the eſtimation 
of one chat is eminent in parts and abilities, which 


„ 

— 

di 4 
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- we ſeem ro have, and 60 give it to him that hath more 
Fi be ray have Abundance, Ons that hath this woful 


end himſelf, as the end of all his deyorions, may like- 
1 Wie know it by this, that ſeldom ot never doth he 


- 
8 

A 4 

q i 


vs or delight to walk with God, but to attain the ex- 


$ Chriſtians come abroad, they do rather. prove them 
& elves 'Orators, than Chriſtians, the voice of words is 


8 
* 
of 


* -expceſlible Sighs and, Groans of the Spirit. 
h the tcall andiſpiritual.exerciſs of that duty, it 1s 


land that doth earneſtly after it. Think ye te pur- 
ue and winsod by your fair bloſſoms and flowriſhing- 
- | Rhetorick, gallagtueſs' and fineneſß of expreſſion 7 
Will not he who is Infinite inundenſtanding: laugh at 
Four folly.? Are- ye to perſwade a Man ? Are ye not 
rather to perſwade God? ye may likewiſe! know it 
by this, whether! or not eee ſelves as 
tie laſt and ulti mat end of all your devotions, and it 
|  iswhen ye! have moſt enlargements. and acceſs unto 
* God; in — fecret retirements, and ye deſire and 
Covet to heve manifeſtſpectators and Auditors, that ſo 
they ma paſt that teſtimony upon you, that ye are men 
| greatly beloved of God, that doth receive ſuch ſingulir te- 
 Nimonies/ of his Love, andlof his reſpects: but wo be 


un, of the markets, ui the uppermoſt; rom, at fi, di 
n e bout 
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au Lorit Money, Studying 


. doth oftentimes.provock God te take that from us that 


3 2 about that exerciſe-of Prayer. from à principle of 


Bteſſigns of prayer, hence it is, when moſt part of · 
= more hard, than the voice of Affections, and theic in - 


far gone into decay, there is not one amongſt a thou - 


unto you that are: fuch hypocrites; who-cover the greet | 


mul. 


ſtirring Stars down but of Heaven towards the Fart 


ceptions of God, and'ſoint ſignificant expreſſigus of Y ö 


flame of Zeal andLiove:We dy to have expreſſiom in 


liberty, and with fewer challenges, like that aduſterous 
Woman mentioned in Prev. 7, 14. 18. who after hne 


er ee 
your reward:: Then be that-is f## pal! bi la, u „% 
that is lol ſballbe firſt, Then that proverb ſhalt be tuen 
up over you, How art thin fallen from Hesuen O Tukifer, + 1 

fon ef iht morning, when Satan by his tail ſhall draw 1 . 
9 


and we think this woful evil of propoſing out ſelves” A 
as the end of our'deverions; dorh not! only obſtruct 
his Gracey\ but Hkewiſe when. we atttin to it in ſome 


mesure, ie Gres l it oft... ' * 
It ib certain that when a: Chriſtian, bath moſt near- 


neſswith' God; and is in à manner lifted up te tha 
third/Heavens; them he doth receive great liberty of 
exprefſiong/winniog to ſome high and eminent con- 


his on miſery, then our pride cauſing. us to reflect u- 
pon what we have ſpoken, do much quench our holy 


ourmemory, that we may expreſs them hen ue come 
abroad rather thai affrctions in the heart: and this 


blick obſtructed many Chriſtians of precious enſoy- 


ments and doth prove this eminently to you, chat 
yeure more taken up in the expreſſioms of your en- 
Joyments} than with the enjoyments themſelyves. 
We confeſs there are ſome who are more rude and 
| groſs in their carriage who go about this exerciſe of 
rayer, that they may take advantage to ſin with more 


_ —— to > Iam.” - 


ſaid ſue bad peace offerings with her and rhat ſhe had 
payed her vos; ſhe interred” this, That ſbe would co 
and tak ber fill of Loves, aud ſolacs her ſcif to the mon- 
ving. Your Prayers O Atheiſts, are alwiſe an abomi- MW 
nttion in the fight of the Hot d, O how mich more, 
When ye briag them with ſuehawicked mind; How wil! 
Vou hide your ſins with ſuch a covering: O take heed: 


dt your ſpirits; leſt ye deal treacherouſly with God, 


chere ere many ofus chat pray like Saints, but we walk 
like” Devils; ſurely one rhat heard us prey, might 
:: oo TE 
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A ©-Prophefie good things of us, but in our liſe may find 
Their propheſies fail in the accompliſhment, 


1 There is a ſecond impegiment that obſtructs a Chriſti 


„dns liberty in the exerciſe of Prayer in his ſecret retire- 
ments which is that woful formality and indifferency 
ol ſpirit that we uſe in the excicife ofour ſecret Pray. 
ers, the moſt parr of us ate ignorant, what it is to cr) 
ee Gu. When we are alone, and to wreſti:. 

vn bim, were it until the dawning of the day, till kt 


Vi. u, that fo we may indeed be Princes: with God; 


cht by theſe twe hands we lay hold on him, Faith 


and Lave 3 Love lays hold on the heart of Chriſt, 
and Faith lays hold on bis Word, and by it detains 
him in his Galleries. I may. ſpeak this to the ſhame 
df many of you, that it wers to your advantage to be 
as Jerious in ſpeaking te God when ye are alone, as 


1 are ſerious when, ye are in company. A heathen did, 


= abſcrre this, and therefore did preſs it upon all to 


hen he wrote, that they ſhould beware of. woful 
+ indiff-rencic : and we confeſs, that. this woful indif- 


= farency of ouis, is but an involving our . ſelves in 


* "that Curſe, Curſed be rbe Man that hath in his. Fleck a male, 
u veweth and [acrificeth unto the Lord @ corrupt thing. O 


"theſe things; We. confeſs, our - formality and woful 
* .indifferency, doth much preceed eicher from the 
want of a ſolid impreſſion of a Deity before whom we 
; pray or elſe from the want of a ſpiritual Conviction 
bk the abſolute neceſſity of the: things that we pray 
for. Ye Formaliſts, whoſe conſtant practice is to be 
ger upon your Spirits, an o wreath. che yoke of 
Four tranſgreflions round about your necks. Theſe im- 
pertinent rovings of ſpirit that we have in the exer- 
:ciſe of Prayer doth no doubt come from this Fountain 
of woful formality that we have in it, Fowl: . "qu 


2 - 
- . * * ; * E 
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ht if Precious Chriſt ſhould Propsſe that unanſwe - 
table Challenge to many of us who are hee, 4. 
tbr conſelations of G [mall ti you? Or is there any. ſe - 
cret thing with you, that you do ſo little purſue after | 


F Formal, by your e eee bonds ſtron- 


liberty deſeend upon -the 'Cartales, when we are Duma, 


muſt breathe upon our withered ſpirits, otherwiſe ſuch 2 


wind blow, our ſpirits cannot flow entf; and except the Ange! 


were for our coucernment and adyantage,.- to pray, 


Heaven are beſt heard in Heaven. That which the How . 
I Ghoſt doth dite (with reverence beirren 
N 5 9 44 1; i Be b e 5 n rl at 8 4 


15 puta x 10 the Baty of prayer e . 83 L 
and it is enly fervency iht muſt drive away theſee, . 
The third impediment that obſtruets 4 Chriſtians li- 
b:rty ;; we are not much taken up in imploying of 
the Holy. Ghoſt that muſt help. out infirmities, and 


dead bones 3s we are cannot live: Our bodily exerciſe 3 I; 
profiteth little it it the ſpiris that quickneth, as is clear 
7: : 8. and certainly, except the warth or (outh | 


move the water, we cannot ſtep in aud be healed :. O-bue | 
that Word is a Myſtery- to our practice, which is in 

the 20, virſe of the Epiſtle of Jude, and ſurely, we may 
be aſtoniſhed when we read it over, and we may be 
aſhamed that we are ſo little in the teal Practice 
of. it, where this is put in amongſt Jths midſt ofall-the ⁶ 
Chriſtians duties, that we ſhould prey in ch. Holy Ml 
Gbeſ : and certainly, that duty is required of us a- 
though. it be a Myſtety, and an unknown thing to ü 
the practice of the moſt part of the Chriſtians of chis a 
Generation. I think a-Chriſtian that is much” in the if 
imployment of the holy Ghoſt, when he-\goeth. ro 
Ke he is put to an holy now plus, ſo that he knoweth 

not what he ſhall ſay, and is oſttimes put without 
any Complement to propoſe that deſire to Cod; Lord, 
teach uf what we ſhall (ay, for we cannot: order dur ſpeech 
before thee, by reaſon of our dartłneſt· Think ye not that MM 
Peter, James and Jehn-had the-ſpiric of Prayers. emi - 
nently above us all, and yet they were not aſhamed to 
Propoſe that deſite to God, Lord, teach us 10 pray d le 


even as tho ye had never prayed before.” I im pere 
ſwaded of it, that if this exerciſe of Piayer were 
ſo gone about, We ſhould have much more liberty of 
words and of exprefſiens than we have.. It is er- 
tain we muſt have no confideneꝶ in eur gift and Ahi- 
ties of prayer. The prayers that ite penned ein 
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* 34 df and Infligetions. 
= Father carr beſt read, The father can renne Charic, 


| des o ay Petition (to admit it) but which hi 
z 


- Bleſſed Hands de Pen. „ 

There is this fourth impediment and obſtruction, 
„Which obſtructs a Chriſtians liberty and acceſs to God 
ni disſceret retirements and prayers that we are ſo 
Ss little taken up in tte imploying of Jeſus Chriſt 281 
Ss Mediator in dur- approaches unto God. Ithink it is 


mmpoeſſible for a Chriſtian to delight and enjoy himſelf 
wich Cod, but through Jeſus Chriſt, who is that vn 
4 2 O Chriſtians, thiough-whar door will ye enter 
, *Into 'the-Holief Kn ye enter not through. Him, 
even through Jeſus Chriſt, the vail: of his fleſh ; int 
manner, he is the Door of Heaven and we muſt enter 
ine Hraven through the Door. Chrift is that great 
 Courtier'in Heaven, by whom ve muſt have acceſs and 
admiſſion pute the King. If any perſon dare ad ven - 
ture to goto Pray without Him ( who i that Bleſſid * 
Day. man butwixt' God and Sixners)' he. comes without 
bis Wedding: garment and ſothat queſtion; ſhall be 
= Propoſed to tim) Prevd bow camoſt thou hit her, or rather, 
Denen cameſſ t bon hit her without a Wedding garment, 
Kad be perſwaded of it that ye ſhalt remain ſpeceh- I | 
leit not opening your mou tn. 
The fifth. impediment and obſtruttion which ob- 
ſtructs a Chriſtians liberty and acceſs to God; in hi- 
eres retirements, is the woful intanglements and , 
zaugesgements of Hearts that we have to the iinperti - 
nent wanities and trifles, that we have of this paſſing 
Worlds our Hearts are mightily taken up with the pe- 
riſhing and decaying things that are in this life; yes, 
he moſt part of out Hestts are marriedito the World, MW. 
and to the chings thereof, and we think, and are pet- 
© Bwaded'of it, that that doth exceedingly obſtruct and 
mer our Mberty and acceſs to Ged. This Divinity 
| was woll-known'to godly Dsvid, Ffal: 66. 18. HI regard f 
Pony, in m. Heart; the Lord will nn dear: my 17 8 1 
beating and acceſs, although they be not much diffe-“ 
dent, et always: the Ladf preſuppoſetb- ae | 
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2 48 . 5 | | n | OO 35 
this divinity: was alſo well known unte thatblefied: 
vl Mia, chat is ſpoken of in John 9. 31. Aud this. w,, 

that God heareth not ſinneri, but if any man be. wo-ſbipperof BW 
i God, and obeyeth bis will, him he hearth. P think thoſe 
(i woful and dreadful evils'that doth ſo eaſily beſet 218, WM 
"i doth exceedingly hinder and obſtruX us to aſtend' in ³⁵⁶ 
1 a ſpirituzl cloud of divine and holy affectiog unto 
+ God ; the Souls of the moſt part of us are divided 
' amongſt many, even amongſt O many Lovers, that Ko 
"WW it cannot devote and refigait ſelf unto God z every im- 
pertinent Idol and luſt dotk claim a right and rela- 
Tien unto the Soul, and tlien that obſtruſts a Chriſtlans 
(WY libeity-inhis ſeeret retirements; O to be more in the 
" exerciſe of this precious and excellent grace of Faith, 
hereby we may purifie our ſelves: from all ancleannt , 
1 of the fleſh, and ff the Spirit, and may be able to perfite lol. 1 
i che Fear ofthe Lrd. O can. it be rhat ſuch a fonns -M 
(WM tain, chat ſuch a defiled and corrupt fountain that if 
WF ſends forth only ſalt water, can ſend forth aty-\weet; il 
' I precious and Soul-refrelhing Springs of living; water? 
This was a Myſtery and a Paradox unto the Apoſtle 1 
nn in his Cha „ 315. Can fig Trees bear Olive ber- 
n? Or can the Olive Tree bear Figt de fo can ne Fountain MB 
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yield ſalt waiter and freſÞ'; And certainly it ſhall alway 4 


* 


remain impoſſible for us to do both. good and evil; 
Would ye know the livery which the Church of Crit | 
muſt have, and her Members? it is to be clorhed wich Wh 

holincfs, fer, no doubt, that is the robe and gatment 
Vith which we muſt enter inte the holieſt of all: and 
y noc that incite and provoke your deſires to fellow 
Ker it, hich is ſo excellent and precious ;, Heliere 
, we are not able to tell the worth of it. ne 

_ There. is this {ſixth impediment+-which- obſtrudts a 
ChtiftiansLiberty and Acceſs to God in his ſecretPray⸗ 
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1 Marions of the Sgitit, chat oftentimes we fall into: ö 


e is Prayer is ſhut out trom Cod. 
add the ręeaſon of it is, becauſe he debarred God before 2:4 
Andi this is remarkably clear from the Brides practice, 


F ot ins that when a Chriſtian doth go unto God 
3 ( 135 *. 


3 Camicler $+ 2. compared with. che following Verſes, 
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s Draft ien and nfligatim 
he held Chriſt at the door, notwithſtanding his Locks 
| - ware wet with the dew of the Night, and im Hair with 
le droprof the Marning. But when ſhe bad conde- 
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 . from her. O, who would hold out ſuch. a precious 


niſhed at his low Condeſcenſion, that ever he ſhould 
tan to requite that marvellous and unſcarchadleGrace 
F Gnfully de. 

um Liberty and Accel 
3 cloathediſo much in our approsches to God, we ought 


to God in his ſecret Preyers, 


begin to make our N unto Him, even unto 
3 Him. who is greater than all Kings of the Earth; be- 
- lieveit, if the Grace of Humility were more our ex- 


erciſe in ſecret Prayer, certainly we ſhould enjoy 
more of him than we do. This is clear in 1 Peter 
” 54/7: Where he ſaith, God giveth'Grace to the Humble ; 


© but. be refifteth  the® Proud, And it is likewiſe clear 
om 1/aidh 57. 15. though he be that High and Lofty 
ne, chat inhabiteth Eternity, and whoſe Name is 


ele cent Ou. And though he be that high and Lok: 
ty One, he loveth one that is of a poor and contrite Spi- 
| ri. O might we not always ſay, that we are not wor- 
© thy that thou ſhould even condeſcend ſafar, as 60 


| come- wider ' our Ref.? Modeſty and Reverence might 


mike us Admire ſuch wonderful and precious Vi- 


its; whence is it, ſaith Elizabeth, that the Mocher 1 
Lord ſbauld come to me ? Much more may we ſay, When : 


is it chat the Lord himſelf ſhould some to us? We 


Toa f * 


may challenge out ſelves, that out enjoymeints of Sod 
are not more than they are. - 
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Teended to open to him, he had withdrawn, hinffelf 


* Gueſt? ſurely it were a more ſuitable "exerciſe for us, 
= that we ſhould Admire and Wonder, and ſtand aſto- 


have condeſcended ſo low as to come unto us, rather 
of his towards us, after ſuch a way as many of us ſo 
There is hight impedieene thor hinders a Chriſti. | 
it is that woful evil of Pride, wherewith we are 


is bes our Heads ſeven times towards the ground, when we 


N Holy yet he faith, 1 dwell in the High and Holy Place 
wb bim alſo that it of a bumble and contrits Spirit, 10 
revive the Spirit of the huroble, and toreyive the Heart of 
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ie the Duty of Fei, 2» 
Now we ſhall ipeak, Sed little to you (ue. T 1 
fore, we ſhur up our diſcourſe ) how a Chriſtian maß M 
be helped aſter his enjoyments in Prayer (and after MM 
be kak been admitted to Taſte of that pure River, th -» 
© fows en from beneath the Throne ef GOD.) to refth Ml 
his Love to : Chriſt, and not ſtir him up, nor awake | 
him; before he pleaſe. We confeſs, it is as much dif- 
ficulty (if not more.) to maintain'Communion with MM 
God, when it is gained; as to gain it when it is loſt, 
Oh, but Satan hath oftentimes: catched much Advan- 
tage over the People of God, after their Enlarge- - 
ments. When was it that Job fell down to Worſhip |! 
the Angel ? was it not when he had ſeen the Bride, the 7 

\ Lambs Wife adorned? as is clear, Revel. 19 10. com- 
pared with the preceeding Verſes : and it is clear a 
gain. from Johns practice, Revelation -20, 9: compa« 
red with the-foregoing. words; and when wis it that 
the Diſeiples did Rove, not knowing what they ſpake ? "al 
was it not when they. were. on Mount Taber, and did 

ſee the faſhion of his Face change before them? Mar, 
thew t7-2,4, 6, Though we confeſs, we muſt give an 
indulgence unto that, it was nothing but the rovings' 

, of Holy Love that made them to do ſo, which, alis, 
is not much heard in theſe days; We Rove in a more 
impertinent manner. And we think a Chriſtian afe 

ter his Enjoy ments and Enlargements, ought eſpecial». 

ly to ſtand on his watch, and to pray left be inter into 
Temptation ? For the Stroak he doth receive after Eu- 
joyments and Enlargements, is one of themeſt diſcou- 3 
wging Stroaks, and moſt anxious, that he meeteth 

| with'; it hath been the occaſion ot muck. Uubelief, 

| and hath made his own to mourn, not only over the 
Foundation,” but alſo, even to raze it down: arguing : 
dhus wich themſelves, if that when Chriſt-was pre- 
bent with chem, upon whom their ſtrength was laid 
I they were led Captive unto. their Luſts, Romans 7: 23+ 
= How mnch more hall they be led Captive with them, MW 
wen Chtiſt hall be abſent and away ; They have i 
been put co draw that ' Concluſion, Ons e { 1 
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Dire and. Infligations 


"fall by the. hand of ſome, of mine etiemier, We ſhoulg 


| guard againft ſuch a ſtroak, becauſe it doth alvayy 


= alot make the Chriſtian call in queſtion the resſi. 


ty of bis enjoyments, -. It-is hard: for aChriſtian to re. 


$ ceive aſtiouk by che hand of his iniquities after enlarge. 


ments, and not preſent]y to call in queſtionche elle 
of them ; vel more, to call in dueſtion, 


15 eſtate 


in grace, fr they do. often debate with themſelves, 
|. ff i led been he who" viſited me, would he not have end- 


| | fo ye would guat againſt it, becauſe it is one of the 
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put upon precious Shri f 
do provocke you to guard agiinſt it. may it not be ſuffi. 
FCient unto you, that that ſtroak which ye have recei- 

E ved by your iniquities, after your enlargements and 
E enjoyments of God, if it be by your own conſent (be · 
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72 


Led ms tofing @ nim ſong of. triumph ou my luft: And al, 


moſt diſkouourable indigni 


; and if there were no more 


Jieve it and be perſwaded of it) that in a manner, 


dich chus much unte you, that ye have preferced an 


dol and luſt even to Jeſus Chtiſt; We think the 


Jews preferring. Barabbas before Chriſt, when the 
| crown of thorns was upon his h-ad, and when he was 


ſpitted upon, and buffsted, is not ſuch an indignity 


and; diſgrace as ye put upon him, when ye prefer 
your luſts and idols unto him, even when he is appes- 
Jing with Crown of Glory and Majeſty unto you, and 


a robe of rightequſtefs and of joy?. O dare ye een in 
his preſence prefer any thing before him? Might not 
Men and the Souls of juſt Men made now. 1 50 


And all chat axe round about rhe Throne, might not 
they all take up that lamentation over you, De you thu 
” reqwite the Lora, O fooliſh people and unwiſe ; And we think 


there are theſe three woful evils that readily. befalls 
Chriſtian after enlargements and enjoy ments that he 


4 


moets with, FE 
OO TCO, A Mot poli ot SE bod ayer 7-8 
- There is this fir fe vil of ſecurity, Cant. 3. 2. compes 


red with the ficſt verſe, whereChriſt when he was come 
inte his garden; d gathered his myrrbe with. his Spicer; 


and lad vaten bis Hiney comb with hit Honey, and bod ut un 
bis Wine with- bit uli; And yet for all theſe <njoy- 
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1 and affronts that can be 
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wet, Def nr., - $4, \j 
ments tlic Spouſe warſlteping : As likewiſe in Zech.gire © 
compared with the preceeding. Chapter, where” the b 


Prophet fell aſleep after his enjoyments, amill che Au. 


gel kam amd awaked him; Ah, we readily ſleep in the 4 ö 


bed of Love! And that hath. impeded many excellent 


"viſits we might have. O what a viſit was that of the ⁵⁶ 


Spouſe; Cant. 5. 2. we may queſtion whether ever ſhe ; 4 } 


got ſuch an one while ſhe was here below. 


And ſecondly that woful evil of pride, as is 
reſuppoſed in 2 Cor. 12. 7. where, leſt Pas! ſhould 


e cxalied abus meaſure, through the abundauc of 'revela« 
tient, there is a' Miſſenger of Satan ſent to buffet him. O, 


but it is a dangerous exereiſe for a Chriltian to ſearch 


his own glory. We contefs we do not ſearch to ſtreng- hl 


then our confidence, or our love, but to add oyl ro 


that fire of pride in our reflect ons upon eut ſelyes: 
The wind doth lift us up upon its wings, and we ride upon it 


till our: ſubſtance be aiſolved. . 
And there is this third e 


F 


that is ſelf love which oftentimes he falleth into after 


bis enjoyments. and this evil doth certainly break off | 


many of our enjoyments, to the difadvintige of the 
Chriſtian, and binders him to exerciſe himſelf in the 


grace of true love, which alwiſe we ought to he keep · ud 
ing in exerciſe, becauſe it is that oyl by which our WM 
| Chariot wheels muſt. move. ſwifter, and be as the cha- 


riots of Amminadab. | 


| Now for that which we propoſed, viz. how a chri- 
ſtan may be helped to keep his enjoy ments which he | 


hith attained to by Prayer? Weſhall only propoſe theſe 


two things, i Be much inthe exerciſe of watchfulneſs 
ifter your enlargements, hat ye enter not into tempt amn. 
And 2. Be much in the exerciſe' of bumility; that 
when grace lifts you up, you may nor lift up your. Wh 
| ſelves, - O:but'a:Chriſtian that walketh alwiſe with his: 
feet towards the earth, and doth never maum an band“! 
broad above it, he walketh: ns oe know no- 


king to keep your enjoy mints in 
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is certainly 


ird eyil Which is nor ſo obvious, 
but no doubt, dotk oftentimes be fall the Chriſtian, and 


ants" keeps 
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We e eee eee, 
Von from ſoaring in your enjoyment ſo much, as the. 
Gries of Humility : But we need not inſiſt long in eh 
telling you how ye ſhall maintain. your-enjoymerits; Nhe 
| there are, alas, ſo few. of them in theſe days; When Wil! 
werte ye in Heaven? or when was Heaven brought Ine 
don to you in a manner, If che moſt part of us did th 
dow behold Chriſt, we would not know him, it is ſo . 
long ſince we ſaw him. O precious Chriſt, how n 
much is he undervalued in theſe days ? I think if ſuch {tb 

2 ſuppoſition as this were poſſible, that if Chriſt {Wt® 
would go down to the Pit of thoſe damned perſons in 
that ate reſerved in everlaſting chains, ind preach that b. 
Doctrine unto them, Here am I receive me, and e ſpall b. 
 eain life 3 we queſtion whether obedience or àdmirati- 1 
on would be more their exerciſe : Would they not | Þ* 
bind that Command as a-Chain of Gold about their | © 
= neck? But know it, ye that refuſe him now, ere long 
he ſhall refuſe you.Oh, when ſhal that precious promiſe 0 
that is in Zech. 8, 21. be accompliſhed, Aud the inbabi·- k. 
tant, f ene City ſball go to another ſaying, Let ws go ſpeedily | ® 
s pray befer the Lord, and to ſeth the Lord of Hoff; I will 1 
% t: Or as the Wore may be rendered continually. tl 
When ſhall ſuch a voice be heard in the City of 1 
p 
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Satzen? Seing our [Brethren above ſing without 
© ceaſing, let us fray without ceaſing : And to you that 
& prays, I ſhall ſay this Word, ye that fervently pray 
Without ceaſing ; it is not long before ye ſhall ſing 
= Without ceaſing, and without all interrvption. 
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I kel. 5. 17. Pray without ceaſing. - 
„% „ ns od Oo Rey, | 75 
| Re | godlineſs is ſo entice and undivided 2 thing, 
id the party of it are ſo inſeparably knit. and 
linked one with another, and cannot be parted, chat it 
Lis like Chriſt; mat thay, was-withiut ſeam, that. it could not 
be dvided; and except the whole fall ro us by divine 
let, we. can have no part nor portion in it; and were 
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F Pfrained to. caſt 4 vail over them. Were we intertaiß K 


* 
Meſſenger of Prayer, we might by taſting of the firſt 


| ererciſe pf Prayer, and did eut down a branch with a 


GER SE. | 

5 ts : Ly 

14 * , 
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ah 


s the-Duty-of Prafirt. | 


hearts, the inſeparable connexion and near cog tion 


that is amongſt all the graces of the Spirit, we ould 


not be ſo partial: and divided in our purſuits afte- 


them, ſeparating thoſe thing: which he hath joyned together, 
which oſtentimes is | thevoctaſion: that _ nakedneſs "I 
pear: ze neither ſhould we (if 


. 


and deformity dbth appes | 
this were believed) be ſa ſoon-fatisfied with our at- 


= 


ing an holy oblivion add forgetfulneſs of all that we 
have: putchaſed to put by our hand, and ſhould be 


i fermard 20, thoſe things that are befare, lid meg we at> 


ts: to that fature of in Cbriſt. And till grace have its 


perfect work; and want nothing, we cin never be 7 ; 
conſtant. . Among all the graces of the Spirit, which: 


* 


a Chriftian ought vigorouſly to purſue after, this grace 


of Prayer is not amongſt the leaſt? it is that Which, 


— 


| keepeth all the graces of a Chriſtian in life and vigour, 


and maketh us fas: and flouriſhing... and bringeth forth fruit 


6 


in our old age: and except the Chriſtian be planted oy - 
that Wall, his branches will never climb over:the Wall; 
whois the Chriſtian that groweth like 4 palm tree, au 

dub fouriſh at th Cedar in Lebanon ? It is nt be that ii 
Nantes iu ah Houſe of the Lord, mbich is # Houſe of Prayers Þ 
And we conceive. that the fundamental cauſe why . 


grace; and the real-exerciſe of godlineſs is under ſucenh 
4-woful and remarkable decay in theſe days, it iN. 


of obedience unto this great Cemmandment, Pray 
vit hunt ceaſing,” Welfe we dwelling furty dayt in 


„ 
Mount with GOD, our faces ſhruld ſhine; and we fbould be con- 1 


holy and divine correſpondency with Heaven by 


Fruits of that Land a far off. Prayer is one of theſo faith · 
ful Meſſengers and Spies which a Chriſtian ſends forth 
io vie y the promiſed Land, and which always: doth. } 
bring Weener that excellent and glori- 
ous Land. O when went ye to the brook Eſbeal by che 
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this more ſolidly believed and imprinted upoſ urn 


tainments; (but in manner) ſhould be intertzin: 


' clufter of grapes; and were admitted to behold that 
Land, which is the glory of all Lands; in the midi 
| of-which doth grow, bus tren of Life which bears twelv 
u of Fruits every year? Owhar A Land ſuppoſe you 
ite be, wherein arc twelve Hurveſts every Ycar ? 


Alas, e are ſtraitned in our Deſires, which male 


As ſtraitned in gur ejermens May not we blu 


und be aſhamed, that che men of the world ſhoull 


© Give; give; after theſe paſſia and tranſſent vanities of 
the World, and that Chriſtians ſhould! Eo baiprovol 
eo enlarge their deſires:ag Heaven, and 18 tlie ani 
I iber ſin ſbori after theſe things that ate moſt high 
And divine ia xheir nature, and ang more fruitflil, and 
Aa euntsgicus in their enjoyfreſit we rchink ignorance 

is the ciuſe of our ſlow purſuir after theſe things and 
mnoraues in men of tlie world is the oc iſion of their 


wilt 

; floy vaniejes ol this vaim and trünſtene world. 

Words) {peck ſomewhae:tolthar' which doth/obſcru8 1 

| Chriſtiavy" cor in his ſecred; retiremonti and con- 

| ee God, ſo that the dobt of gceeſt is often- 
times ſhut upon him, and he hath not the dignity con: 


| ferred upon him to enter inte be belief fl. 
We ſpake likewiſe to that which was the beſt and 
moſt compeadieus way te maintain fellowſhip and 
| / Communion-with' God after once it is attained, that 
L When” our Hearts are enlarged, e may keep our ſpi- 
nir ina tender and f. piritual frame; we ſhall now in 
the neut place ſpeak a little to you, how a *Chriſtian 
| ther they be deluſions /'yew or not; or tokens and 
| fignificarions of the Lords -{pecialondifingular reſpett: 
4 _—_ * — we ſpenk of that, ws ſhell premiſe theſe 
Fu that's Man whicft hath bur a common work 
| of the. ſpirit, and hath never been endowed with real 
| ut Bring Grace; he” may-artain to many flaſkes of 
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eularge their defiret as: hell and as death and ſhall cry, 


1 
* a fo and yigorous purfuit afteweheſt end leſs and pile 
$ did at che laſt\occafion:(ſpeaking upon theſe 


| — be helped to know the reslity of his enjoy ments, 
werk | 
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corruptions are not much abated thereby; neither ĩs 


ons) they de grow without any oppoſition; and/they 


 converſings one with anotlierꝭ than ĩntheir ſetret retire. 


| lave; they do not much ſtudy and endeavour to guard 


„ t8-the Duty ef Prages:. 8 "8 
the Spirit, and ſome taſtings #f the / Pow##s of 1hF World © - 3 
to come, as hkewiſe to the feceiving of the Word of 
the Goſpel: with: joy, as is clear from eh 6. 6. nd 
Mat. 13. 30. He may have many things that looks like 
the moſt heavenly and ſpiritual enjoyments of Chriſti- 
an, but we conceive that the enjoyments of theſe thiet 
have but a common work of the Spirit, they re not f 
ſuch a męaſure and degree, as the enjoyments of the 
ſincere Chriſtian: hence they are called in Heb. 6. 5. 
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* 


but a taſting; the Word is ſometimes uſed for ſuen 
a taſting; as when one goeth to the Merchant tobu x 
Liquor, he doth receive ſomewhat to taſte, to teach 

him. to buy, but thzt is far figm the word which i in 
Hal. 26, 8, They ſhall be rabwiitantly. ſatisßed with the. fat. 
nel; of h Houſe; aud ti ſhall mals them arink of the i 
river of thy Pleaſures. And from that; Word which is in 
Cant, 5. 1. Sat and drink abundantly, O Beloved.''. We i 
conceive-likewiſe,; thit thgir enlargemeits and enjoy. 
ments whick they have, the ſtrengtk and vigor of their 
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conformity with Ged attained; hence is tat word} | 
Met 13. 30. Tho they receive the word with joy; yet 
the thorris (which we do underſtind to be corrupti- 


that never knew what it was to bave the ſtrength and 
vigdur of their luſts abated by their enjoyments the7 
have but a common work of the Spirit Phe hypd- 
erites enlargements are rather in publik, and in their | 


ments: and tkoſe enjoy ments that they: have when they 
convetſe one with another they del rather Joy and re“ 
joyce becauſe: of applauſe that they have by ſuch en- 
largemeuts, and of a reputation of having femiliariry : 
and intimatneſs with God, rather then for the enjoy 
ments themſelvas and that dignity and. bonour batk 2 
been conferred u pon them to taſreſome of that river 
that flows from beneath the Throne of God 3 we eon. 
ceve likewiſe, that in all their enjoyments that they 
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odd Houſe, that clots haſt brought me -bitherts ? and alfo 2 
in e gegn. where that enjoymenr which 7% p 
| had: of Gods 4 to ſee Him with the ſreing of the tye ( 4 0 

nt in thoſe days) He 8 2 
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ways to ſit near the duſt, the more that Grace ex?! 
alt us to Heaven: and we conceive that it iss moſt ex 
cellent way to keep our ſelves in Life after our enjo)j⸗- 
ments, to be walking humbly with God, and ts know - 
that the root brareth us, ind not we the reot, Chriſtian ' 
enlargements that axe real, have this effect upon them, 
it doth provock to 2 more conſtant exerciſe/in pur. ⁵ 
ſuing after God, theirdiligence is enlarge when they 
are enlarged ; Hence is that word, Eſal. 116, 2. Bea. 
cauſe God hath inclined his Heart unte me (which pre». 
ſuppoſeth acceſs ) thirefore will I call upen him at long av hh 
Ilive, It is certain that if our enjoyments be re- 
al, they will be well improven, for this isz ſweet 
fruit which doth always -accompany them. 
2. Ye may likewiſe know the reality of your:enjoye 2 
ments by your endeavours to remove all impedimem n 
and ebſtruRions that may interrupt your: fellowſhip I 
and correſpondence with God, zccording to that 
word, Cant. 3.5, When after the Church did behold 
him who had been ſe long abſent, ſhe is put to this, !ñ ñ⁶ 
charge you O ye danghters of Feruſslem. by the Rees and by © 
the bind of the field that ye ffir not up ner awake 1 d;. 
beloved till he pleaſe.. I conceive: this is one of the 
moſt certain demonſitations.of the reality of-enjoy= .Þ 
ments when ye are put te mote Carefalnels and ſolici- 
tude to have all things teken out of the way that max 
provoke him to go. away, and quench his hely Spirit 
O! but ie is a marvelous undervaluing of the grace of 
Jeſus Chriſt to rake ſuch! a latitude to our ſelves after "© 
weave been enlarge. 
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e may likewiſe know the reality of your enjoy. 
ments by chis, when ye do attain casſörmity with 


God by. your.cnjoyments : hence is chat Word, 2 Cr, 
318. whom hebolding as in ol the gie, the Lord, wr 
mere chan d into the ſame Image, from glory ti glin, even 4 
8 2 the. Spirit of the Lord, Our comuption maſt be abated, 
ik we, would prove the reality of our-enjoyments : for 
ie give them that compleat latitüde which they 
be had before, we have reaſon to be ſuſpicious and 
aus cver our ſelves: and we ſhallfay rhis, do not 
roſt uponall your enjoyments that you have here with 
in time, as ſatisfaſtory, but let them rather provoke 
88 r than ifuffice your deſires and longinggs. 
et holy man David new of no beginning of ſatif- 
= 8 when eternity ſhould come arcording to 
= ac word; -Pfel. 17. 15. Men L awake, (that gs in the 
©. bled motviing. of the Reſurrettion) then ſhall I be ſe: 


- 


nh, Did David: never find ſatisfadti- 
3 2 here: belege A that he did receive Whs but the 
ems chat did flow from that immenſe and profcurid 
fountain and ſea of love, He did drink but of tlie brook, 
. Wie he was here belowzgbut when he was above, he was 
owned tinthatr immenſt Sea of Love, and there was, 
abundantlyſarigfied;: O let che ſtreams lead you to the 
ri River, when ye win there, ye may fit: 
ad pen your ſongs of everlaſting praiſe: 1 5 | 
each volley of Heber; which muſt be i door of hope, 
SE haycmorcentire and: full enjoyment of him. 
bib thirdly. ws hall ſpeak to, ſhall be thoſe 
des which a Chriftiad may have by theexerciſe 
8 2 Prayer, we wayTay this unte von, come. and ſee, cin 
© beit reſolus the Queſtion?: for thoſe ſpiritual advan- 
7 ge which s Chriſti) may have in the real and fpt- 
bs. iltual diſcha rge of hie Dur 8 that they axe better felt 


=: moritold; leis impoſibleforetimes for # Chriſtian to 


IS: mike langua « ob.thefe precious ang <xcellent things 
E Shar he meeramoerh' in goers angiferionus prayer. 
The fielt advantage; it doth hes the graces of the 


Sotirit eminentiy in exerciſe, 14 m tcdem vigorous 
þ+ Spirit eminent) in exereiſe, it mis chem vis 
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adh of Proper: " MY 
nd gre teen it keeps the oo oF love f e £0 
ane chat is much in the exerciſe of prayer, he doth; e- 

ive ſo-miny notable diſcoyeriecand minifeſtations of 
he ſweetneſs ond glory of Godjand moſt rich participas 


* 25 
a f ions of that unſpeakable delight which is to be found ; 
ted. En him That he is conſtrained to cry forth} who I, 
for Net love him who i 1b. King ef ier! O, hen met ye”. * 
they Neith ſuch an enjoyment of God in prayer; as this „ 


Did ye conceive that ye were closthed with an impoſe. 
bility-to love bim too much? Or to love Him as he 


:not 

rith. Nenght to be loved? ? And When did: ye condeive that ix 5 
voke {vas an abſurd: epinion, - that he could be loved: 406." T 
og. uch? Hence thiſe two are conjoynicd together, &, 8 


her evermove,” and Proy without ceſſug. "And what i 4 
Joy. but a Fruit of Love, or rather an immenſe mea fure 
Love? We confeſs, it is s queſtion that is diſftenſt 5 
to determine, aer Prayer er Faith doth Re ˙ JA 
„Lore moſt in exerciſe? We rhink Love: (whote Fouts... 
Ydation is upon Senſe) is moſt kept itt exergiſe TY 
Prayer: Hence it ie, when we | «re fraitned inthe 
ook, Wexerciſe of that Dury J hen he turns Slut the Fonts. 
was 4 bis Thyprie; then love begins to langt an decay} > J 
ind then that excellent race of | Faiths: doch $5 
in, and Peak thus to Love! wait o GOD, hh A 85 
t praiſe him, who is the health of m eountenants, . 
h, Faith can Read Love in his Heart, hem Sch 
einnot Read Love i in His Hinds, nor in His Face, t 
when He ſſemeth to frown, or ko ſtrike, Faitlr. . 5 
make ſuch a Noble Expoſition on ſuch a Diſpeolations 
I know the tho *ghtr of bis Heart, they. avs They ir of Ponens: © 
aud not of Wa,” m0 give me an expeFed ele) anno nit 8 oy 
Prayer doth likewiſe keep the Grace uf Mocilfiration 
eminenrly j in exerciſs;; Would ye kus Wet i oh... 
Reaſon that our corrupriqns t do ſing ſe man N 
riumph over us, and we Ire fo wüch led privs: vos 
mm according to their Wit? Js it not the wart 
the's exerciſe of ſreret Prayer, and fbr ue are. Not. 
uren up in the imglen e the Ange 195 muſt bin 
us 91d Serpent, 5 evil, «as is <q <1] 
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ßEj) . 
I. Thathath the great Chain in his hand. Hence pn 
When his Corruptions were awakened. and- ſtirring 
> within him, he knew ng Weapon ſo ſuitable fo 
chem 2s Prayer, as is clear; from 2 Cor, 12. 7,8. when 
J of Satan was ſent to buffet him, it i 
ald, that be beſonght:the Lord thrice, that this might depan, 
 - from lin. And our bleſſed Lord Jeſus: (ſpeaking d 
the enſting out of a Devil) he ſaith, Matth. 17. 2 
Mut lind gott h ner. out; but by faſt ing and Prayer. It is 0 
wonder that oftentimes we are led Captive by our own 
$-. Iniquities and Luſts, and Corruptions mocking at our 
* Profeſſion, and ſcorning ſuch weak and feeble Buil- 
ders, as weare, ſay to us, can ſuch feeble. Jews xs thiſe 
nere, build ſuch ffately and glorious buildings in one 427 
but ye who are much in the exerciſe of this Duty, and 
= who to your own apprehenfions do not receive much 
victory over your Luſts, which maketh yon oftentimes 
= cry forth, Ii ig in vain fur me to ſeek the Almighty, and 
wb profit is there that 1 prdy unto bim? Wo confeſs, the 
mall Succeſs that a Chriſtian hath, ; when he doch diſ- 
- charge the Duty of Prayer, doth ſometimes conſtrain 
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Aim to draw that Concluſion: (Iii pray us mere) We 
© think the ſmall victory that Ye obtain over your Luſts, 
Ee the little increaſe in the Work of Mortiſication, mai 
. ironed from the want of that divine fervency, and 
= holy Fervour that 8 ht to have in your Propoſing 
= your deſire unto God, the effectual fervent prayer of the 
= Righteius availeth mucb, as James ſaith, Chap. 5.26, If we 
Want Fervericy in: propoſing our deſires unte God, it 
= is no wonder, that we want Succeſs, or likewiſe, .it 
mi proceed from our. want of Faith, our Misbelict 
gig the return of our Prayers before we begin With 
do pray, and lay ing this unte us, though we Call, he iI 
ier Anwer; but as James faith, Cbap. 5. 19. The Prayer 
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| Faith may ſove jou wh are ſick, and may 1aile you up, 
for whatſoever je atk in prayer, believing ye ſbal receive 1. 
And it doch oſtentimes proceed from the love and 
5 rats; God hath to you, deſiring that your Wan 

Wente be always bleeding, b that you may "By 
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be, of Prayer © : 4 "= 

keep about his Throne. Is it not known, that fr 
pur necellitieswereaway, we ſhould abridge and minck | 
much of our ſecret Devotions to God? fn a minner 
Cecellity is that Chain whereby God binds the Feet Þ} 
is - own: to. His Throne, He deſireth not that they*  Þ 
ould he away, and therefore they halt, ſo that the 
e e Strength to bear th 2. e 

rayer. doth Itkeways keep the Grace of Patienes - | 
under dur moſt ſad and Fees gn ir emi» - + 
ent]y-1n.-exercife, would ye know the 'moſt com- 
pendious way to make you to poſſeſs your Souls in pa- 
tence, under great Troubles? Then be much in 
the exerciſe of the Grace ef b Hence is thae 
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Word, Jans, 13. Hany man br affiifted. let him pray, &c. 
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decay ig u through the want of Prayer: It is impoſ 
file e ee believe, except he be much in 
Wh + the Exerciſe of Prayer; We may maintain a vain hope 
7” and perſwaſioh, but the Spiritual Exerciſe of Faith can- 
nec be kept in Life without the Holy Exerciſe of Pray. 
e. Hence it is that Prayer, when Faith is beginning 


- 


do decay, doth go te God, and cry forth, Lord I belieus 
Fe my wnbeliefs And we conceive there are thoſe three 
= Grounds and Golden Pillats of Faith, en which it doth g 
len, which Prayer doth- offentimes adminiſter and * 
give 75 15 + Firf#, There. is that Golden Foundation, 
de Faithfulneſtef GOD, which Prayer doth aboundantly 
make evident to the Chriſtian : Hence when a Chriſti 
an doth-pray according to his promiſe, and doth re- 
Five a rettirn'of his Prayer, he doth receive a Demon- 
tration of the Faithfulneſs cf God, which is a Pillar 
on which Faith doth lean, Prayer doth Likewiſe give 
unt Faith this ſecond Pillar, which is the Evidence 
nad Demonſtration of the Goodneſs of 0D. 0! 
but one that is much taken up in the Exerciſe* of the 
Grace of ag daſh large 'and eminent Diſcoveries. 
af God doth he receive, he-ofrenrimes 1 their 
&- Fears, and overcomes their Hopes and ExpeRations, 
EF. he doth not regulate our Enjoymentg@according'to 
deut (eſire, but he dath regulate them according to 
ther Divine and moſt Bleſſed Rule, his own good Will 
nun Pleaſure, and O bleſſed ate we in this that it is ſo! 
And Wiraly, Prayer doth likewiſe furniſh''ro Faith, 
Experience, which is a Pillar on which Faith muſt 
Lean z That which miketh the Chriſtian to have fo 
| Cimall experience is want of the ſerious and conſtant 
= Exerciſe of Prayer. O, but when he frowneth, ws 
wicht have many things to ſupport our ſelyes, if we 
= were” much in the ferious Exerciſe of this Duty of 
Royer: And truly if we had theſe three Pillars, out 
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Der oh not return empty. 
e 


i Now:che, ſecond Adyantage that « Chiiftian oth 
I Reap by the Exerciſe of Prayer! is, he is admitted by 
eee intimate and/fimnitier Corieſpon 
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be or be . 
nag up his 
nion and Fehler 


ſingular in theſe wy YH 
lieved; we ſhould be more Chant 5 — eonſtant ** 


the; purfuir'of it. I confeſs and wonder, thac we are. 
not put to debate ofcentimes, whether there beſuch a 
thing as. Communion - _ l with him, we 
= > little” enjoy it, What happinels, (O Beloved 
er the Lord, ik 0: = 3 dare call: you] have ye,” which 
doth ſo much ſatisfie vouz, That when ycur eternal. 
happinefs' is clearly. *holden . any your Faces 


et yo ſo much vndervalue it? Sv this perſwa 
6 hath Lie 14 


cometh not from him who hath calle Hang, T'chin 
2 * and the Souls gf juſt men now made pe 
(ifT may fo ſpeak) if they were zamitted to chold 
that wonderful erat of Communian od 
hip. with GOD: that is amongſt the Chr ſtians 825 
this Gene! * O, how might they ſtand and ro 
us? y would think it 2 N and My 
10 behold, 5 ee ef him, who can Hever be 
vilned; Would not we blaſh and be «fhamed, jt his 
no imbrage you, Ye that have ſo much undervalued 
tim? 1 now no ſtin that 2 Chriſtian ſhall be fo much 
aimed of, when he ſhall behold that Noble Plan of 
_ at the low ind unde tvaluin oo. i and 
Apprehenfions chat he bath had of him. If in Heaven 
re-wets, 4 lititude' for ut to pray, we ſhould prey 
by 25 Prayer (when firft our Feet thx Ind withia th ri 
epo eee ih Door of . 5 4. 
— 3 7 2 


i Dili aud nlliigation, oo - 
Fay fot. nnderualuing of Te, O precious: CHRIST. 

Ihe third Advantage which a Chriſtian hach in the 
* | Exerciſe of Prayer, is this, it is ebar-Duty: by which 
e muſt attain to the Accompliſhment ofthe promilcs, 

Ver he will de ſupplicared fer the accompliſhing of 
des, this. is clear in Exel. 36/ 47. where in the pre 
Feeling words, there is hamed and holden forth large 
l precious promiſes,” yet he ſubjoyneth. Thus ſaith | 
i. the Lord God, 1 will ges for thitht inquired of by the heft if 
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B the-fourth and lat Advantage thata Chriſtian doth | 
- par os 002 excellent way to reſiſt temptations that | 
SUITS. 
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CF 
the Lit ſuitably ie be ought, under h ſpiritual Fonds 
ich f 0 ies;_ We confels, it is one oF rue morn 4 
7055 difficult tasks in Chriſtianity, for a Perſon to walk with 


- - W divine füßmiſſion under his publick bonds, that when” © 
2 Jod ( in the depth of his unſearchable wifdym) bg 
. thought ge to draw a vail over his face, to ſubforide 
W char truth. He bath dene all things wel, We confeſs G 
4111 bach theſe precious deſigns in ſuch a diſpenſation; 38 
ſuf that he: may firſt hide pride from our exes, and that we 
. 1 may. be taught to walk hombly with Him, Of bur ie 
1% Wwe were always enlatged in our ublick venverſmy. * 


one with another, how would we efteem. of «ub 
above meaſure, and begin to undervaluc theſe p 8 
that are not thus kindly dealt with by God? ene R A 
is that he always mixeth cut wine with our. water's 
he knoweth that the pouring in of ſuch precious liquor,. I» 
theſe bruckle veſſels of ours:could not celttamng.: 
le hath-chis deſign likewiſe. in fuch: a dillon 
that we may he put to the fweet Exerciſe of that grate 
ef prayer ; in a-worl; that we; aaiy be conflantan = 2y 
ſerious in that duty. We: con ive; if {Omg Koen. 
of words and enlargements in publick were gan; 
we wand. abridge ind come ſhort in our private Seay 
votiohge It is the great ſcope and main dit often 
to ſeem great in che Kingdom of Nen ” 
ws 


unte 
niſes 
ſes? 
t bit 
h in 
AC 
doth 
*0M*- 
that 
ions, 
* belt that faithful and true witneſs / 
Ulle. . Aud chere is chis deſign likewiſe. in füch 
jef. J Von, and it is that we. may be convinced of our , 
us ot the. 55 


| geillm, and pride of our hearts, n tl 
Yd pMMxtous x 


pxious chovghts-about it; but in-our.publick i; 
eth I de bonds, O how gen we mourn And fepide, , 
$0 WM Peconfels,. we think cheſe fepinings doth rather. A 


** 


men, though they be leaſt in the eſtimstion , 
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ag l Som this, that we think they gourd. of would 
. pauſe is now beginning ta wither over u 
79. tbesefore we cy forth. I if better for un te die, than , I 
e ben from this, Mans of ebe proſenge of I qu Chris auf 


walk bee bit ſwartuelr 1 which we me 
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e  Direfti0 and Infligationgt” 
= Krongly convince you by this, is it not ſometimes: ſo 
Wie ene that under your publick bonds, when ye 
= have been molt remarkably ſtraitned. within your 
ſelrec; yet if your hearts have. not conceived evil of 
Vo, but have teſtified. their ſatisfaRion z doth not 
| Your forrow then detay, and there is no more repim 
1 * ee C 
Nes we think the beft and moſt eompendious wiy 
ber a Chriftian to bear ſuch « dſparifation. Tis to — 
5 — 2 — ie 3 things — 
10 ur complaints upon our ſelves)] is this; We 
1 mould ſtudy much the vanity of our popular applauſe, 
© 22 and tranſient a thing it is. I confeſs 
- T would w A no greater miſery to any than to ſeck 
nud eo have it: We think it miſery enough to have 
t; But certainly they walk ſafeſt 1 moſt ſecureſt thit 
ers not for it. Hence a Heathen ſaid well te this 
1 | Be Qu? bene later, bene nuit: He that lur ls wil, 
l., I would likewiſe have you much taken up 
e conſideration hew-ye have great diſadvantage 
eu repinings and murmurings which ye have 
- agunſt bis diſpenſations, in ſttaitaing you in publick. 
® A Chriſtians, do not your repinings incapacitate and 
+ mndiſpoſe you for the going about the exerciſe of ſe - 
ctet prayer? Doth not your repinings under your 
© - bublick- bonds, wake your Bonds ſtrong upon your 
= Spirits? I confeſs, a Chriſtian may eonttact and draw WM. 
” on ketters and berids by one hoursrepining againſt M 
fun diſpenſations, than he is able to ſhake off for mi. 
"my days: and: when ye are.repining againſt ſuck dil: 
Ss penſations; that ye have met with, doth not your luſts 
© and corruptions ſtir and awake within you? Surely they 
chen prevail, as we may ſay; nule cantradicente, nothing 
ii oppoſition againſt them to our apprekenfion. , 
We would alfoſay this to you, that ye may attain 
tos divine and holy. ſubmiſſion to ſuch 4 diſpenſation 
this, yo would e much in the conſideration from 
ist fountain your repinings and-murmyrings doth 
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1 NN l N a 
from which they ſpring ? Is it not rather from i pr. 
:  -ciple-of pride, chan from à principle of love ccd 11s 
u eee in Sed; "from a principle of ſelf eſtimation - 
f WW rather chen from à principle of Tongivg for eus 
Child and ſorrow: for his withdrawing himſelf from 
you (Cthe” evil of Diourepbes: deſiring the prebeminente 2 
ways. the Brethren )-"it is frequent'amongſt- us, co- 
voting to be as. one faid, Aut Ceſar, an; nibil We de- 
ite either tobe ſingular and metehleſt, or elſe to be 

nothing: We confeſs, if 4 Chriſtian did ſeriouſly : 
,ponder theſe things, and meditate yes them, certain- 
Tyke'mightbluſh'and be aſhamed of bis own folly; he ; 


Pl 
- 
4 . 
* 
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Jou in heaven above, Which is nor like the\ 
* Hhaſuerigs that lafid for an hundred and fourſcore fir days s | 

but this bleſſed” Feaſt ſhall. laſt throughout zl the ages! 

'of long and endleſt eternity. Belleve it, it ſhall be a bleſs 
ed and everlaſting feaſt, it ſhall be an everlaſting feaſt! 
+ of love; Tt ſhall: be a feiſt that ſhall not be capable off 
Any periodinorend,noryer {hall know of any loathing. 
- *There'is no ſutiety, neither any loathing in Heaven; 
And, O, may not this comfort. you in Your Journey 
and incite and dat fone your deſites to follow afterhimg 
Who is altogether deſirable, and alrogether lovely, and 
That kei and mining lr. 
+, And likewiſe, I would fay this to you, even to yon 
Tho are Atheilts and ſtrangers: to this precious exer 
Al of the fie of Prayer; Ithink it were, complead 
© miſery to you, if there were no more. but that ye 
dit fkrangers to it, even to the exerciſe of this duty of 
nme; bor we. think the exerciſe: of godlin thb, it is 
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+." TE) rd to it ſelf, as. ve may ſay that word, Piet as ſili 
denn. It is ſuch an inconceivable and excellent a\ VF ts 
2 Thing, chat it is a reward to them whoſyever have it: 22 
75 And, O! will not your hearts be prevailed with, to e 
dull in love with ſuch a zare and excellentexerciſe, e-. I prec 
ven with the exerciſe Ange which we bonceive 15 k 
is profitable for allthing: ? And, O1 will ye make it your - 
ud to praꝶ to Gos, and to be in the exerciſe of N ofeh 
” Godlineſs, without which ye ſhall never ſer g; _with- deli 
dut which ve Hall never be admitted to behold him 7 
the beholding of whomis the exerciſe efall the Saints, Wer cc; 
aud of allthe Souls of juſt men now made perfect, and H nble 
of all thoſe precious T pO pang are now about bis hat 
; Slorious Throne) and withour the exerciſe of which, Nil! 
hee, ftet of yours ſhall-never be admitted to ſtand 
uiekin the bleſſed gates of that precious City, even the i 
© City of the New Jeruſalem, where al the redeemed of the Nhat; 
: Lord are and without the exerciſe.of which, ye ſhall be Wiz ft. 
{ eternally and undoubtedly undone. If ye want ged- i 
© lineſs, ye (ball undergo the paingof hell; and the tor · eile 
ment of that lake that burneth with fire zud briinſtone; MF 
and t af is coming when that cuiſe (chat ſad curſe) 
all be ſadly accompliſhed upon yen, whickiis in Deus. 
28.34. Thow ſhalt be mad, . for the fight of thine ee which 
Nou ſhalt behald, and when the Lora ſhall ſamtts thee with an 
evil that thou cant? wot be healed ef, even from ile ole ef the 
n to. the crown of the bead, ang they. ſhalt beams an aſto- 
mene, and a proverb uuto al. Nations whithetſacver the 
Eri ſbal carry theo, and thou ſbalt be Amit before thin. 
enemies: Thou ſhalt go out one way againſt-them, and then 
halt flee ſeven ways bafors them: and thy carcaſe ſhall be meat 
unto che fowls of the air, and to the beaſts of the feld, av 
nene ſha fray them away ; and all theſe things. (ball cm „n 
upon thee fl thou” be defiroyed. 3 8 e ' 
0 Atheiſts, what a terrible and. dreadful fight thafl 
i be, when ye ſhall behold thoſe black and hideous 
| everlaſting chains, that ſhall once; be wrathed about 
your curſed necks. O! to be thinking that ere long 
ye are to dwell and take up your everlaſting e 
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e the Daty of Proyer- 
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ich there is no tedemption again; and tha 
door og he Þrifan houſe is ſcaled with the ſeal of ahe 77 
King, which is an unchangeable and unalterable de- 
cree, Oh k if the apprehenſions and thopghts. of is 
could 38 and ſtir you up to pity yqur awn | 
precious and immortal Souls ( with Which there is 9 
echalge) Oh, what. a woful and marvellous ſtupi- 
diry and hardneſs of heart hath overtaken the people 
ofthis preſent generation, that go xo hell with as muen 
delight and eale, as if they were going to heaven? 
Oh that your ſpirits were once wakened from yputt 
ſecurity, that ye might-perceive the woful and miſe: ; 
bble condition that ye are lying unders . O Chriſtang, 7 
What are ye reſolved to do? Are ye not afraid that 1382 
ſhall be benighted with your work. Oh, ſhall tte 


ont of whi 


lifferings of theſe pains firſt reſolve. you, and clear 4 


you of the ſadneſs and inextricable ſorrows. that are in 

that- bottomleſs pit; now to him who is that bleſſen⁶ſ 
Maſter of Aſſemblies, who can fix theſe words as-nails 
© your hearts, and — 55 can roove them therein; to his i 
elle and. holy Name we defire to give praiſe. ',, ; 
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T7 E deſire to carajend the Bleffed  and-precious: 
V Eſtate of theſe that irg now exalted: above” 

the reach of this blefled exerciſe, and who + 
ve Now made a bleſſed and precious exchange, that 


end of proping witheut ceaſing, they are now praiſing "i 
Itheut £4, "i And, 8 beldven of the Lord, (if ws i 
way call you )- whither. is that blefſedneſs/gane- i 
lich vou did ſpeak. of, the tnjenment aud fraition"of 
wif. ſo that if he would have required it of yu, 
eld baus plucked ous your right eres, and gives tim is of 
=? O, is he:become leſt precious, that your reſpeA@ | 
him are fo much impaired? Was it aot:ogge Tur? 
. „ Avine 
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s 1 *  -  Dir:!#/out- and e,, 
Aieine and bleſſed lor, that 1 not have lived 
one day without the enjoyment of him, in whoſe face 
. «Four eternal bleſſegneſs doth, ly 7 O, but abſence and 
Gs -effrongement from him is thought a diſpenſible want 
is theſe days," and that which is the ground of the 
- "expoſtuJation; is, chat ye Ire ſo little in giving obedi- 
dene unte his bleſſed and precious command, prey with. 
deu ceaſing. Ves if the ſrofies and wall of eule 
WM and it rhe rafters thereof could ſpeik, they, might ut. 
; Ter this complaint upon many Inhabitanrs-of this City, 
 \ "Bhat they de not watch unge prayer, and are not exerciſiug 
& themſelves in thefentertaining a 5 and precious 
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= correſpondence © with Heaven. Oh }*--whither, is 
g th# exerciſe of that precious duty of prayer gone! 

901 how indepepdent ire we in our talk with Cod? 
© O! when did you taſte ſo much of his ſveerneſs, that 
when ye did reflect upon it, ye were forced to ſay, 
et eur beats burn within us, while he ſpake with ul: 

1 When did yr caſt an indiſſelyable knor of love upon 


= your heads, which ye hoped eternity could nor looſe, 
nor diſfol<?F wonder that this is not agueſtion which 
we do. not more debate, how much undetvaluers of 
& communion and - fellowſhip with God here below, 
| { who can live many days without - ſeeing the Sun or. 
©. Stars, wichout beholding of himjcan walk with ſuch wo⸗ 
ful contentment? O lein ſuch a deluſion overtake you. 
n this, char ye Tan reign as Kings without Chriſt, and 
bench ind full without his fulneſs'? it were, no 
& doubt, the ſpecial advantage of a Chriſtian, to be re · 
being gom all things that are here below; and to be 
iclofing bimfelf in « ſconce; in a bleſſed, and divine con. 
= templation of that inviſible Maj eliy, aud to have our Souls uni. 
hahn iel cord which is wot eaſily broken. © 
@ + Bur: now te come to the words, the next thing 
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which we intend to. ſpeak to from this, is, 20 know 


Rebar i che moſt-compendiougway fo keep yobr fouls 
n life; vnd to bave them flouriſhing as 4. war-red gar 
eee ef proyer, we ſhall oy. theſe four 
be I SIS 
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Fin bi wn in. the exerciſe of the Oe bf fear 


2 


pd (ok. ye ga to Pray; that ye ivy have high and revee 
rent apprehenfiops of tbat glo oriouy add teridle-Maje- - 


7 be ore whom ye. Pray z there 1 precious promiſe | | 


"for this. in 1/c. 50, 5. Thw ſhalt: en La be enlargett N. 
but our AtF 
"engraven. on i our «To worſbiping 


iſm c and our. having the * ae 
an un known | 
God.) maketh vs to have ſo little acceſs unto Him. and 
tſtefa little of 21 ſweetneſs, that cauſeth the. ids " 
thiſe 2 are aſleep te begk, How oftentimes go. ye 29 5 
prayer add are gg more in the exeteiſe of fear, than ik 
fg one that is beo you ? Thoſe - 
ed Wir that are now about his Thrane, O, with 
what. reverence and fear do they adore him ? And if it 
be the praCtice of the pad Houfe,” why ought i it W 
be the practice of this lower Houſe: | 
$ecandhe, if ye would. wala to. enlargement in the ; 
ole © 1 


| 


pxercile of prayer, ye would be much in payiug t 


vows that n have made to God, when ye were eu- * 
lirged, am perſwaded of this, that our making Inquiry 
after. Yaws, an our deferrivg - to pay. them, ſay 
in, our Practice ( before the Angel ) it "Was an error, it 
* , no doubt, n ico an fg to Sk 4 
e. two are conjoined ogether, -paying of vont and 
aceeſsto God, J ob 224.2 «. Thoj ſhelt: a 7 72 120 D 
52 «pd ful 15 hear. the (1 which is, 5 5 3 1 | 
(halt ey; by vows. {Ars there, 10 many of us that de 
Dar of io 7 wm 5 0 got ax | 
e Mall our relotutions our. Pri | 
Na 10 {p08 ee een 
Thee is 4 third, ing ys we mould ; ve vun u acoms 
ndious way... to ittain to. the exerciſe of prayer, a, 
e init, be mich in tha 1 to hi ervencies | 
„hen we. 80 tor Prayer Tee and ſtrajt- 7 
8275 we kakg . Fg our {elves to 1 ank 
ger ont 185 ers ?. 0, do we not Know whata able, 
. Me „to weeſtle- with God, wergtp ul,” 
[ the-daw the day, and not; Fo ler bin ge til he. 
* 15 oat val et ne. wy to Leit enlarge," 
| . 1 e ng 


E: Ir, 22 4 
2 ments? wes it of ng brei, 


—— 4, 


p * his Ants 


web, they. Proceed wi 
that he never went: from "God with. 


to find kim again. It is a fayibg that tniby. of 
Aoth not fo much 43 endeavour rv, nee NAY 
. we may ſay, that. fin of veutrality and indifferen: 
"'v ig prayer, bath: ſtain ts; ten +houſants. of . enjoy. 
i 2 3 out flus (i in prayer. J bath "Ber flap. ler; 
| Here is 1 fourth” thing whlch we hall ſpeak; ui 
# "to; the moſt compendious way to attsid enlarge. 


dent in the exerciſe of- 1 and. it is this, ye 
'E 75 de under 4 deep and divine Imprefſicu of th. ſe 

ops that ye ate to ſpeak of to Gd in the exerciſe 
of- either to have your ſpitits under in im- 


E. prayer 
[- -- Preitton” of forrow or. an Impreſſion of-- oY. 10 
miner 2 Chriſtian, ou aht to ſpeak his prayer to his 
1 ' before he a it to. God and if ve ſpeak” no 
Wren nor what out Hearts doth indite, our prayers would- 
not be long and we mould efchew theſe vain and need. 
den repetitions that we uſe in che exerciſe of that 
t Fo of Prayer. O, bit we are excecdiag raſh _—_ dur 
= mouth, and haſty 'vith"our ſpirits in een things, 
deere G So, Alweft N £0 to'prayer, büt if we 
So To nach Grace'as to-refle& upon ſt, we might be 
vinced of this that we have utter ed things tha . 

fit. to be uttered unto- 864 5.45 when Tah 

; of A burdens and croſſ:s which ye never did ſeriouſly 
1 e upon, and like wise peik of theſe things, as. 
= your joy, 1 lo whith ye did never rejoyee, * 0 A 
Je bia te be altogether © ſuch an — N our oh 
tA turk 'a woful curſed prackiee an d cluſi on as this 

ſhould overtake you' ? If Chiiffiin would" (i 
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not lis Teriouſgeſs- and ki 7 a; 
3 72 — are often conjoyned in the Fim, Terjed, and 
e veard me, the one importing his ferycncy, and the 6- 
Our prayers for Suk = moſt y 32 
ittle 

za zealand. See Lem vs. . This 'way-the (ing a 


4 ent Sod, that ay whert he left him, he knew where | 


re,, rw od. oy. ot ney mg” me ow. 


nnr x - a 7 ooh HS 


" a" 


a. SS > roy 


if 


- that yoke aud barden, aß though it were unſup 
but walkin lightly” under that yoke atidheay 


YO OE Io any wo 
» 


<P, "tathe wy of Prajer.. e 
getitions. ook * 1. he might have more; Lay 4 
= acces in the e . of them anto God. 
Now we mall 
grace and duty of pra 


alt. is,, What ein de the” reason 


the return and anfwer of their Prayers, For do we 
not oftentimes pray, and yet do not know whit it is 


to wait: for an {anſwer and return to theſe prayers of 4 
ours ? this on erciſe Which f i ſo much undervalued by. | 
1 


us the wa ok it, doth, no doubt; Krit that matve! 
ſous decay that im in "the: 3 5 


Aod we conceive that the liteſe waiting for the retu 


ind anſwer to 1 og th proeted from the want of the 
of the abſolute photo that we ſtand. 


ſolid fafth, an 
in of thoſe thin 1 that we pray to God for, (for ſtrong 
'neceffitics'make ſtrong defire "46 zvd-carueſt: ex eRations) 


but we may key, chat our 'necelfities' Bo. wi h dur Fe. I 
ve Gone 2 07 more in Waiting fo Ir. and enpec: 3 

Fogel: 17555 Agar prayer! Fe 
here is\this Ilkewife 15 is the Tedtbh "M1 of that wo: * 

ful practice, we have 10t 2 lively and dec reſfion 


tions 3 


of the" burden of theſe mog which we. 3 ald have 
nr 
movin 


= 'our diſcourſe'updh. this noble hy 
er with" this to ſpeak | a Mee 
unto the ariſyers and re turnt of Prayer, __— 
Aud the Gift thing that We (Mall f ſpeak upon. this fu. 

hat ' the Chriſtians * 
iti thele days ite ſo littſe epecting and waiting *. 9 


1 CHriſtiaos Oger 4 


God: as when one Is NN the bo | 
tome Tuſts and fome pregnant and predos - 


"=: 


. Evil, add yet "never cares whether" it be re. 


| abyett or not, and* the reaſun of this which. 575 
l. Walt for, and expect ſo liktle the anſwer and return 


of our *preyett, is, bee use weare not groanidg under 


-burde 

8 therefore' we wait not for the anfwers © dux Pr N 
We loc apdtr our chalagant Fetfers of ifiquiticy, 
81 they were Chaits of Gold” aud feeters of file 


| od ' Zand e eie no wonder that we are not much i 
_ tivexpetetion and wilting © for" dur pa "of Prayer, | 


Tn e * . e taken oft W. 


tables b 


e N | 
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3 Wy ik | 
400 the” 7 75 likewiſe, which js the tabs of 


y 
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| not ſay that ang which, doth- dot always 7 an. an. th 


"and. clearlie. ſhown by this _ reaſon | 5 c ye. he” ſerious 


8 Phe . 


our little waiting for an anſwer to our Prayers, we han 
not a right. N -and.uptaking of the precio 

belt and excellencies ot theſe things that we ſeck fron 
- Got: We do not know; and und 9028 pay ey wh t advantay 
. ſhould fo to us from the. having of theſe th s thi 
we ſeek, aud what marvelious Ailadvantage in 1.088 P! 
te us from the want of them, O! but the People of tg. 
| preſest generation; wherein \we now live, have put 
low rate upon the things of Religion, which, arc of WW fc 
Everlaſting and ſoul... co/icerament,;.cxen thoſe thing Wi fo 
" that were ee moſt precions and.-exccllent /i! 
al thaſetkzt have gone before be, and here taken u © 


; their poſſeſſions and eternal. 0 An, that Bleſſed land i fa 


Which 15 ve. Theke 1 no thing. which we. under. al 
Value and ſet at nought, and that h "our communion WW ® 


© *and. fellowſhip wich God We are indifferent in he. ff © 


viog of it, aad gare nat whether we hare it or. not, li 
ner 1 80 18 * = 835 N Purſs 4 
og af it. ri Fans, Pet! of it th at there 
E theſethree difad rantages tha e u hr. ly 
Yen that is net much in, waiting. fot-the.aulwer, aud Wi! 
- return of his Prayer after he hath prayed... 3 be 
Tue firſt Uiſadvantage is-thig, it is 2 | eompendion 

way te wig to formalitie in the dutje of Prayer, I. will 


Wer co: his prayer, that he cannot pray in l aud 
' ia figeeritie and fervencie, but I peed naß be , afraid. d i ©! 
* ſay. this, that he who is nat ſo Weh ig de ee We 
of waiting. for a return and anſwer to .his, prayer, 

| prays lictle to purpoſe : and it may be: demon 4 | 


the accampliſhiog.of che means, It Je d dt pro: 

ple ſome. — and.defign before ohr eyes; why ye a 

6-7 Now, What ie the end and ſcope that je prop 

| fore. your ſelycs 3 3 your ; goings zut, the TSS tha 

dutic. of Prayer! H cputeſs we paght to . 

to 4 eke pand mean n.to' remove out Eriks, and to oh | 
* to . it 


, 0 
x 4 
we. 2 * q 2. jt 2 FO 5 BY Kt "7 Wi * q 
a 1 4 5 n 2 2 a Fj LOG —4 0 7 * 
4 Wk; — . PER 1 4 ee 22 
r 


* a * 9 9 2 Yew: "FR 7 by n a F 4 g * [ * * it his \ N 3 1 * 
LN * 1 4 : 7 4 \ * 8 1 det” * f * % 4 * P 26” , : 6 . l 
2 * N 17 p 4 - * di 14 6 4 =_ 
« 7 * 70 y 05 er . * | "9 2 . 
o . p * * 2 i #"'y - oP * | o 4 1 


Ae incumbent to us: but if we go notabout the 
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: | | 
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exerciſe of Prayer, under both theſe conſiderations, and 


ekecpt we wit tor the. return and apſwers. certaiglie 


we pray cot rin... ( 
There 184 on adpencage- which s Chriftian 


hath that doth not wait for the ay{wer and return of his 
prayer, he loſcth mem) Cyeet experiences of the one BY 
and good will of God toward him! It is no wonder that 

W many. of us doth not receive much from God, the re- 
es of it is, becauſe we are not expeRing and Waiting 
bor muctifrom him. I will not ſay. but a Cirriſtian that wa 
i dot much in the exerciſe of waiting . may-fometimes 
obtain the anſwer nad return. of his prayers, but we may 
i lay theſe things to ſuch perſons. It your: prayers be 
anſwered, and ye have not waited for the return and 
abſwer of them, ſurelie ye loſe much ſweetneſs and pre- 
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the days. wherein ye Rete taken up in this exexciſc, 11 
| "think that which doth fo plaiply demanfirate that wo. 
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„ e duty of Praje 


1 We ſhall ſay thisſecondly; that there is 4 great aud 
ast difference betwixt che returns of Prayer, aud tu If 
ey of the 'reiurne of it, aud yet it were 2 bid fufes-E 
abdecken e ee gene e © oo 
wer of dur Prayers; though he delay them & while, ur? IY 
Jo ſey that . have'no anſwer” at all, though WW 
confeſs; that is the commonplace from” which Chrifti- 
ins do bring all their. Arguments to prove that their 
prayers are not heard, even ths delay of the au ſwer aud 
returg'of their Prayers: zudthis is clear om. Rev. 5. 
70 11. Where:che fault e theſe;that are crying 1d G , mm 
ths revenge af their Blood upon the Earth,” Their prager m hf 
heard, and yet withally alen are deſired to ſtay & Hivhe; ll 
til their-bretlizen. (that art ie be flain Jiſbail be ff. 
led, aun then theiy Prayer ſhell be fulfilled and acconpliſhett 


„ There-is. this'thirdly,”that we Thalk ſpeak to, und it 
b this,, Thatfometitnes our prayer may be both:beerd- ll 
nd anſwered, and yet que will not believe that it is'fo, - 
When we arc waiting for the diſtinct and ſolid appreken- - 
on of this: meroy::: and we+eonceire that this is ei- 
ther ocestioned through the greatneſs of afffidion upon ol 


— ol 4 


or this may be the, reaſon, of it likewiſe, Why? when 
ur prayers ate both heard and anſwered, we belicye - 
[not that. it is fo, and it is becauſe-of the want of the 
Rercile of waiting for an zuſwer, and that we are if 
nt much taken up in expecting a fetura from. od to 
du prayers; therefore when our prayergare heard and 
uſyereds we gn d believe that ii ia ſ e. 

There is this fourth; thing which we ſhall fpesk te, 
Qngerning the returns of prayer, that the Prayers aud 
iitiess of, Chriltian, even while he is poder the 
ei et mich lief,, they may eee, 2 
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-off is hand, a3 it is clear from Pfad. 116. f 
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halle, all men are liats unt there id u ſweet 
Precious experience which followeth th 
1 the. Lord fer all bis bene 


At, What 
: iþ 2,4 compared: with ver] 
nth. 1 am cat out of #hy fiebe ; aud yet 
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4 am thing according to rg will be bearethoy de. 
(| tainly it is difficalt and exceeding hard, we CN, "BY 
; | fora Chriſtian to exerciſe Faith upon the (ure. word k Jl 
Frier abſirafting from all other grounds : Butif we 
: | would have bur Faith eleyated-and raiſed ta fo divine/a - WW 
t 2 pitch, we would believe this Preefous truth. That hal- 
1 foeverwe ach according to bis will bi beareth ne, and that WA 
be will. anſwer , our ſupplications, - therefore will we Y 

| wait patiently and. faithfully upon God. N 2 ij 
ef There is this 3d. thing whereby you. may know whe, Þ 
» ther or pot your praycrs be heafd, ahd it is, if 1e "YU 
{i have delight and fpiritual joy in the exerciſe of this 8 
i Dietied duty of Prayer, though ye have not the return BY 
{| and anfwer of your Prayers, yet it i an evidence & to- 
ken that your prayersare heard,” and you ſhall ſhortly NY 
1 havean anſwer. given to them; and when ye ſoſe your 
cm delight in duties, which ye once attained to, then xe 
} may beafraid thereat, there is ſome what of this bin- 
1 ted at in Job 27 „, n where „Jes giveth this a1 a 1 
u reaſon and ground, that he Will not. hear the Prayer 
is i 2nd ſuppligation of the Hypocrite, | becauſe-b: delighteth Wl 
1 % himſelf in tbe Almighty : inferring: this much, that 
0. it he-wauld delight himſelf in God; then he would hear 
id kits prayer and give him a return and anſwer to it. . 3 
,M There is 2 fourth thing whereby you way know, 
ne Whether or not your prayers arc heard aud anfwered, 
a dad it is when. your ſadneſs and anxiety (about that 
ſel which you were aſking from God in prayer ) is reno» 
fl ved: and taken away 3 This fs' clear. from 2 Sem. 1: 16. 
ay where this is given as-an evidence that Hannah was heard 

In her Prayer and ſupplication; becauſe ber countenance WM 
e. Fas no mare ſad z and certainly when our Prayers hre 
na ſuch a return then we may know diſtinctiy that they 
bei are anſwered by the Lor gd. 
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i und che fifth-ching that we would propoſe to you? WM 
ul whereby ye may ko whether or not your prayers 


= 


n. have mit with. a return and anfwer from God, if ye | 


1 pray making uſe of Jeſys Chriſt a3 2 Bieſſcd.days-man | 
to interpoſe himſelf betwixt the Father and you, then 
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1 * "Di Wo Epen, 22 i LOG ad . 
W be perfwaded of this, rhat your . j 
Wn. ; this is clear, where it is rwise repeated- Jobs 14, 
73,0 2 Wharſorver ys ark in my News, ye [ball receive it ; 
_ believer, ue can deny nothing, t t. 
. him, if Jou ask in Yeh 1 8 1 
w that which-chirdly We "hall ſp ak 
e of priyer, it is, to theſe hits Fs Goth | 
. obſtruQ the hearing of our prayers, why they are not 
' anfwered by him; ſo That oftentimes when we pray 
to him, be ſdwveeth d, our preyirs front him, ind tube 
dee with "loud, fo that eur proyers bunu paſe Hrivgh: 
25 O but if char guty and io: counſel Which Hete 


% 3 Iſdiah,” 37. 4. which truly is 9 7 to 

Te engraven'on our hearts; Lift up Py prefer, See. which 
5 York Tapere that it was x weighty th ing, w Re Would | 
require muck ſeriouſneſs in going about it: 1 

char worthy counſel were obeyed, we ſhould not . 
need to propole thefe er ehmplain We 
| of Gods ways. Now d Tho $o'theſe oþſtruti- WC 
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4 ons which hinder us. U 
BW by . which . 76-the rolle of pray BI 

ray much with our judgment, when we WL 
3 3 with gur affektions : at il eur light Wa 
"i ery our meds. wer laut; and eur affetions Ne 


willery 1 hold thy hand; It ig a flifcultie to Wa 
b bee of a Chriſting broug t ſuch g length, as Wi 
to have his judgment and affectlens of like meaſure ö 


and extent, Je giveth this as a reafon why God will 
not hear a hypocrites Prayer, Fob 27.0; even becauſe - 
he is not conſtant, there is 4 wofull diſagreeance de · 
| ext. what we ſpeak, and what we think? we ſpeak ma- 
ny things with our mouth, which gur Hearts ſome- 
trumes witneſs that we would not have God granting 
us lin a manner) our affections is 4 proteſtation againſt 
the. return of many of our Prayers: Our idols ate 
Lo fred in gur hearts, that we ſpare Agag the King of 
Jus luſte, thou ard there be given out a. commandment 
| From the For > deſtroy” all theſe: ; and may. of- 
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ain Duty of r © &9g.. -- 
apainſt us Seing we do oftentimes: ſpare them con- 
trary to his bleſſed commane . 3 
"There is ſecond thing which ghſtructs the ene 
reiſe of Prayer, and. it is that woful and curſed en! 
that we propoſe to our ſelves in going about that du? 
ty, this is clear in Fame 4.3; 27 und rattiwe Mm 
bea you. aſk... amiſs, that. n may conſumt it ab you! ( - I 
la. that woful eb be iss ce 1 
tertain in the exerciſe of prayer. That gloripus and 


inconceiveable attribute of. God, of Being Aba and 
og Which we doſacrilegioully attribute to ou ſelpves 
in making our ſelves the beginning of our prayers and 
the end of them alſo, it hinders much ourreturn of pray- 
er; certainly thoſe woful ends that we ſpate of in the - | 
beginning ol our diſcourſe( & allalongin it) doth ( no 
doubt ) marveleuſſy obſtruct the anſwers of ous 
„ d At ares BTID Tt. ol 
New the laſt thing that we ſhall ſpeak upon the re?“ 
turn of prayer, mall be to ſame ad vanteges which a 
Chriſtiun may have from this, that his prayers are an- 
ſwered, and iht he hath-rectived arerura from the 
Lord: beſie de me, chere is more love in the an- 
{wer of one Fits, hap: Ecernity-conideeke a Com: 
menrary upon; O, what love is in this, chat he ſhould - 
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condeſcen to hear eur prayers; That ſuch a glorieut , 
and. Infinite Mzjefly-ſhquld (in a manner) deignhim« * 
elfte boy down his ear to take notice of theſe :perty __ 
deſires that we, propoſeunto him; And there are theſe - 
fiveadvantages, that a: Chriſtian may ba ve from this · 
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© elt ien excellent way: to keep the Grace of lo? 
in exerciſe, .this is clear in Pſo+ 116. 1. 1 Love the Led, 
a=. | becauſe he hath heard. the woice of. my ſupplications.. O bur 
- love in ſome hath 2 taken ſire when they have 
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reflefted upon this, that their Prayers are heard. 
„ There. is this ſecond.advantage that 2 Cbriſtiam hath, 
it is an excellent motive and perſwaſion; to mak e u 
conſtant and frequent in the exerciſe gf prayer, this 
b clear in Pein 6, Whers ke refſedeth upn the 
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70: + . eme, _ © 
| log @ Hine, Lam 'perfvraded of this" that pur little 

_ exerciſeof proyer doth - mych proceed from this, that 
de Wait not for a return of Prayer, and therefore. 
oſtentimes ir is, that we de not receive s return 

believe me, there is more joy and divine ſatis 
faſtion co be found in the ſold and ſpiritual copvice: 
tions of this, that ouf prayers ate Heard than we 
Ai kave in the, exerciſe of many" prayers that vt 


Tͤhere is 2 third advantage that a  Chriftiafh * hath | 
from che return and anfwer of his Prayer, ir is an 
evident token fromthe Lord that his Prayers is iccep | 
ted by him, when 2 Chriſtian can read his teronciliati- 
an by the gracious return of his Prayer and that he is 
in a gracious/'eſtate and condition, and, O1 is not 
tt. N e We confeſs God may hear the 
Prayers of the wicked for mercies that ark gommon, 
but the hearing. of a- real' Chriſtians Prayer, both 
in mercies common and ſpecial; proveth thatihis per- 
fon is accepted/by God; we muſt be accepted of him 
chrough jeſus Chrift; before that he ein have pleaſure 
zn our ſacriſice and it net this a/precipus_ advantage, 
to reid your adoption upen the fetütns and anſwers. 
et your Prayers from God ? May not the Chriſtin 
muy when he meets with ſuch:s return and anſwer of 
his Prayer, now I am perſwaded gha 1 am legetten fine 
lively hope; :becauſe be hath "beard the woice of my fup* 
plication? In a manner; it is a character wherein you. 
may read your inteteſt and infeftment in that pie- 
eious and moſt Bleſſed inberjrance'that is above. O, 
it there were no more to provock you to wait for 
the ketürn und anſwer. of your'prayers nor this, ic 
may be ſufficient unto many ef theſe debates and diſ- MW 
-. Puringe chat you have about your intereſt in Jeſu? W 
Cheilt?: And, O'may not this argument provock you 
%% rp J #794 25 Oil 
„The fourth. e f eemes to the Chriſti. W' 
; an; tom che conſiderstibn of the return and anſwer. W 
ken Nie compendioue Wray to make us 4 


um = _— a i Ws 


D *, 
"x 
* * . (7 


5 2 1 
* A ** 
— * 


- ; 


"ks Day of Pojte ir 9 
fi From vhs as rg of ini 1 heiſes * that 
ord in fal, s.. where upen the Teenie g of the. *- 1 
earing of his prayer, he breaketh {ith in that ſayin 00 J * 
dep ard from me all r wir tert of iniquity, fer the Lav 1 
ath beard the voter Fm weeping, In 4 Stine zeaking- 
d much, thac he would have nothing” to go wit & BE 4 
ines as the) wers 4 
Laſtly, The return 5 anſwer. of Prayer jy an er- 
Ilene way to keep our faith in exerciſe, it 1s avert = 
xperienice of the love of God, upon which we may 
ulld our hope in the darkeſt night, sven to call t“ 
ind theſe things that he hath giyen to us in former 
ys, certainly 1 holy and divine reflection upon theſe - 
kings might p&ſwade us that be wig not ſhur up 
0t . and loving mercies, into an vretlaſting fore. 
he” er, I 
Now to cloſe up our diſeourſe upon this noble W 0 
nd Grace of . we ſhall 2797 this one _ 2 9 A 
you, Who" is N 1 YN 


ers ien ume a lively an 
im {kat you may be more in chat 2057 e 11 may” 
lay, that there is no fin” which' * Chriſtian mall be 


nore deeply*convinced of in that day when his feet. 
ea fand upon the urmoſt line of time, as this 
in Win of the negle& of the duty of Prayer; And we con? 
of Meſs Cod ma reprove many, That the bind htavy bur 


% e en Mens ſhouldgrs, that are grit be bn: > BY ii 
fipe % t 10 wich themſilver . tene ward wi rh oo of their 
eee four hearts „ 

pre- ertoun & < yo unt 

90 this bleſſe# chertiſe, for 7 5 me, it is the way (if 


fot or may ſpeak ) co bring down Heayen upon earth; 
„it ut alas, 1 am afraid chat this day of Prayer 
diſs N nor much now in pradtice «mon 9 Free of us i 
eſut Nee dees: is not iP! T that nob! I eee 
you Wig by. in this. #yil 11d. pervetle” rs 1 
5 thing anſavory : Oh, tat ye had: now e diving 
riſti · N reien of t it "olorious enj Wenk of kin 17 
vers- You . peo . hopes1! 250 106. 'of E erg V, if. 
dy we 5 OY Wrelfe vs TE 


3 Duin, a kite, MD > 
| _ atk mownſul many days in the bicterneſs, 3 Ole 
2 becaufe' we are not more in the exercile of 
r 2 f Ohh e Ione: Devotions «Kone 
„ theſe . days ?.. % i it, gene { 
4$ Kd chal chat have. lived: before in 
N lays: oo new alive,. 9 they woull 
us, and they would not axnoꝶvledge u 
rations... Lwould ſay this for theſe who never 
Ka practiſed this Duty as yet of Whit ch number 
there ate any. © but Freyer be, angt her + Thing chu 
17 port. of you-conceives it to be; I think it is nor 
| erious in its nature, to, conceive .howths 
er of Min caniconverſe with bim that is theFather 
of; + hay hau there ſhonld interveen a communion 
ah fellowſhipBerwixt ſuch two. It is a: mY and 
3 Tas (te Pg which we cannot eifily. Unkel. But 
- withall ,.This is 6 lamentotien, Or ſhall be for d laments: 
9% ehen the exertiſe and preftict of Prayer ir gramm 47 mp 
4 , che natur 1555 O! hux, —. Fig 5 of you 
at uppoſ e Je are pr; ight an ere ore von 
thing all is — 29 0 ing rages off as thoſe that ne! 
erprayed, þ conceive if we belie ve all that is. ſpoken 
n is exergiſa of prayer, What divine properties 
are tequiſit to.aChriſtian, chat would ſenoufly go about 
che execcife of this Precious duty, we might ery forth 
q oy (1.6 hard who can bear.it ? and certaigly it is 
together impotible for us, "though 1 it be not impel. 
ſible ge to — 5 our pry to RY it. Tu with 
Fun not hing is impeſible. ! that | 
5 ſet. abaut t 1 8 


And moſt. excellent duty of Prayer, 1 7 
* 5 eternal advanta 1 and Soul . concern» 


ent. Lam, afraid, e char if one. tr 
551 ('wh e into de everlaſcis 
f 70 Foltons, of ther c and .B 47 2 
mou 0 K life. ). 277 Wd 06 Was 185 ait (is 0 with 
Feverence we m 1 qa 5 upont en 
of ours, 35 7 oy chafing, Jbd 
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i eee e Ex 
the Wensch at; ĩs muchin rhe-exerciſe of PesFe Er 
mad eus, I fear would Tearcely be inclined to 
| ck an <xhorntion. And more than thisghf ons from, 
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inviced to give your: hearts to-Chriſt, ..) - i 
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* bor another 'chey wilt urg enemies unto you. 
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to that commendation that 8 hath, Prov 16. 31 
E7 that ruleth his ſpire, is better than be that takeths 
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780 conquer chat medium, and little thing, 
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Ives have. Oh that the Devil ſh. uld have en 3K 
four Hearts, and that ſp many; of them mould beat 
command 10 believe.jr, he is the bardeſt Maſter, 
Wd he is the worſt Maſter that ever ye ſervedyand ik Ee 
8.0nce get us within his grips, it will be hard getting 
but again, Theſe hearts that are not kept, are all put 
hcough. other with con fuſios, like a ruiuoùs Ci Fs that 
v ante th government. Believe it, y eee 5 75 0 
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Tz ſelves if ye would confider thefe vile and var 
ougitts that Todge withio many of you. : 
© Secandly theſ® hearts that are not keept they em- 
3 brace temptations fo ſoon as they rre aſfduſted by them, 
= and they do not take nocice that they are rein prations Wh 
Ez 1 mkrk of one that krepeth wor His heart, 
+1 = agticeof the. Devil till'he hath ſhut 
Alis temp in his bresſt: this is clear, that 
id 45 ay not —.— when the devils remptations 
of zult him, 2 Sm and got fuch a victory over 
| m; and it is ald clear in the Pracfee of Fuser when 
> = denied his Maſter thrice, it Was a token thut be 
1 nor- kris Heart well, 
"tte third Evidence, of. un keeperk not hi 
aft, is, he will com! fir with much deliberarion; 
"of us mn args n üer we have been think 
00 Hence it is ſpoken Thar thereis. 
N upon thety- beds, and whin it it 
it i praffice; Nec. 2.1. and likewiſe in 
* theſe Minows ſins that is odions 
Lud hatefal to God; Wicked * imaginations is reckoned 
Ache midft of chem, Verf. 8; 1 fav, ye who ſn 
Wich much diliberatiom yr have loſed muc h of clic ies 
| Fear of God; for to fin with deliberation oradviſcment, of 
* more bee fin againſt light. mi 
The fourck mark of theſe chat do not keep their ſe 
| "heirs; they ſin with much. wiflingneſvand ple ſure, £ 
þ n. wiltngly worſhiping tue —— Das and Be. Wl 
2 e e | 
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4 : vbt fo 9 7% Ra. 
oy 90 DO 0 after Bess 1 . 
Wn your do you 3 og er and. 2 lure 
* I one day? and be ſu ure 72 ris, theſe, who þ in ce 
i 6 pleaſure, that is a clear r evidences, * 
$* 1 well... t 

a heart that is not kept, is, 
| 58 can. mil-repard eppartunitiet, 
which. opportunities, communion with God may. 


Wtrained,; is a coken that the Brides heart was not 
vr, when ſhe would not riſe and open to Chriſt. 


1 : 


The ſixth evidence; when the heart takes nor bi the 
ions of God tewards.it ? that is a token. th et has 
ins Heartlis na, well kep — Þ -who cantor tile 

by 


potions : but z Chriſten whoſe gary is. 1 
up the . theSpiru.;.th 1 is clear if yen 
3 Wat 1 8 N ane.third Wirten fre So to 


Ladiy, ye know. whetheryour bears ba t | 
It; and Cen not diſcern W 


f the graces 2 when 1 Talkin you. There are four : 
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may..know whether he 
„ een We 
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e ede l would deſice vou ps 0 Your, 
Faces what condition LY 476) in, left ye 
e grave! With a miſtake: in your bofory. Now If ſha 


bar yp ob Sour with (peaking theſe four things. I 


e enght co keep bis heart conſts 


* he hypactrite'bath a ſort of keeping of his 25 42 : 


3 kergs t not W a 4 real. l 
rü ae five mes when, ke eſpeciall 
The fed fime is, when he is under ian 92 0 
— then. ee let his heart wander from the ways 
of Gud's- Command ts, and. be will keep his Heart 
mightly-at that times | Sec 
art at that time When cen E are e 
Tong:-upen: bim, i. 8. 23. When 1% werk pricke 


Secandly.. He will La his 
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bearts, they ory8d;aut men aud-brethred what Hall 47 | 


OO en uy» 3 1 ſundry 1 
3 Hypocrig n. 


Moines, 7 0 85 3 
res. hp HK to. 
WM 1 1 a re Fa t; 175 
e wo wiat hcough! the world under 

hes 5 MR many do )-yer the way” * Alu 
en- ye Tara bare (1311 den pur ohe Touch 
> Bone” The third; time When, "The pee . 
5 5 his heart, wien ne is "ging, 0 the. S 155 
..-of the Cot munfon, Bye: che is come f Fri "It, be 
1 ill :aks no notice of his "Kerr, any ore And che 
; cal re:ſon that he: keeps hisHeart' then, is, that he mi 
Have 'peace_wirh'a nattcal Conscience; ea, L feat, i 
_ we wereall fearthed, it- would be 80e #he mol 
end we pray for, is, to fatisfic 4 haruraM Confeieneg 
3 ud dor de, pleaſe! Geof"! The foarch'til o wherra hypo 
ih Ep hi heart! 155 iter fic geld and Ales. 
b yea, a tos one Will keep COTE ſiekneſß 

$5757 GR RAT I: Ai Will pray ät 0 
ime⸗ The laſt time when he will keep bs eh wil 
He, when he is cillech to Fe publick holy: work as if 
\ - he were Cilleg te Pray ar 8 Othen ie 
L Will keep. his Heart Ge ently ! and if he be in a mini. 

| Hers fight h. Wilk keep Ch Kobach 4% Hut 48, che 
Man doth not tememberf that 1 greater 'd chan Mi 
9 11 fees him, even God the Lord. A ie will 
b is aut ward man, bur ot his inward man he 
k q 185 ſwear but in his Heart he Wil cafe” Go#7ks 
will keep bis Frer aut wardly,: od inwardly he vill 
commit adultery in his heart: if you/would be ſince) 
Jon mug mortifie your inviſible” ideas Whll as i 
| { viſib): idels/ 25 r en e v1 Kh 
F Tus ſede "gd e would fry, 8 this; 
4 babts; eien theft! freely te * i 
* = Ty Hb were t6 11904 "eighty years, and if ye would 
Pray th 1 ind weep: the 7 ather fourty o of theſe 
2 yes Gf uch athing could -bepofiible) yer all that 
D042 ns nous be for - novight, ty S de "nor Freely fir fir 
St 755 akin your # vote for you fi get that fearful 7 
Tees pe Fin: you, P. ert frim me ye rw! 
1 L Kat, bs yr O0;crherefort white t is call. d to w ; 
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8. . _ : Thewayhow aChrifian, a © 
ne word of a curſed Emperor, who had made defed . 
n from Chriſt, he was forced to breathe out his 1:7; 
ords thus ſadly, Tbes haſt evercime.on laft, O Galilean! 
he is too ſtr N | 


on * 
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he is too ſtrong a party to thee to contend with, 
ad ar length he will overcome thee, -* 
No the lift ching that I would fay unte you, is, if 
du do net give him your. hearts, (I as the Ambail:. Wi 
or of Chriſt) declare to you, that Chriſt and you 
all fight together. Put en your harneſs put on your 
eel-coat, (for Chriſt will be ready for you) and 
aſt when you put it off apain. And 1 will ſay this 
neo. you chat it is impoſſible for youge take Chriſt, 
icepe ye get a ſight of Chriſt and his heautie, and if 
faw him in his besutie ye would ſay I'le take him 

though I getnots Kingdom ; O the Angels and glo- 
leck Spirits of juſt men now made perfect, may won- 
at us why we ſrand out ſo long ? Oh | Willye gire 
> another. your- hearts, and. not to precious Chriſt, 
to. bath-given'-yeu his heart, and who is worthie of 
[ your hearts? Can you look upon that Noble Plant 
Renown and not give him your hearts, who had 
le made in bis ſide eAbrough which ye might ſee 
Sheart 2-Qh: Man ! and oh. Weman Why will ys 
Xt give nent pour hearts ? What ſhall ye fay, when 
ein ne rd to you, why would ye not ſincere · 
ie me one day in your lifetime 3 Scinaly, Why 
puld zou not give me your hearts? I will tell you 
ree things which will be very terrible for vou (0 
theilts?: )-in that day when. you ſhall appear be- 
© Gods. Tribune), Firſt, the bearing-of the -Gol 
Ez Secondly, Which is more terrible, the reſurte- 
oh of Qhriſt; Laſtly, Which is rercibleſt of all, when 
at fearful ſenrence ſhall be pronounced againit you, 
parry Depart; . 0 then ! you ſhall curſe the day that 
er you was born Jn : Glaſgow, or in Scethandi Now, 
you inhabitants of this Rar you (8 6 
albacGetr one day; te Cod] cher ye would fe 
m your: bearts in keeping, and in {p doing ye {hall 
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4 heart of a Chriſtin While he is on earth 
7 travelling in the 


0 Tents of morality3 sud the 1 
eart. ofa. Chriſtian wh en he ſhall be He and 1 4 
p his eternal poffaſfi on oſe 

ents of i immortaſity: And 01 
5 £0 believe, that uch a day 


carts of Yours, which h 
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rf, -. The wiyhow sChrifim 
ven )-he would diſdain to return an awer to ſuch 1 


 .. queſtion it being without all ground and resſon: And 
net this a Myſtery for you to believe, that ſuch a Mi 
day isapproaching,whben theſe hearts of yours that are 
der under ſo much darkneſs, ſuck miſconſtructions of 
. God. ſuch miſconceptions of th holy Majeſty of God, 
And of the great Myſter ies of the Kingdom of heaven. 
I fay, is it not a Myſtery for you to believe that ſuch 
Ada is approaching, when: your" hearts ſhall be fully 
taught to comprehend thoſe deeps and profound ſe. Wi 
crets of the Kingdom of God; when the moſt brutim Wi 
and darkeſt inderſtanding that ſhall be made to reſolve Wi 
that queſtion and myſtety, how three: can be in one, 
- and how one can be in three? They ſhall then be able 
da xreſolve that profound Myſtery of the tg nature,, 
in the perſon of the Bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in 
bat day your hearts ſhall be able to comprehend that 
ih bleffed union that is amopgſtthe perſons of the bleſſed 
C- Irmity;and likewiſe in that day ye ſhall be able to take | 
Sup that bleſſed knor of union; which is betwixt Chriſt: 
& andBehevers; And is not this s Myſtery for you to be- 
©. lieve-thatſuch a day is 3 when your hearts 
tber have been under ſuch exerciſe of ſorrow, that 
& they ſhall be closthed with the garment of joy and 
HpPraiſe And I muſt ask at you,OQ:what;aRobemuſr that 
pde, to be cloathed with the garments of praiſe? It isi 
more excellent andiplorious Robe than il rhe Robes 
at che great Kings and Emperours of the World. Did 
Pbdur eyes ever {ce ſuch an excellent garment, as the 
Sermon of praiſe? There is 4 three: fold clothing 
which s Chriſtiad ſhall put 'on when firſt his heart ſhall] 
enter inte rattle bleſſed day of the reſurreRti- 
Eon; Heß, bbs ſhall be. cloathed wich the Robe of the 
Figlrecuſneſs of Chriſt, and, O what muſt ſuch s Robe, 
ds this be ? Secondly, he hall be closthed with the Robe 
and Gatment of Iamortality; and, O What n Robe and 
FE reſplendent germent thyll this be. And reh in th 
E n firſt a Chriſtian ſhall enter into Heaven | 7 
Pike cloathod with che garmene of praiſe, int 
bt " 3 \E$: Jo 5 26s 2 
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bat an excellent and Glorious Robe ſhall all theſe be? ? 


an ſhalt be brought: to rhe king in rayment of needle: oi 
n and ſhall benade-all glorious mithin. 
Ache laſt oecsũon when, we ſpake upon theſe worde 


ec teld zou chere were four things contzined in 
em, and the firſt was a duty impoſed upon Chriſti- 
ans chic they ſhould keep their hearts; the ſecond 
ching Was, that there were many ſpiritual enimies, who 
ſtudy te gain e eee e is-prefup- 
E poſed in theſe. wards, Keep thy hears. The third thing 
is tlie qualifications which ſhould be annexed to this 
precious ne ſoul concerning 75 holden forth in 
theſe Words, keep thy. bears, with all ailigence, or zs the if 
words may be rendered, with all keeping, or above all 
keeping. The liſt thing which was contained in the 
words, was, the ſpiritual advantages, Which attends 
the exerciſes of that duty, or the reaſons enforciog rhe al 
duty, for out of it are the Ib Life, that is the grund 
on which a Chriſtian” could walk. in perſwading bim- Ml 
felt to the doing of this duty Now as for the fixſk Ml 
thing vi, the duty commanded, that we ſhould keep Mi 
Our hearts : We have ſpoken. ſeveral things from. it. 
; 5 there. are only five things which. we would» 
ff OT i: 5, -or0o, e155 
1 N rt, 4 Chriſtian ſhould nay 10 keep his hes 
from the predominantluſts which dwell in it; it 6 
'the-concernment. of Chriſtian ro keep himſelf from il 
all iniquities, but it is the ſpecial. concernment of al 
Chriſtian: to keep. his heart from his predominant ſins Ml 
this was the praQtice of David, Pal: 18. 23.7 baue 
my elf from mine infquity which we conceive to be un- 
derſtooq of his predominant lufls, There is not an idol 0 
orfult which « Chriſtian hath in bisfleart, but he 6g The #F 
offer it up to God, azad to put a knife ro the throer i 
Mt is mol plesſant aac; I. will te! you of five:greac hi 
Sls which a Chriſtian hätk 90 will 0 gute, a0d-ic js 
Wnpoſiible for him to keep Riß heart till heguite-cherh, .- 
wks Chriſtian” hath "no "will te quice Ys; relivitus ff 
Wis that Ie thoſe idols, de Toving of um. 
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ri way how 4 Fan „ » 
wanded duty? but theimmoderate love of which is zu 
'  *xdohi: as fordoſtancey it is a great Afficuftie for a tender 
|  * Airaben, to pat a knife teck "of | 6 


| ſac, er for Prenze ze be denyed te their! Child ;en, MW 


bot them js in. Feeontly, & 'Chriſtiaty Hath il will to Wl 
= - quite his advantagious idal, that idol. ig perſoic of Wl 

| which ke conccives there is outward” adyantage to be 
on -waitingupou it; a5 for inflance,” it is a' great difficulty. 
to perſwade n-covetous man to be: defiyed” to his R chei, 
& 07 but that Divioity which is fo , a3. 4. I: 
= the Divinity which the moſt part f N )ot 
the Chriſtians:now +097, do not ſtudy. to cloſe with 

er obey, Lahetr au e be rich, &c. There is a greate 
eaſineſs and facility for one to quite his pleaſant Idol, 
= than to quite his advzncegious Idols ; 48 for example, 
| a covetons perſon will ſooner forſake his Idols thao bit 
fächer. Thirdly, & Chriſtian hath itt will to quite hi 
=  ioyifible idols, theſe idols thet dotk lodge within bis 
= heart; there isa greater cafineE for a Chriſtiap to quite 
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| E "Limes « perſon willforfake his drunkenneſs and curſiny, 
© © which will zot;forfoke his pride and luſt; but it is of 
Your cone , to be as much takes up in the mor: 
 "tification efvifidle Idols, s in the moztification of 
able ide t, 4 Chritan hath. Gifficultic to 
| quite thefe Idols Which ke hatha natural Incligation ut - 
t, beſides the love which we have contraſted to ſor 
E predominant idols, by the - reaſon* of the eopſtirution, 


- his viſthle, than bo gate his irviſible idols ; Some- 
IS. c ak 


= Sf mans body : there 1s ſome that have à natural incl. 
© nation to one idel mote thyo to another z and to cht 
this, 1 wonld fay this unto you, 1 preſuppoſe ſame us 
Aer theſe three  predomivant ful. 1. That there #!* 
» . ſome under the predominant idol of layeto the world, 
2. Thattherc are fome under the · predominant Idol © 
"33 pride, $. Thatthere are ſome under the predominant idol 
bt luft, that is of the idol thet you have moſt natural id. 
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e' throat of his oply Son . 


un for an Hocband” to be! denyed'to his Wife the 1o- ff 
ing of which it theit duty, bot the immodetat love 
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Wipeſs to mortific that idol.” Fifebly, A Chriſtian hat: 
och difico'tic to mortifie that idol, the forſaking"of-. | 
F hich hath greatoutward diſadvantage —_ ups 
e forakipg thereof; 23 that Joupg men in the Sofpel, 
ee could or endure that Doctrine, Go aniſell all that 
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Fs haſt, and give Ut to the Poor, &c> That was an is | 
aol wheck hed much diſadrahrage (as he conceived ) | 
attending upon the farſtking of it, fo that he could 
ot imbrace ſuch a Dorine 5 but it is ſaid, He ment 4. 
w forromjul, &c, Curied be that perſon which goetn 
Way ſarrowful, whep Chrift and an idol is put in the 
 Ballatice together, and whoſe heart capſents rather to 
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heart > 1 know: there arc ſome that de not ſimpy 
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1 | . Breatdifficultie for you 5 en \nfpoffivility for to keep | 
wu 5 em: The fitſt gue that t be gin your hearts 
[ 43 4 d- our ble ſſed Lord Jeſu: Chwift, h e wulf dwell in yzur 
1 
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Hearts by Faith. Secondly,” the Word of God muſt 


ache your hratts by Love ; and if once ve hide hi 
Vord in your hearts, then, ye would de helped to keep 
Third, If ye would Keep your hearts, the love of 
Soc muff dwell in them; 1 if thele were indeed your 
„ Altainments, then we Might pronounce that Sentence. 
pon you. The peace of C that faſſeth all wni:r/tann 
i p 9% 4 Kees (a, id a Garriſon ) your bearts and minds 
ee Chriſt, © Fourthly, Le ſhould keep the feat | 
cad of God . within eur. hearts, Study to lie 
1 Kinder the divine apprehevfian of the Ompipotent Ma: | 
eh of 60d; we conceive the little taking up of the | 
* . Omniſciency of God, of the Omnipoteney ot God, and Will © 
ot the Terrours of God, is both a great and ſpecial ivtlu. Wl # 
3 1 u your neglect of the duties of keeping your i | 
3 VVV cc 
„pbocürthly, There is this which we would (peak fo 
Tom this duty of keeping the beart, ard it is thi; Wt 
We ſhall propoſeſercral things that ye would endearout Ml | 
dy all means, to keep your hearts from them: Firſt, a W © 
- " Chriſtian would ſtudy to keep hls heart from the de- t 
© Ceits thereof; and from theſe ſtrong deluſions that it h 
|}. Speaks, This Is the great MyRtery of iniquity, that cre? ff © 
& eur hearts, will deceive our own hearts, and ſtudy to 
bring then zo ruine :_Tithe beed ye deceive not your ſelves, if © 
ee. ſaith Jeremy; or. as the word may de Tendercd, 
+ take heed yegeeccive not your ſouls, 1 Cor, 3. 18. Let 70: 
ain decerve- e (9c. and Gol, 6, 7. Be net decei. 
| wed, God 4 e, fer what 4 Man ſanerb, tha Wi" 
e he a reap I is certäin thatthere are mad) foul- i ® 
-defiroyers, and felf decervers amongſt vs; their hearti 
© ſpeaks peace. to them, when there ii vo, peace to 
E them from 'Ged.; and in ſpeaking to this, that a Chri. 
lian ſhould oy Ye heart from the deceivings of 
þ-285 ons heart, 1 hull ſpeak le to tro. thipgs. 
„ SV. „ Fs . 0 3 
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worldly mindedhneſs, frugality ? This was the de- 


| his own heart,” he might have ſaid, Bebold iy 2241 for il 


Whit gre biete, e thet lodges iuthe heart of 
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ey in the things of Godl neſs, their ſpiritual, Wiſdem? 
And are there not many that call theit miſbelief, hu - = 
| mility 2 Ste there not many wha call their vain pro- 
| digality, [morrification to the things of a world? 


tendernels, hypoctifie 2 zre there not 


in thEmeanatimehe was preffed to faith in God zit is 


ram the exerciſe of duty. I Wauld po 


e 
N 2 = 


Au tete is this fir ! deseit of the heart of Man, 1 
+ e mol ſis ful kl ing that ean be, we can put a 'favou. - 


N A LAG SITE eats . j 
"que #6 kerp- bis heart .._- 


rde Title and” nawe upon it, 2nd there are few b 
= hich any are ly'pg under, but they cav ut a fayourable = 
ES Title upon ther; Do not many call their Ppreſumption, 
= faith? are there not many that call ſecurity, peace? 


Arethere not mally that call paſſion, Zeal? Are there : 
rot many thatcall their !ukewarmneſs, aud indiffeteu- 


And likewiſe, are there not many which call their - 


celt of Jeb,” that: called his proud loving of a kir gx i | 
dom zeal : Come ſee, faith” he, and behold im ca , 


the Lord, whereas if he had Tpoken the Janguage of 


= 
—— 
= 


my elf. . 92 2 N W j 
. Secondly, There is this deceit” of the heart of Man, ll 
that the moſt excellent and choice things of God, cuf Ml 
heart cap put an unpleaſaut name ad conſtruction up- 


on them ; as for inſtance are there not many that cg 1 

neervels,: hypocrifie ? ate there not many uo et 
hamilicy of ſpirit; ſtäpidity and are there pot Mi 
ming who esl zcal for God ; raſhoeſs? this wis the'eauts Ml 
that cauſed dbx to fall, he called brlievivg in God 
temptivg of God: I will not tempt Got (ith he, while. Mt 


curſed praftice in the hearts of many, they put à fal- 
tobe non Godlineſt, and ſtudics then to Ee | 

Jaſt ike the practice bf the Jews, Wey put a ſcarlet Haba 3 
2 ee ETW 75 1." 
Thete is this third decceit” of the heart'of many the 
tooth preſent impedimentz add diverſions 8 0 9 


0 hinder 
Nn . | Arg wa e you. OF ' 
Chriſtians, when went you to'duty, but there 4 f 
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ereiſe of that dut this is clear, Prov; 26 F 
umn ſaith, there i 4 ton 3 55 ee 


01 the [poute, when the is called to open to 
x, me. preſents this impediment, I have put of 
ert, how ſhall | put it en? Lbgve waſhed my feel, 


ber ſhall] defile them I ſhall olie. ip [peaking ot the 
3 impediments which Ape reg een 
divert us from duty, inſtance them in the execciſc of 
Prayer, that our hearts deth propoſe (eyeral.impedi. 
mests to divert us from that precious and ſou] concer. 


ning duty of prayer; and I shell name fire impedi. 
ments, which our curſed and carnal hearts doth: preſent 


”— J 


un golden opportuniey for doing of the duty. 
; Firſt, Our carnal heart doth propoſe this impediment, 
© lay ye, I m not in a prayiog ſrame, and ſo I muſt 
defiſt from this duty of prayer at this timez / would ſay to 


to hinder us from that duty 10 G»d hath preſcated to. 


- ſuch that deſiſt from prayer, becauſe they arc not in a praj . 


ing frame theſe two words; Firſt do ye ſuppoſe the way 
wt attain to 2 praying frame, is to delift from prayer! 
mould ye.not go to prayer, that ye may be helped to 


win 8 praying frame ? 2. Do he never goto projet. 
hut When ye are in a. praying frame L ſuppoſe ye pray 
not-onceina week then, and it is much if ye pray once 
e pray not but when ye are in 2 prayieg. 
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advantage not to pray than to pray? ſome- 


” The fer 
dre 


tines a Gh;ittian will be under. that convition, that he 


Noth off:nd God more in prayer, than in defitting from 
prayer ; add upon that account we do. fold our hands, 
and neglect this duty. Firſt, I would ſay this to fach, 
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- eas d. 8 y V. Way, 4 Lionneſs in 
| he firects the preſents to himſelf an imaginary impe - 
| - diment to divert him. from his duties > which word; 
| Points out rhe folly of the excuſe, ſeing there vie: ll 
dot to be lions in the ſtreetz, nor in the high ways, 
* uy Sari more euer aud deſert places ; ill 
, $ 15 AO clear in Song 5. 2, where t a} aud ſe. 
eure heart, of the f Ng. 5. 3. Where the carnal aud ſc. Wl 
. Chriſt, ſhe pred 


a mn. 80 n 1 AM® Ao << 2 4 


pit! ie ve thit ever ye can offeud d od ſo much in . 
3 : 8 the total negleR of that du 


Noth ptopoſe to divert us "From duties, ind eſpecially 


Vith our ſelves; we are not under the ſepfible neee ffit 
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ck ought fo hae tis ED. ; 825 1 gs 
1 much 101 PR... but it 1s far ſaget to Urs Over | "I 
Ver. Secondly, 1 would fay this to ſuch, I can hardly 


Ttere is thiy third i mpediment Which our henrt 
from the Exerciſe of the duty. of prayer zwe argue 124 bo 


of what we need; apd fo we ſay, wilt not goto God .} 
at this time, for if \ we. pray under ſuch 15 we ni 

turn but complementets with Cos, e but ſlerte 
him with our month, ud lie to * with uten 
I would my” this to ſuch,” the beſt way to bring * 
your *hearts to the ſenfible cov id ſops of aur 

cellity,' is to be much in the exerciſe. of prayer, * 
| Chriftian muſt pray fer forrew of fi if he want it 32 3 
| Chriſtian myſt pray for ſence of neceſſity, ifhe Wantz itz 
and a Chtiſtian muff prey for Th det asf, amo he. ap 
it, Prayer is the yativerſa BY We id 
muſt conftaptly. fred to 804 for the ph 5 all. 0 "1 | 
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neee ſſit ies: there in not. 8 caſe Which a C riſtien | e 

be in but Prayer m 2 66 to Sad 4b 4 Melfenger fo 

a remedy. to ſuck a. caſe, when he ſtauda iv How gh ohh 
The fourth \mpedis iment whick gut cartal hearts pros 13 

poſeth to divert. us from proyer, is, our hearts are 28 

under ea right Majeſtick appreticafien of Sad, 

ye lay, it we go to prayer at thu time, we 


il 
1 
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Wl ey of the third, Command, in raking his Fra Mans Nine | 

fin, te pK ts God gr our am ann. 1 confefy . 1 0 [i 

ty you l think it isone-of the moſt Gd: and. DT as 510% 
od as ta their pies. but [would &; abs: t 


If we zo to prayer. at. this kime, She 
rerxe hearts, we will wwe put aur felves tanto. That: : 
3 an thing to ga to God without lomeDiyine impry 
of hjs forereignty, and Majeſty: 3.9041 would fa 

5 
evidences of the little | "Fo of God. 575 iz in the ny 
of , conftagily their pra ph, Hoey ſpeak; to 
Arche 
af . — When went ye to prayer, but ye might 
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of _ The eee Chilffin, * 
2, Thelaſt ſmpediimcar, which. our carnal Hearts doth 
- , propoſe, 10. divert us. from the exerciſe of prayer, i 


* 
this, We ſay, (many ofas ) that it is 0 inconvenicy! * 


| time for the exerciſe of that duty, therefore ou 
- hearts ſaith; ebat we ſhould delay the time of praying 
Tilla more conyenient ſcaſon, according; to that pn. 
dies in eg. 1 2. The time is not come. the time that 
Ihe Lords houſe ould be brill. it is the curſed practice of 
ux hearts, that when God preſents zu occaſion to 
. E > deſay praying at that time, under the expe. 
. " Qation of a more convenient ſesſon for gging . about 
* That duty jaſt like that word which Fele poke to 
an, we ſpeak that to our Secaſion ; Ollocczſo 
kt is preſented to we, t Pray in, Co a at this 
Fine, and at a more convenient ſeaſon Iwill call fer the 
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' 1 161 3 
; gan: I would: fay this to theſe which doth ſo muen 
Alieht the opportunities preſented to them te pray, 
eig, oÞ!y fay theſe three words uote . you, vl 
- Goth ſoz Firſt, What know ye, even. ye which ſlight the 
£41 of God to go about prayer ? :What know ye, I ſay; 
- hit that may be the laſt call from heaven that ever je 
et to . pray ? 1 Would have Chriſtians, and all ol 
te ; here, . meditating upon this; that when 
» oecabioh is preſented to yen, ye might -argue thus with 
your ſelves, 1 muſt 'imbrace this occaſion, for I knoy 
\ wot dot this way be the laft >coaſioh,- Secondly, L would: 
* Cay this to vou which llizhte vour dert ſions to pray, 
hen the next occafion is preſented fo ycu, ye. will be 
© more. unfit: for the exercife of Prayer; ard. when 
the convenicnt time that ye did propoſe to your ſelel 
eine, ze will then defef it till znother time, 
aß, i would ay this unto yon, who lights theſe 
es opportunities thet: ate preleiſted to you to pri) 
i, know this for acertaiaty, the fighting of accafto's 
been to the Commandment of God: Would 
yz kiow what arc cccſiobs. te play ? They gre cven 
gods call, inviting ; you to go: abaut that duty, and; 
e Might that bessten, the cull bf God h Lighted} 
ICIS SH nd 
| "There is un fourth detektei the" heurg öl Mn 
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2. orght to keep bis heart; 109 
. which we would pres you to fludy te eſchew, and i 
"is, the hentt of Man ſtudies by all means ta extenuste Wi 
ſin aud make it ſeem; little, when it is rot ſo 3 tis 
i one of the great deceits of the Heart, according 
to that of gelen, Soi the Man that decei vet h bir neu. 
Jour; and he will add that as an.cxouſe, was I not in 
ſport 2.1: will tell thee three great fault? Which are al 
incident to - Qhriftians: Firſh, Thete are ſome that BY 
look upon their perfections through a multiplying glaſs, 
their perfectioss appear to be more thin they ze. 
The Shurch of Lasdicea was guilty of this fault, ſup - 
poſing ker ſelf te have. attained to much. perfection, al 
and to great length in duties, when indeed ſhe had at. 
taived to nothing. Secondly the re ere ſome, they Jook 88 
upon their ſins through an ex enusting glaſs; they ate Ml 
like the unjuſt Ste ward, when they ove au huadted iq 
Talents, they go and write down (fifty. Thirdiy, their: Wl 
iniquities which they are convinced of, and are forced WY 
to charge upon themſelves.” they ſtudy to. extenuste 
them, and ſaith, Ie it not 4 lutle one t and ſo they de: 
en ene 
The laſt deceit of the keart: is, the heart doth ef- 
tentimes preach. peace, when their is ro peace from. 1 
God, I am perſwadcd of this, let all the perſons WY 
that are within theſe doors, be atked of that queſtion 
whether or not they have faith in God, or peace with 
God ? I fuppoſe' there are not many, but their heerts 
would fay, they hive pezec with God: O that is'a a 
dumnable deecit of the heart, that neg nee preach, [ot 
ts Peace to a Man or womzu, where thete. is. ro a 
esc to them from God. I fhall only, to make this 0 
leceit to appear wbre lively in its native colours, ſay, a 
tis of it, Firſt, That it is a moſt! Myſtetious gt 
Mong © deceit of heart that will ſo ſpeak peace to 4 
May, Sometimes the wörd will ſpesk war ton Man 
pet his heart will ſpeak peace-to him: ard o, i 
ot that a myſterions deeeit, that 7 ſuppoſe if au Ar»! "I 
A from heaven would preach that docttine to 90%, W 
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lat. there is no "peace. betwix- God aud, 90% ß WY 
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EC *r 4 N The Way bew Ma Chriſtian 8 
| .d your hearts would ( fer all that ) preach and 
| peak peace to your ſciyes, And ſecondly this mo ke 
it a moſt myſterious deceit, chat ſometimes your con. 
| ſciences doth declare and preach to you that you are 
vo at peace with God, yet over the belly of that af 
fertion, your hesrti will presch peace to you, | Third: 
I this makes it @ moſt Myſtefigns dege it, that not- 
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withſtanding your lives and converſations, that they te. 
ſtiſie to your ſelves and others; that you are At enmity 
with God, yet your hearts will preach peace to jou. 
Nov the ſecond thing that we would ſay to you 
from this, viz. That  a--Chriftian "ſhould keep his 
heart from the deceivings of his own heart, and it is. 
= this, ye would mainly guard againſt' diſcourggement: 
this our blefſ=4 Lord Jetus preffes, Jobn 14,1. Let not 
Four bearts be troubled &. Aud it isclear, this is dehor. 
ted, Phil: 4 6. Be careful for nothing, &. and in Pſal, 
= * bia doth (as it were ) expottulate with his on 
= foul for berg diſconraged avd caft down, Now in ſpeck: 
Jog to this, that 4 Chrifiizn ſhould guard againſt diſcou- 
ragements, I fhall ſpegk unto two things aud the ficfi ſhall 
be to the riſe of diſcouragenients, and from whence it 
| doth ſpring.” And ſceonsly, I Mall ſpeak to fome con- 
| fiderationsto preſs this upon you, that ye would keep 
=— your ſelves from gifeeursgemenees. 
| Aud firſt, we conceive that diſcourggement it ariſcs 

| from this; "when - a Chriſtian hath no "viſible viRtory 
© over his {dols, then his disecuragement comes apace 
= upon him , A Chriſtian after long wreſtling with bi 
= Idols, lan and corruptions, and hath littie victor) 
© over them, be is prone ahd ready to draw that fad 
L concluſion-" There 3s ne bee, but that once be ſball fall ty 
= 3he band of ſore of bis ideals. 
© The” Tecond” riſe of diſcouragement, is, tom 
© Chriſts withdrawing. of the ſenſible manifeſtations of 
ins love, end of kis preſence," Pſa}. 30, J. Thos didf 
- ide. thy face and' 1' was troubled; and it is cleit 

inthe prattice of the Dilciples, the. withdrawing of 
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Wi fcouragement, . when Chriſt or many days abſenged 


Thirdly, This is the riſe of diſcouragement, 

Chriſtian hath no return of his Prayers, Lem. "Is 
ompared with terſe 18: where in wrſe 8, he crys out“ 
phen I cry and ſhous, be fhutteth out wy Prayer, ant wer; 
He draws that ſad concluſion, my hope and my f. 
Ti periſbrdl frem the Lord. The not getting retur 
prayer hath been an e 
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"wi n occaſion ot much difputing the 
ood. will. af | God, and A foundation. | 


iſcouragement to his own people. 


a Chriftian doth interpret the ſad 9 
ſations of God, and he conceives chat there is nothing 
butwrath ſpeaking to him therein, then he falleth in- 
to-a_great fir of diſcouragement,. as in Lem, 3, 47, 
compared with verſe 18. where the riſe of his diſcus, 
ragement was the milinterpreting of the ſad 
tions of God. T8 „ 
Fifthly, This is the Riſe of a Ch 
ment, when he it made to poſſeſs the 
| and all the terrors 'of Goo. ſeem Is be 
uh reund about him, 
„„ ei cnet Lamps Loo ti, 
Nom to that which ſecondly. we ſhall ſpeak to, is to. 
rations unto you, ta guard: again 


«lifting diſpen- 


inlquities of. his Jauch, 
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propoſe ſome conſide 
W diſcouragmenc:. 
. Tee firſt hell 


they. cannat pray 3s they ought, diſcouragement makes © 

yer. a; moſt unplesſant duty, as; is clear, 
nh Froupied. thet:: Laa pas. Dill 
(air wers) hinders and obſttuts 
prayer, - Secondly, Diſcomragemenc doth exceedingly. - 
interrupt tche-exerciſe/of, Faith, us in E, g2. 
i they ant down; O Su? and why art then diſceuraget 
Rahim, fut in ad. 
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: of diſcourzgement under abſence from Chrift*. . "Ml 
ut however it hath been the reaſon of his Diſciples 
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health of bir countenance,” The Pſalm;ft (zs it were ) 
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= ſpeaks s difference (if not zn oppofttion) berwirt 
tie difquieriog and Faith: if Fe would HOTInterrupt 
= tho lively. ating of Faith, ye" would fudy co guar: 
=” {againſt diſcouragement, that ye do not ſit down ad 
d deſperate concluſions àgainſt "your felves. I 
know ye may (ca!l a Chriſtian Marab now, becauſe lt 

is indeed under bitterneſs; but ee is epproachitg 
* demi, when be ſhal 
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due to keep hit bart. 113, 
may have that Keine ſoftneſs, that his heart may melt 


likewiſe he is to keep his heart from an unptaying 
frame, to be at everie occaſion in a fic temper of ſpie 
rit, for the dutik of prayer. Laſtlie, he is to keep 
his heart from a ſecure frame, always to he upon the 
warch-tower,. and wait for the motions of Chrift”: * > 
and there are three things, £6 motions of which: 
Chriſtian mould take up. Firſt, he ſhould rake up 
the motions of Chriſt, to hear if he can take vp the 
[motions of the ſound of Chriſts feet coming over the - 
mountains of Berber... Secondly, be ſhould take up the 
F motions of his cenſcience, that he may not che ſleep- 
ing when fin awakes. Thirdly. he ſhould take up. the 
motions of his heart, to fee what frame it is in- K 
Chriſtian ſhou}d be able to write a Diurnel of his own *M 
heart, that in ſuch 3 hour of ſuch a day, I was in 2 
believing frame, and in ſuch an hcur of tuch a day 1 
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was in a diſcouraged frame, and in ſuchan huur f 
ſuch a day, I ſought him whom my ſoul loveth, and 


in ſuch an hour of futh a day, he brought me to the 
banqueting houſe, and his banner over me was Love. 
The ſum of Il is, if ye would keep your hearts, ye 
muſt.give Chriſt them to keep, for that is the beſt way 
to keep them well, it is only to Chriſt ye muſt commic 
the keeping of them · Ye know man had but his heart 
x ſhorr rims in keeping, and be loſt it; and 1 ſhall be- 
fore Ieltſe, becsuſe it is the great deſigu of the pteach 
ing of the Goſpel, give you five confiderations. that 
may pteyvgek you tb give your Hearts to Chriſt. 
The Firſt conſideration. is, will ye conſider the 
matchleſs and tranſcendent- excellency which is in 1 
precious Chriſt; O doth not that tranſcendent beauty 
preach, My Son-give- me rhy heart, Pſal. 24. 7. The Plal- 8 
miſt preſſeth opening to | Chriſt upen this account, 
Lift up ur beads, O ye everlafiing Doorr and Catet. And 
what is the-argument wherewith he prefſeth ir? i 
the 1 0 giery be come in. I would only sk this 
at-you { Ye. hard hearted) is it not gzarvellous 
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_— , ** fecond confidetatjonto preſs you to give you 
beste in keeping eo Chriſt, take à view and « con. 
5 ee ve Took of the precious as of the inflaite con 
| 3 Leneions 'of Chriſt; Dork: net his coming dow 
e Heayen preach that Dofrine, 4% fon give m; th 
de Doth not his being barn under the Law, pre 
; 28 ne, My Syn give me thy foes | 
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Ah ine, My Sj give we thy heart? And doth ng 
1 1 7 in ſu low condition preach that Don 
des MY Sew give we ei beart? And if nothing wil 
. Proves you t9 give your hearts/to Chriſt, ye woul 
at look of thoſe five wounds which be reccind 
1 — is bleſſed body; Fitſt, Doth not the weund thit 
= $0 received in his fight hand, preach this, My Sen, gin 
= 2" thy heart ? Secondly, Both not the wonnd thi 
1 £07 ip bis left hand, preach this DoRrine, 35" 
* 1 me thy heart ? Thirdiy, Doth not the wound thu 
=_ ceived in his precious fide, preach this Soul con- 
Lein Do@rine, My Sw, give me thy heart? And like 
Vie, doth not the wounds which be received in his 
tec legs, preach this DoQrine, ay Ser, give n. ih 
Lean! QI were ye never conftrained to with for ten 
_ thouſand hearts, to ware and beſtow upon him? OU 
What hearts have ye, which refuſes the offers of 0 2 
noble and condeſcending a Prince? © 
= The third conſideration is, if ye will leck upon I 
© theſe things which intrest you to give Chriſt your 
Warts, yo cannot but give them unto him. Chris 
= cy, ©! come and give me your hearts, neceſlity 
ge de! go and give Shriſt your hearts : and we 
1 fay likewiſe, O give Chriſt your hearts to keep. a 
3 The fourth conſideration is, will ye look upon theſe 
| paipeakable diſadvantages which atrends thoſe thit 
vill not give their hears to Cheiſt, 4 would (ay this 
eiche way; there are two ballances upen which we 
2 Height our hearts. F irſt, Same weigh their hearts in 
e ballence gf che Sanftuary; and cher -are found 
© Tight. Seco, Some weigh their hearts in the bal. 
lange of dect, and they ate found without fault: 
| But now IH this to the perſons which will not give 
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deir hearts to Chriſt. 1 defy. all the Angels in Heaven IM 
b. ſpeak. forth their unſpenkable diſadvantages, yen 
nie ſhall be the beſt Preacher of je in that day: and I 
ſhall name theſe three inexprefiible difadvantages b 

e Firlt, Kue give nat Chriſt-your-heares, Chi 
all be Four Erernal enemy: zd in the conttair o 
mt precieus Docttine which he once preached, Cove 
ehe {ball prenounce that adSentencengainit yon, "7M 
e Jrom ue: and therefare as ye would not engage il 
Fbriſt to be your, eternal enemy, ye would gire him. il 

four hearts, 0, the-Geſpel vengeancs of a curcified . 

AVIOUr, Will be. more terrible, ſad: and fear ful, than 
Re Vengeance- of the Law, Cbriſt is the -beſt friend, 
ne the moſt terrible foe: The ſecend diſadvenrtage. 
s, ye ſhall be eternally ſhut out from the enjoyment 1 
wf the bleſſed Company-of An jels, and from the Souls .* 

f juſt men made perfect, be eee meditate il 
and conſider upon this, whatit is to be leparated from i 
the Father, the Grſt Perſon ef the bleſſed Trinity; 1 
from the Son, the ſecond Perſon of the bleſſed 
Trinity; and from the Ho) Ghoſt, the third Perſon # 
of the bleſſed Trinity; and frem all the bleſſed Soc;. -# 
cy which are in Heaven. And the -laſe diſadvauteage 
5, Ye ſhall be kept under theſe everlaſting chains, even iſ 
al! ef you, which will not give vaur hearts to Chriſt, Bl 
If ye be not Vader this everlaſting chain of Love, ye . 
ſhall be under theſe everlaſting chains of Wrath. :1 iff 
ſuppoſe the moſt ſtout hracted: nner here, if he-could bl 
but s moment hear the ſerieghings of the Damned, Wl 
(if ir were granted to him ) he would not delay to. if 
give his heart to Chriſt, - + * T 

The laſt Confidcration is, O conſider theſe infinit; eters i 
nal and unchangeable advantages that thoſe baue i 
which gives their hearts to Chiiſt, we conceive if all 
the Angels in Heaven would preach -togetber upon i 
the [peakable bleſſedneſs of the, Saints in Heaven, 
they would always cloſe their Sentenees with this, Ie 

5 unſpeakable jc y which attends:thoſa that are «dmic- 
{ted to-chat-blefled Life, There are fire things uf 
. tao 
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1 actangeable to Chriſtians, and five things which 
dite unchangeable to Reprobats; There is this firſt, WM” 
1 Which is unchangeable to the Saints: (I mean not We. 
dauere) their communion with God ſhall be unchange 
© © able; for after they mall win te Hezven, they ſhall 
be under a continua and bleſſed manation of Chriſt 
preſence ; Secondly, They mall have in utichangeable 
love. A Chriſtians love white lie is here; is like unto: 
. the moon, ſubject to many viciſſitudes, and alterati. 
aon; but afterwards when they ſhall be In Heaven, 
YN their love ſhall be unchangeible; -Thirdly,* His holi 
neſt ſhall then be unchangeable, when once he ful 
put on the Robe of Chriſt's *Righteouſmeſs, he [hall 
ben ſing that” Song, O-Drath ! where is thy fing! in WM 
2 Grave! where. ii thx vir? Fourthly, Praiſe to WM, 
= God ſhall be unchangeable; O, what a pleaſent ſight Wh, 


: 


hall it be to ſee the Souls of juſt men made perfet, 
Vith harps in their hands ſinging theſe pleaſant ſongs Mx. 
vote God moſt ſweet iy?  Halelujab id him that ſtr" 
il, Throne, and ro the Lamb which lives for over ; this 
u made like the pen of aircody writer, there is not Wl on 
8 ſuch a complaint uttered by Moſes" in Heaven, Im i 
= man of ow ſperch; neither doth Jeremiah now complain, el 
= 7 a” *:hild, and cannot ſpeak. Fifthly, Deſires attcr 
| God ſhall be unchangeable; a Chriſtian while he is. h 
here below, will deſife God now, and within 3 little y 
hie he will deſire his idols; but then when he fill 5 
be above, his deſires after God ſhall be unchangeable- 5 
© And upon the contrary. there are five things un- WW 3 
© changeable in the lot of « Reprobar, and of thelc that 
Will not give Chriſt their hearts, Firſt, Their ſepꝰt- ; 
tion from God ſhall beunchangezble; When once they WM 1 
hall go. don into the pit, there ſhall be no hope of 
b 
b 


© comung up agein : Ak! ye Would think upon this, 
hie life ſhall it be, to be under tHeeternal excom 
EMunicetion from Chriſts preſents ? O but if ye knew 
lig, and believed what a one he were, ye wou 
ee bim? 2. The Repf bat ſhall have an un- 
e komen, O be me Ne fad, when the ver- 
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Mall be unchangeable ; t 


day ye ſhall curſe your curfed hearts fer thachired ye of 


_ 


id 


"-__ 

, 

4 * 
i 

. „ 

1 

' 

* = 
* * 


* 


% 


* 
ö 
o5 


> 


* 
9 
F. 


26 

— 
2 
K 


7” 


5 
* . F o * 
1 ? E 
2 x 5 . 
A 4 Th 3 A 
7 3 
% ad, N 4 
* 


3 2 — * 
” | ion act — ts. 
oy . 


VB #7 
— 


VVV 
8 Mie 6. 9. The Lit vie“ etyrth unte the City, and 
eee ee ſhall ſee thy "nar; bear ye the Rod, 
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3 queſtion that is hard to determine, whether 
the greatneſs of God, or che condeſcendency f 
Soc be the greateſt Myſtery ; but O! when both theſe 
= are put together, they malt ups matcbleſs myſtery, 
= What is more dreadful chan power. which cannot 
4 2 reſiſted ? and what is more terrible than wiſdom iſe 
- from which 55 can be hid ? And yet 'whatis . 
= more {weet, tlian the love  wherewith he hath lo, Wh 
U 
Q 


Tei us, and the wnchangeableneſs thereof, which 
8 doth ent of all fuſpition? I would only ſay , this 
 Qanto you, God hath: been ſpeaking to you divers et 
6 ways. and by different things, and as the Apoſtle 

6 ſpeaks; Thire' are nan whices” in ebe World and tom hr 
die bath its own ſeguifitation. 8d I may Tay, chere i 
Is not a voice, by which God ſpeaks to you, that Whi 
3 e net to be 1 Bafbortan (proking i® an unt Wh 
1 Tae ir , Gi that when Goc tondeſeends to 
4 2 Une us e man Aiffetene ways, that there 


eu be fo mavy which ſhould ſtop their cars i 46 
there not tonne to whom Chrift hich pipgd, and they 
| have not” e; And now he- is aging ing t 
© mourn es you, and Oh !'will ye not [ament? 1 weuld 
ſay thisto you,” the day may. be »pproxching when pe 
een be preachers, and its croſſes teach" Wan 
em ke Leid. Yea, God is beginning to Fresch Noe 
that wor&t you, that is 10 Fer” 2. 37, 0 Gentration, Bhi 
| Jee the word of the Lord,” Sc. if yt will fot hatrken 
- to God, in cke voice and mouth of his preachers, he 
end more ſcyere preacher Into you, and ye 
lde forced $0 bear bis vhice, Hay, look that the WF +, 
"24 . . 8 . Fg | 75, ©, 2 ö Pt f $ © "7 con-. 28 
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terapt of Chriſt in his Rods, in his ordinaptes, and, 
his offers, make net this place an Aceldams; a 
Id of blood, and a Celgene, the place of desd mens 
ulis Lay to you, the day may. be approaching when, 

ſhall meer with theſe. ſix filent things from God; I} 
ſt, when ye ſhall meer with filent Reds, when 9 
all not know nor underſtand the language of them, 
hen they hall ſpeak to You in a'ſtrange and pto- 
und language, in hich ye ſhall not underftand, Se- 
badly, when ye ſhall meet with a filent God; when. - 
ſhall cry to bim, and he ſhall nor hear yan. 4 


birdly. when you ſhall meet with: filent and dumb ll 


Hinences, which ſhall not ſpeak unto you, Fourrhly, _ il 
hen ye ſhall meet with ſilent mercies, that all the: 
pod things he doth unte you; ye ſhall not know the + *4 
nguage of them. ,Fifthly , when ye fhall meet 
th the fad lot of # ſilent Conſcience, when ye ſhall f 
ot be reproved- by it, when ye ſin, but God ſhall 

dt. give you leave to fall xe þ deplit, and not to ⁵ 

turn. And laſtly, when ye mall meet with ſilent⁵⁶ 
emmands, with filent-threatnings, and with ſilent 
promiſes, that is ye ſhall never know what the po- 
muſes calls for, what the threatning calls for, nor what 
he commands ealls for, when he ſhall chaſtiſe you in 
he dark, and there ſhall be none tb deliver you; 
ad when there ſha]! be none to plead your cauſe, but 
in revenging God entering the liſts with you ; il 
Then he ſhall ſay to them that are left, dg not pray ⁵⁶ 

or this people, nor intercetd for chem, for they are 1 

be kopie upen whom I will have no mercy.” Im.yWi 
Wy by all appearance,our judgment doth ſpeak. this- 
4 hath fpoken unto us in the fu voice af the: GG 
and he bath ſpoken, unto us in the; Whit l. wind, 3 
jet he is in none of them, butwwhat know.ye bue - Þ 
God miy next time ſpeak to you cloling himfelf in 
eireſe of fire ; Lhave ſometimes fpoken thut wort to "I 


W wake; ewate, O fle pers and call upon your: Galli 
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But" de come to the words, in this chapte „Ae 
boplict hath been leading s ſad proceſs againſt chi- 
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people, for the negle d of duties which were "AED * 
| - the door, and now we have in this verſe the concluſ· WA 
on of it, and the” ſcope whereof is this, ſhewing the 
+ people that the Lord would ſend a more ſhirp meſſigę Wa 
Tee the * Ibo not obe y. And in it there are four thing Wl 
4 etable. 2 
Firſt, We have an excellent exhortation given » 
1 the rod, ind by it, is not only meaned 9 
take up what the road ſpeaks, but alſo, Who hath ap 
. "obs x. > | 
Secondly, There is that excellent len fo 
5 preſs them unto it, it is h. Lords voce, we may ſij 
1 that of the Rod, which was ſaid of Herod 3 in another 
Fenſe, it is the woiee Goa and not of man. 
Thirdly, We have the people to whit: the Ex 
"hofrarion is given 3 and it , zt the City, that is, to 
 $amaris, and to che bordering Towns theres bout; 
no the reafon why the Lords voice cryeth unto 
1 this. City rather than to the Countrey, the reaſon d 
it is either this the City ordinarly hath moſt eminem 
tokens of the mercies' and reſpects of God, which 
1 abuſed, makes God eſpecially contend oil 
.- them; or elſe becanſeef this, nemo ft prophani. 
®: 3 is broached within the Sity, and oth vent it ſelf 
ence. into the Countrey, according” to that word 
_ which- is ſpoken of Jeraſslew, that JT. it Prophanit gu 
e unte the Count ery or whole Land, 
The fourth thing inthe words is the perſons that 
ies the voice of the Rod, the Lord's voice, and 
- Wis, - The man of wiſdom ſhall 'ſee thy Name, or as the 
word may be rendered, the man of ſubſtance, or of 
- ſubſtantial -Wiſdem *; which ſp caks that it 
is one of the reateſt fo Mies miſt is | imaginable, 
. - not tg heir the voice of the Lerd, and bis 
| OUT Kod: 
"Theta ching i in the words, is ths: way New the 
| man of wildem wins to the right uſe making ind un⸗ 
AK derſtandin of the voice of the Rod, -and It is by 
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acber ungerſtevd the ſeeing. of the Authority o, 
in his threartings; er by the Name of God m 
aunderſtood, His Wiſdom, His Peace, His Power, Y 
Juſtice} His" Soveraigttty, and His Holineſs, the, 

in of Wildom mall ſee theſe five excellent A 
WWE bures of God mining into the Rod; and in vet 
4 diſpenſacion” which” bes mrets With, and ke 
on ofufing chat epfeſſton, b bat” ſee, is to point } 
War rheſe certain and diſtinet diſcoverles which the 
nf Wiſdem mall have by fach 2 croſs. 
= Now bsving thus made plain the words unto yous 
ere are three chings which we ſhall ſpeak a "little 
Wars from the ſcope{bef6re we coms to the firſt thing 


The Art thing whieh we ſnall take notice ef from 
Je ſcop, is this, That che ſligkting of known du- 
ies is the foterunner of ſome” ſad and lamentabie 
ak from tlie Lord upon a perſon or people; theſe . 
hings which they knew to be duties, and yet they il 
iche auc diſobey them, I fay, it is the fore ·- runner of _ 
ome fad and eminent act of the diſpleaſure uf God co 
x perſon” or people. This is Clear, Luke 12 47. Thee WM 
want which kuomet h bit Lori. will, and preparethᷣ not him | 
ſelf, neither doth” actirding te bit will" ſhall be beten 11 
may Hripes. And that word in Fer. 5. 6. I will g 
e wits rhe great men,” an 1 will ſbeak une t he, fir they 1 g 
love kun the way of thi Lord, aud the Julginenis of thei— 
Gu, C yet ir is fad ef theſe, bey have altegu ber 
baten Hot pole, and burſt the han. And what follows? 4 
verſe 6." Wherefore & Lyon our of th; Frrreſt ſhall Nay tm, 
Rom. f. at, 26. Where they profeſſed" them(elves _ | 
tO Kad, and yet they” Glorifie bim not ' as Grd. This 
geen as a reaſorf, That he gau them up te 4 reprebate 4 | 
nd, te do things wor centotiitent; It is probable 755 im- { 
e prophanity bf people is esche to s wonders Þ 
en when ehey can fly aghint Tight and; know» 
UI 
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0} eee 1s, when a petſon lights. 
e Sinfulneſs of that fin hath b-en- diſco. 


4 Char is mighty aggravation of that ſin this is cle, 


| der, though. I baut been „ rehuker. F them all. Neb 


9. % 4nd bove tiſftifid gif them, ye . 8 
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rue third 4;groverien ofthe fin of ſlighting known © 
ies is, when perſons ſlight known duties after God 1 
@ bath begun to contend with them fot ſo 1 72 this 
N mighty 2ggrovation of fin, avis clear in Jt.” 57 1 
Ws . For the iniqnitie of his cue was 1 wroth and m. 
Bm : 1 bid 'me and wos wreth, and be went on frowardly © 

WAS he way of ris heart. A froward Son þath had the 
od ſhaken over his head, and hath drunk ſomething . | 
WS che juſtice of God, for lighting ſuch a duty, yet ts 
rliſt in it,. Q that. is a ſcarlet and mighty tranſꝑreſſi- 


3h 


in, and Yet are there not many here who are fſuch? 
The fourth: Aggravetion of lighting known dutiey, © & 


s, when a perſon flights: known duties upon very 
mall temptations; is not this certain, a word ofs 
temptation the half of a word, yea the very-noad of 
n temptation will put us from the doing of known du- 
ies? Yea ſometimes we will be glad of a temptarti= 
on to divert us from the exerciſe of duties; yea, _ | 
ſometimes it is known, when temptations are not pre? 
ent to divert us from the exerciſe of known. duties, 
we will ge forth and ſeek a temptation; I confeſs the 


. {WPecvil needs not te be at much pains in theſe days, 

chere are miny which gives the Devil work and im- 
n ploy ment; yes and if he ſeek not them, they will 
fs ſeek him · 5 22 2 33 N $65 51 15 8 AREA Se 5 — EC: 
„. The fifth Jegraverien of the ſin of ſighting } 
1d know duties, is, when perſons do not ſo much as fer © 
hut well doing of them, that is a great aggravation,. | 
ing WH tis is clear, Luke 12. 47. He that knows bis male: 


a will, and doth it not, neither. dt h prepare himſelf to do. if 
it, is worthie of double fripes. He will not take pains 
to prepare his heart for duties, that is a mighty g- 
have gravation. Some they are content to be. under their- I 
th fetters, 'as though they were bound of God; ſome 
they aro contenttolive under their cnunvitiens; "as- i 
mer; e ee impoſſible for them to anſwer them, 


bail and chey ſay, there is u0 b. 
coll The fixth Aggravation of ſlighting kne wn duties: is 
ui when a perſon flights known. duties after God hath © 
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FP 4G n 
Ll commended-che beauty and cxcetlency of ſuch dutie 
that is na, doubt a.great aggravation: as when Go 
den commend. prayer and diſcovers. the beautic 
b) thereof con Chriſtian, O, then it-is. 2 ſad and lamenti· 
| bletbing, for that. perſon. to fic down * and. {light hu 
4 duty this is, (as it were, to flight. prayer when it hat 
S ob All its ornaments; _ Os x 
The ſevesth aggravation. of lighting known dutie i 
is: when perſons lliht duties after they have been con. 
vinced of the advantage which waits uppen the doing 
of them . Are chere not ſome that {light Prayer, not- 
wienhſtending they have been cenvinced that Prayer 
Hab been to thema Mount Laber, in which they hive 
—_— fron Chriſt eransfigured 2 ſeme they wilt flight prays 
aer they have been convinced that Prayer hath 
a. kriſting place betwixt Chriſt and them? aud 
ter they have been convinced that prayer bath been 
= atthe top of Mount Piſgab, on which they have gotten 
ies efthe promiſed Land: O! that is a notable; 


jon ef lighting efknewn. duties, when the 
w ath this to ſay, now I am fligbting my en 
%%/// ² ˙ô0 / / ²⁰˙·wmc . 
Tee is this laſt aggravation, when a perſen 
18 Nights. wow. duties, yet with vesy little reſent« : 
ment end grief of heart: Are there not many} 

= perſens chat hatleſlighted their morning Prayers here . 
06> day; and: yer have not convictions thereof? 
= And are not there not many-perſons here to day, that WF + 
 Ehtentimes go to bed; withgut ſaying. their proj WF 
yer have, ss, much pesce of Conſcience, 
ik they had: dear I think. a perſon hath 
gest length in hardneis of heart, when le 
* en cht known-ducies, and yet not be grieved? 
toben that they have not only te do. witk 
ee Conſcience; but with a hardned will. Ale 

ene cho perſont, that. notwitkſtahding of the 
” flizhting-of kaowalduties, yet newer had, a ; broken 
ee ? Dork; tas; che. mmi5be/iever feige the 
| #oamnmdmcateLFouk, and ꝓet nor weep far? Dot 
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rn Red, © vas © 
e che ſecyre Chriſtian flight che commandment of 
ever, = yet not be grieved therefore? Doch ner 
R pieſumtuous finer flight ſeif examination, and 
eis not much grieved? And doth not the diſſolute 
er, that is under the power of his idols, ſlight he 
amendment of mortification, and yet not have a 
W Now the. ſecond thing to whick I ſhall ſpeak fram 
the ſcope is, I ſhall propoſe ſome conſiderations to 
dreſs you to the exerciſe of pl] known duties, 
The ſirſt conſideration. It is the Chriſtian which pra- 
Fiſeth and not the Chriſtian which knoweth, to wham 1 
he promiſes are made F would ye know the: Chri- 4 
Giza which hath a right-to- the promiſes 2% It is net 
he Ch riſtian which knoweth his duty , but it is 
he Chriftian that doth this duty ; This is clear in 
Mer. 7. 21. Not overit ne that ſaich unto me, Iurd, 
Lard ; [bal! enter into the Nin dem of Heaven, but be that 
dub the will of my Father which is in Heaven, I think 
if the. pramiſes had beenannexed-to the-knowledge of 
duties, then doub!'leſs Balsam had been in Heaven: It 
is at the knowing Chriſtian, but it is the praftifing 
Cbriſtian, to whom the promiſes are made. 
The ſecond Conſideration to preſs you to the en 
Lerciſe of known duties, it is the Chriſtian that is % 
ken up in prakkiſing. 2nd net the kaewing Chriſtiang 
bat it bleſſed; would ye know the bleſſed Chriſtian FS 
it is not he, that knows his Sip only, but it iz b 
whick knaweth his duty and. dath it; accordingita 1 


. 
he 9 
a” 


3 


1 word, 70h. 13. 1, If he um thiſe things, bps 
1 ent ye if ye do thim, Where ye may ſee happineſs. is 
0 


annexed to doing, and net to knowing: confeſs ß 
ye could ſpeak your duty like an Angel, and if ye knows 


0 the ſmalleſt com mand in Serjpture te be, s Command 
lying st your door, yet if ye do it not ye ſhall never 


be bleſſed. O! kao it; there ace many knowing pere 
J TTT 
b BY The third conſideration to preſs yon t pfad ii, 
oy iris che profiling Chee. and not the Kgew ing 
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©... 426 3 5 a ' "God's threatning Rod. '-*;, a 
| _ Chrifflan that is approven and commended of coi 
1 This Is clear, Seng 7.1. How beautiful are thy feet wii 
3 oer, OP FIR aaughter, &c. Chriſt takes firſt notice * 
op che Brides feet, which is her practice, and con I 
ends. her for that? believe it, Chriſt commend: iff 
3 Chriſtians feet more than his eyes, that is, his Prada 
more than his knewledpe ; it is the praiſing Chris 
an which ſhall have that word ſpoken to bim in t 
1 day of the Lord, welt done good and faithful ſervant? i 
TD 1$Not ſaid, well known good and faithful ſervint 
but it is ſaid, ell dove; for if you, never knew ſo 
=_ ee , and yet not practiſe it, Chriſt will never com 

r B % ets 
5 The fourth conſideration, to preſs You to the do 
by ing of known duties, it is not the knowledge but the 
peattice of duties, which will give peace to a Chriſt 

- ans Conſcience, if ye would know all the Command 
ments in the Bible, and yet never do one of them, 
= _ itis nothing it is not your knowledge that will girt 

Wo 31 Peace. I ſay this to you, many thai 
= knowing and their ſlighting of duty in one day vil 
make their Conſcience roar like a Lion, and they bare: 
= nething to anſwer it; Iſey unte yo, O Chriſtians, 
= ifye would have | peace of Conſcience in the greit 
= and terrible day of the Lord, then praftiſe whit 
. and dete to know. what ye. ooght t 
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22 
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Ik! be fifth conſideration, it is the practice of your 
= duty, and not the knowledge of your duty, by which 
ve riſe up in conformity with God 2 It is the pn, 
GAlſing of what ye know, and not the knowledge of 
what ye ſhould do, that raiſes yon up in conformity 
with him z if ye know all that ye ſhould do, and do! 
tit not, ye may be ſtrangers to God in reſpect of con. 
formity with him, as if ye were meer ignolants. 
-  wilhthere were in theſe days leſs knowledge and mot 
practice; or rather 1 wish there-wete more know: 
edge and praftice both together. I think the Cb riſti⸗ 
ans of this time, they ſin againſt a witneſs in Heaven. 
F anda witnels nat their own conſcience *. Ithink 
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= nt Red, "129 3 
Where arc ſome (HE among us ) in theſe, days, 
. ſioneth out: or rance but 1 would ſay chis 
1 e perſon that fins out of knowledge, condemns bim A 
ies bur” the perſon that (ins out of ignotance, the. 
Ew condemns . „ 72 


fPbere is chis chirdlie that I would ſay to you from 
"he ſcope, I would have you obſerving theſe fix 1 
e niags concerning known duties. „„ 
And : Manie perſons ate more defireens to know  } 


» * 


ö hat they ſhould do, than to do what they know : }. : 
come perſons cry out, Wherewith ſhall I come before the. 


Lord ? and the, Lord wy anſwer them with this, Hove 
net I ſhewed the, Oman? _ . nM 
There is this 2 thing which I would have you knows? 


ing, the queſtion which ſhal! be prepoſed fo you in? 
i: the great and notable day-of the Lord, it all not be, 
“o man what kroweft thou? but it ſhill be, O man. 
„hat didſt thou? This ſhall be the queſtion which 
Christ ſhall put home to you in that day. what didſt 
chou in thy lifetime, &. not what kaeweſt thou in 4 
il thy lifetime, - FF 


3. L would Gy this, belevs it, a grain-weight of þ 


WF ſincerity and practice, is warth « talent of knowledge, 
I is better to practiſe as the weakeſt Chriſtian; than ta 
ut know as the moſt excellent Angel, ndt practiſing what 
to 


we know 3 Chriſt weighs not our graces by quantity, 
but by quality: nor by degrees, but by the truth. and 


ur reality of them; I ſay, if thou knew never ſo much, a 
ch grain weight of ſincerity and praftice in God's ſight, is 
% more worth than it all: if thou were as eloquent is 4» 

of WF eller and as wiſe as Solomon, and could ye ipeak with 
it as many'tongues as Paul, and if yeknew and underftoog 


all-Myftegies, yer if ye do not pradiſe your duties, if 
0-88 13 e no-purpoſes gt ie in 0 Oo A OY 
, Foucthly, I would iy this, the ſtigbting of 
ou kiown du ies harh many fad difidvantages waiting 

upon them and I-ſhall name theſe four unto you. Fc, 
The flighting of duties, it is that which makes Chri- 


. Mans Weary in duties; is there any perſon her- tie 
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$ 1 ag . . God's threat un | Rod. N n. * FF 
nights duties at ſuch and (alli * 


te chec, thou thall weary on 5 1 5 
5 elear, Hai. 43. 42. But ib] "Wl wit called — 
Ae, bur. _ baft been wearieW me, Oliratl, 1 fay 1 
; Mighing of duties, and weary ing in, duties; they wil 
net be long aſunder. Secondly, Slighting of known A 
Quties brings on much hardneſs and ſtupidity of h+an Ml 
recording to that word in Naben. 9. 16. where diſo 
bedience and hardneſs of heatt are knit together; 
- wWpwdyc know the reaſon why ſo many perſons ar: 
under ſe much n under ſo many bonds 
Ie is beeauſc they flight known duties. Thirdly, Tü 
ligheing of known duties doch theſe three thiags to 
our conſcience; Jr. either marrs the peace of conſci- 
= ence or elſe it hardens the conſcience. Or-thirdily, 
= it la!'s/our. cenſciencc aſleep. I wonder how ny 


| - 'ofus can call our felves tender, -fince there is ſo much | 
= Fighting of that we ought to de. Are there not many 
1 n which may ſooa tell all their private Fraj - 
r that they make te Cod / There is a fourth diſid 
vantage which waits on the ſlighting of known duties 
= and it is chis, the Chriſtian, who flights duty ſometimes, 
that duty which a Chriftian deth, it is exceeding for- 
= mal: there are ſome» Chriſtians which flight Prayer 
ene day; and the ſrcond day and it is one to a lim: 
Ated the third dey when that Chriſtian prays, but it 
be meet formality. O, what makes Chiiſtians pray ſo 
weskly ? Ie is becauſe they reach their hearts the Art 
of praying formally, by ſlighting ofdury; © 
1 Fifchly, 4 would fay this to you, the ſligkting of 
= koewn duties is the firſt ſtep of the fin againſt the 
Holy, Shot, this is clear in Heb 12. 26. For if we 
| ſis wilfully afier ws baut received the knowledge of the 
" aruch, there remaineth no mare [gerifice for ſin, Te tell 
ou what is betwixt the fin of ſlighting known du- 
ties, and the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? 'there 
is no more betwixt-them both but that word wih. 
6 weſt and what knows thou but thy lighting of 
© duties may come towilfulneſs ere long? Ye would 
; this, that under the Law there were faccifices 
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f 10 bor ſins of 1gnmante, and likewiſe for ſins of Difirmitie,, 

«Sur chere was no facrifice for preſumptugus ſius ;: 
os if this be the firſt ſtep towards the ſin agiinſt | 
, 1 he Holy Ghoſt, I am ſure there are ſome here, 
iich have gone this length, yea, and I fear a little 4 
1 orcher Now will ye rake home this convittien, . 


0, Threatuing Rid; | 


' Eguilty of this effence amongſt us, rake up the 
fr ſtone and caſt at us. I ſuppoſe our Cenſcienee 
might accuſe us, and we might ſteal out one by one. 
FO | che dreadful diſadvantages which attend that per. : 
| ſon that flights known duties? This is a ſtrange 


thing, "ourconſciences are no more moved at what 


0 no | 
„one can ſpeak of that which is our fin indeed, than 
, WE though it did not concern us: I ſuppoſe there is not 
/ one here, but they, maywrite this on their fore“ heads, 
| ll Guiry, Guiley, fx. En Rane, 
en there is this laſtly which I would ſay unte 
„ves, the day is coming when the lighters of known 
« WY $uties thall be forced co cry out, Ah! that 1 had 1 
been an idiot, and had never known my duty. I con- 
ee che Thybiting of known duties, and the ſinning a 
' WW goinſt light mall be a mighty aggtavation of our ſin: 
1 O! what terror was it to Judas conſcience when he 
eme to think of this, 7 [aid my Mf, 4 | 
e ned in [e ding. And O] what terror likewis 
. will it be to you. when ye ſhall be convinced of this. | 

| my conſcience told ma that this | ” 
VICK nes P 
e the next thing which we tha 

the words in general is, that God t ; 

li, condeſendency) ah 
| 
: 9 A threatuing Red, Now thi ws 
1 . | ning Rod, Now this is clear. 4 
e Sod hath manic ways in preſſing people t 2 1 
duties: dai. 8. 4. | & People to their 
1 1 wiv? 5 $-.4: What .fould have been dine more 187 
Yn 90:3 eve nw dnt is it, hs,” This in 


C140 . *  Ged: threatuing Rod. © 7 

Alo eminentſie clear in- Se 5. 2. Open fo me my ff. 
m ſpouſe.. And if that will not de, he will knod 
r che door, and ſay, It ir ebe voice of my beloved tba 

Þ * Imcketh z and if this will not do it, he will uſe 
guments to perſwade her, Open, #6 me, my filter: Is no 
that an argument? Yea he will give her another, r m 
Fed it filed with dew, and my hair with the drops of the night 


1 4% 
WF 


F And falt theſe will not do. it. Chriſt will pur in H 
bend af the holc of the der, which ſpeaks this, tha: 
| Chriſt in the depths of his condeſcendency, leaves no- 
* thing un-ſſiycd. to preſs people to their duty. The 
is alſo clear. Deut. 11. 26, 27, 28, where he [es life ni 
eb, bleſſings and es before them to preſs them to 
tei N L confeſs there are many, in Heaven to 
day that Chrift never tobk the half of the pains on 
them, 2s he hath taken on ſpme-of us, and there ate, 
= many inhell av $4 nag pr Chriſt took never half 
= ſo much pains as he hath-done-on ſome of us; and 
Dit nor then a wonder that we are not ſet away to hell 
Þ- likewiſe ?: Now I will tell you ſix. great. voices or 
means wherewith God prefſerh pe or to their. duty. 
= The firſt voice is, the voice of threatnings : all 
= the threatnings which is in the Scripture, this is the 
voięe of them all: O! give obedience to your Duty. 
This is remarkablieclear, from that choice and remite 
ble place, Jer. 3, 6 verſe 3,6, 7. Thersfore go theu a 
read the roll which thok haft. written from my. mouth, &, . 
© . Baruch, he is command-d to read all the threatniags 
= of. God'ro his people: and what is the precious end 
= he hath before him? I may bethey will proſent their ſup- 
” plications. before the Lord, and. will return every nt 
+ from: his evil way, &c. This is the very end and ſcope 
” of God's: Threatnings, that perſons may 8 
there. Prayers before him, and he will ſhake the 
Nod over our heads for this end, Therefore I ſay, 
| give. the, Threatnings of: God ( which are bis 
232 OH 00 OC 1” ov  BASNEDgers ) 
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_ XC ThreattingRd.  - 5” 236M 
| meſlengers) that which they require, and it is to put 
he Rod by the 5 OO 
aue ſecond: great Nies whereby God ſometimes - 
rreſſeth home duties upon folk, is by the Voice and 
Nod of theſe ſad afflicting diſpenſations'which. we meet 
ich [This is indeed the end of them, that perfohs 7 
would give obedience to this command of God, this 
is clear in the very ſcope,. where he preſſeth them 
1 te hear th vsice of the red;that they might give obedience 
to their duty. And it is alſo clear from that ſweet and 
excellent promiſe, Exek. 20. 3, 7. And I will cauſe you | 
: paſs under the Rod, aud I will bring you inte the benalof 7 
| the Covenant. I. ſay, the very great end and defign of 
| God in ending Rods, ie, that perſons may be engaged 
to tac [ue . 5 * | N * 8 
The third Yoice where witk God preſſeth people to 
their duty, is by the voice of promiſes: Whar is the 
great voice of the Covenant of promiſes ? it ri On 


dience to Commanded duties, this is clear in Ezeke, 
11. 19, 20. And I will give them one Heart, and I will h 
a. new ſpirit within you, and 1 will taks the flony heart un 
; of thelr fleſh, and I will gius them an heart of fleſh : at they. 
may walk in - my ſtatutef= and keep mime ordinarcys, au 
de them, & c. As it were, all the great promiſes df 


of 
- 


the Covenant have this promiſe Obey and ye ſhall lives = 


it is obedience that leadeth us to the poſſeſſion of tie 4 
The fourth Nice whereby God preſſeth people co 

the doing of known duties, is, be wks yolte f 1 | 

the mercies which we meet with: I ſay, the voice ef 
them all is this, O! give obedience to bis command. 
ments, Yea, this isthe very language of mercies. All. 2 

the great things which God hath done to you, whae 

is che . and end of them all? Ic is, O will ye '® 
; Fifchly, doth not the great voice of our congien- 
Jess and of all rhe convictions which God * ; 
pon them, do they not (ay, O! give. bediene ang; obey. 
W „„ ET wake 
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+ There is this laſt vice whereby God preſſes prop 
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rie firft ſtep of judgment which ordinarly doth be- 


l lighters and diſobeyers of God's voice, is God 
>! gh theit voice when they cry unto him, and 
it z wonder that Gdd ſtop his ear at all ehr | 


m Fayers,. becauſe, it 1s known that we ſhop our ears 
oo iis precious invitation aud cry, which Chriſt hath. 


Wo us, G fel, me. Therefore I (ay, O give Chriſt your 
eart and chen he will your bear voice. "1 
| There is a ſecond fep of Judgment, which ordinaris © | 
ly. befall-theſe who flight theſe - great and precious 
Voices by which he. is ſpeaking to us, and it is, be 


le afraid ther at laſt thou come not to this, that thou 
cet have no anſwer from God, that God ſhall ſpex if 
vo more unte thee; yea that thou come not to this, 
a that God ſhall ſpeak his laſt word unto thee, and have 
no more to ſay. Lconfeſs when God goeth fromPrexches 

I ings to Rods, it is an evidence that we are bard te 

be perſwaded. It is faid, when he makes the Rods our 
Teachers, and we will not he taught by them; though, 
* Iebink. that that were u bleſſed Croſs tharſhould 4 
wake us come to Chrift. I think Chriſt muſt do tõ us, 
0 as.dhiſalom did to Joab, he ſent to Joab to come to him, 

ts and he came not; 46/alem then ſet his corn fields on 

e fire, ſo that at Laſt he might come. So I think, Chriſt 


ſets our corn ſields on fire, that we may be conſtrains 
ed to come to him. ty OP 5 
This is 2 third flep belike of our judgment, and 
it is chis, 1 fear, that ſad and lamentable word ia 
like to befall us, if we continue to ſlight * Goſpel 
Exek, 5.2. | That all fleſh may know thas 1 the Lord ba 
dawn forth my ſword out of his ſbeath, it ſhall not ratux 7 | 
a more, Yea God hath begun te draw. the ſword v 
his Juſtice out of his ſhearh, and whe knows when hel 
*will-puritiup again? Is there any perſon who hath 
confidence or perſuaſion that God will quickly ſnesti 
the word which he hath drawn againſt us. 
Phe fourth fte of Judgment vhich lights dow 
upon thoſe that fligh: the voice of Gods threatuinig 
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a \ 0 9 
is L \ air e - 7; . 1 7 
21 Sou, — , Tye 1h x, 2 IT, 1 
* b | 8 * ; bs | © ; 0 ” > Oh, % * &@ TN > gh [4 1 by I 
F A 1 5 * * \ . $ 8 7 4 Fl of >; 1 1 N 19 4 "1 | | Ml 
o * * 2 \ . * * F * - | : [0 
'3 : * . I q 1 * 2 4 3 F l 
9 ; 8 . 0 WK por. s 2 A . = 1 — + 8 i 2 A 


"ra 


I 134 © Gor Threghning Red, 

12. The fed is ſharpened and furbiſed. that it „ 
- * glitter, aud that it may make a ſore laughter, 11888 
it maybe given into the ban of | the layer; And w] 


know ye"but your diſobedience to all theſe voi (ih 
by which God hath been ſpeaking to you, hi 
made him to draw his ſword, and he is to deliver 
inco the hand of the fliyer ? And oh! who ſhall b 
the ayer into whoſe hand the ſword ſhall be del. 
-* » Vered ? : 4" 4 S5 BIR. 7 $2229. 122. Lak: $9 OE 
© Theres this fifthly, which ſhall be a ep of out 
>. . judgement, if we continue to flight all theſe voices by 
which God-doth ſpeak to us, and it is that word, Ez, 
20. 31, £1 live, faith the Lord God, I will not be enquind | 
„ of 5y you, I will ceaſe now to have gorreſpondence with 
Jou an A % | 
A There is this ſixth fep, of Judgement, which may 
and ſhall befall us; if we go thus on to flight all the 
voices of the Lord tous; 1 * that word in Ezek. 
E 24 5 I would have purged tie, and then wouldeſt not bt 
F ; ge „ then ſpalt not be purg:d any more, till; my fury; &. 
There. is this lt fp of our Judgement, which 1. 
E think is the cape-ſtonevf all the reſt; if we continue 
in all our ſlightings of the voices by which God ſpesks 
to us. By all appearance there ſhall be one of theſe 
= ewe Decrees paſt in Heaven againſt us: firſt, either 
that in Heſ. 4. 7. Ephraim is jeyned to his idols, let him 
lens. Or, ſecondly, that Deetee in Rev. 22. 11. He | 
= that ir anjuff let bim be unjuſt fill, and be that is filthy, let 
bir be filthy ſtill; Ste. I ſay, to day if ye will bear his ite, 
= hat den gt your Hearts as in the day of - provegetion. Glaſs 
ger is yet Within ſpeaking terms to God. O! who . 
kaows how, Iong it ſhall.be ſo ? Now if ye will not 
hear him in the ſtill voice ef e, O! will ye 
hear him eſpecially in the whirlwind ? There is ne- 
thing that will befall us, which willbe the cape-ſtone 
of our miſery ſo much as that, when Chriſt ſhall come 
and take his farewell. I think there are few of us who 
are kere, who are within the ſight of Chriſt; but 1 
xt. (ure there are many here which are within (| Ry 3 
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Now what doth he require and cat for at your 
aas? Poth not all the promiſes in the Covenant ſay, 
come and take him ; Doth not gll the rods and 
a diſpenſations which we meet with, ſay. O come, 

and take him? Doth not all ther threatuings in the 
s ſay unto you, O come and toke him? And doth 


1 dS 8 > py. 
oer all your convitiens of conſcience whereby you 
T 7 of Chriſt is diſcovered, ſay this unto you, 


Wome and take him? Are ye nor ſurrounded about with 
many voices that cry out this unto the City, O come 
and take him! Therefore, O harden not your hearts 
to this pleaſant voice. I. have only theſe ſeven werds 
to ſpeak to you, end I ſhall cloſe. 
And firfiGad hath a therefold Rod, wher-by he 
maketh bipifſelf known to a people? Fiiſt. He hatk. 7 
the Rod of his mouth, whereby he makes known 
his word to us. Se condly, there is the Rod of his hand,. 
and that is afflicticn and croſſes. Thirdly, there is 
the iton Rod of deſtritjon, when God. deth utters Þ 
ly deſtroy, that deſtruction ſhall not riſe up the ſe- 
cond time. Now God hath been Tong ſpeaking.-to 4 
you by the Rod efhis mouth, and by the Rod of his 
afflitions and croſſes; and O now bewar left he come 
and ſpeak to you by the iron Red of deſtruction! 
Look that the Treaty, which is betwixt Chriſt and 
you be not broken: O, be perſwaded to lay hold upon 
your time, while it is with you. if 
 Srcondly, I would ſay this word unto you, I. think 
the ſlighting of the ſad and lamentable threatnings of 
God, which he hath threatned and: denounced againſt if 
you, is a fad fore-runner of ſome ſid ftrozks from the 
Lord, Aye there not many perſons. which\Mlighg? 
threatnings through the want of Faith? Thcy believes 
not that ſuch a threatning is true, and therefore I think 
it is like that God will preach to your ſenſes, before 
you believe what ke now preaches to your ear; ILE, 
the day is coming, that before the threatnings of God 
be believed by ſome of you, he muſt preach to your * 
leaſe, and make you to feel that which ye woulp nos 
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2 e And are there not many that will not mu 
uůlſe of the threatnings, becauſe they believe the threw "ter 
niags is not to them? And therefore they make n« WR 
E -particular:2pplication of the threatnings to themſelye | . 
* ea I think it were good for every one of su 
take home the tireatnings ro our own boſom. - 10 
Tooiraly, Some will not take and make uſe of k 
threatnings becauſe they miſtake what is their men. 
ing. Thee are ſome that let Chrift threaten then 
| what he will, they are ſtill in the dark, and cry ou, 
Ou hat doth Chriſt mean by his threatnings? Thi 
is clear from the practice of the Fews, John 7. 33, 34. 
compared with 35. and 36. werſes. Chriſt threaten; 
 *#hem' with this, Ma little while I aw with you, and thn 
Ig. unte him that ſent me N ſhall ſeek me, and ſhalt ut 
fond me: and where I am, thit her ye cunuot come. Now, what 
bdinders them to make application of this threat ning 
Lt is in verſes 35, 36. What manner of ſaying ir this ib, 
be ſaid, N ſball ſeeł me, and ſhall not Hud me : and where! 
, thither qs cannot tome; will he go tothe diſperſed ams 
ebe Gentilet, and teach the Gentiles Iy So they knew act 
the meaning of the threatning, and that hinders them 
to apply. it, | SOM +. OAT: 5 N 
The fourth Reaſon why many perſons make not ap- 
= plication of the threatnings, and it is ignorance of their 
= own. condition. Some perſens will be living under 
uch a fin, and yet when that fin is threatned, they 
will net apply it, beeauſe they know not their ſin, 
chere not ſome perſons; that will not take with 
ing for theit worldly mindedaeſs, becauſe they 
call -thert worldly mindedneſs, frugality? Are there 
ee perſons, that when a Miniſter threatens z. 
| deen, they will not take with it, be. 
muſe they think their preſumption, faith & confidence: 
An ere there not many things threatned againſt Hy* 
posriſie, and few of them applyed, and this is, be- 
py neg 3 nec ſincerity; oa 5 
% This marts the application of threatnings to 
wany, becauſe Gol bath a. min to deſtroy- them; 
8 5 > 5 | 
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Wherefore they do net apply threatnngs : Thit 184 
ile werd which is ipoken of the ſors: of Eli, in 


7 Same 2. 2 Not wit handing t bey brarkened not unto the 4 
We of their Father, becauſe the Lord wenld ay them. Swe 


ul heth a mind re deſtroy, and therefore they de 'L 
Sr 2ppiy threamnings. © © 
There is this ſixth ground why -perſpns-will not 
5 4 


e application of threatnings, and it is becauſe ar- 
inarly d ie high thoughts 
kthemſelves, and too much ſelf. love? There is ne- 
hing marrs the spplication of threuerngs ſo much as? 
elf. love: we have no will to believe any ſad! things uq . þ 
ene eee, Seto, 53 
Liſtly, There is this which macrs the application ef 
breatnings, ond it is our not know ing what a ſadand 4 
inful thing it is to ſlight, and not apply threstnings; 
jd confeſs, I think it a queſtien that is hard to deter- 
nine, whether the flighting of promiſes, or the fligat - 
ing of Commands, or the ſlighting of N 1 
de rg, Apex ? Zut T am fure ef this, aur ſligbt- 
ing of Threatnings, is che riſe of our flixbting of Fre- 
miles, and likewiſe the riſe: of our lighting: of Com- 
mands. Now I ſball ſay no more O thav ye were 
2 to heirken to Cod, that Chriſt might nos 
e provoked to depart from you, end take hit ffrewell 
And to kim who is able to help you to hold him it“ 
the breaking of the day, we'deſtre to give PtaiſGGG. 
— | * : ate 1 1 _ an — 
"SERMON IN | 
Micah 6. 6. The'Lord's voice eryeth unte the City, and the i 
| the man. of wiſdom ſhall ſee' thy Name, hear 56 the Rid, j 
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ud who bath appointed is. ; + 
2 . 5 My A EO, Fas , 5 22 Ea 0 4" 'Y 
I is not mueh though a Chriſtian be put in 4. furnece, 
. hot n eimer more than ordinary, if ene in the fer 
«ud likeneſs of the gn of Man walk up and down with Bir in 
MW [wncce Is it not Chriſt's preſence which taakes 
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"  n wildernefs like the garden of the Lord? Is it c 


_ "Chriſt's preſence which makes affliktons pleaſant f 
t not Ghrit's preſence which makes a Crown of 
WG Thorns, a Crown of Joy? Is it not Chriſt's preſence jt 
= which makes Heaven pleaſant? And muſt it not vi 

+ Chriſt's preſence that muſt make the Earth pl-aſin WP 
"lo? IT confeſs, deſertion under the Crofs ryone ofth WE 
moſt ſad and afflicting Diſpenfotiens which a Chitin 
van meet with : But however, ere long there wil bei 
bleſſed exchange of cups, that in ſtead of the cup of 


= © bitterneſs, which is preſented re'a Chriſtizn to drink 
(while he is here below) he ſhall bare a cup of eter- 
nal canſolations that is above, preſented unto him from 
the hand of che Lord) oy oO 7 
I think « Chriſtian may be poor in poſſeſſion, but, 
rich in bope, I think a Chriſtian may not have much, 
2s to his fenſible enjgyments, but may not he caſt up 
his cyes unte the eternal inheritance; and cry out, 
bene is my portion, in that land are my linen cat? Thee 
ue theſe four things that I would fay unto y vu, before 
1 1 r on HH i 
The f/f thing which I would have you taking no · 
dice of, is this, there Tre three things which a Chriſti 
an my meet with which are uiſpeakable Pics, 
Sometimes a Chriftian may meet with an unſpeakebl 
Ft Sorrow, ſo that he cinnot make Language of it, be. 
— cauſe of the anxiety of his Heart, but is forced to «| 
out that Word, My ffroak is heavier than my gr09"'"s 
FCecondly, A Chriſtian may meet with an unſpe:kable 
Mercy, he may meet with ſuch,a Mercy and token of 
Love from the hand of the Lord, that if he were pil, 
te it, be could not make language of it, he could f 
no More to the commendatien of his mercy, but this 
© what fhall I ſay*more? be hathTpoken it, and himſelf hath aone 
it. Thirdly, A Chriſtian may meet with an unſpeok* 
able joy; he. may be brought to that caſe and cont 
tion, that he cannot make language of his joy, sccot. 
Ag to that word, 1 Ert. 1. 84 Believing, ye rij vet vil 


in unſpeakable and full of Glory, _ 


. . ay : 2 Secondly, 
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5 Secondly, L would have you taking notice of this, that 
eis exceeding much ofthe cencernment of a Chriſti- 
co believe and cloſe with this tiuth, that thete is 
Wor a grain weight of affliction in his Cup, which ini. 
Wc wiſdom doth not think fit ſhould be there, aud 
bich iofinit love did not put there: To know and 
Weſt upon this, that infinit wiſdom ard infinite love 
is at the mixing of the Cup, ( and his tender heart 
vill carve no moe out to us than we are able to bear) 
his is an help to patience. >. he. oe 

Thirdly, I would have you takiag notice of this, 1 
think there are ſome Ch:iſtiars that are forced to bleſs 


„ God more for their croſſ:s than their mercy, and that 
they have been forced in their darkeſt nights, to cr7 
out, 1s if good for me that I have been affited, 2 
ch, There is this fougchly, which I would have you ta? 
King notice of, that the croſs of a . Chriſtan it hath "nM 
it wo faces, an outward face and an inward face, and the 
out ward face of the croſs oftentimes ſeems the moſt i 
oe unplesſaat; but O! If a Chriſtian could win to ſee the 
| intide of his croſs, he might ſit down by the rivers of 
0. 3%, and there.pen Songs of praiſe to God, even 
ti, WF praiſe for this, that he hath been afff ed 3. O! it is con- 
„ forrable to the Chyiſtizn that Chriſt hath gone to ol 
ble heaven by the way of che croſs, that his bleſſed feet i 
be: bath troden chat way, and that his precious lips hath i 
ry WW ivak of that Cup, ß. ll 
1. But to come to the words, we told you that there 
ole vas five things in the words, to be conſidered 3 Fri, 
of That there was an excellen# exhortation given to than 
"ut people of Iſrael and Samaris, which in ſhort is thi 1 g 
yer ge the whict of the Rod, and who hath appeint it 
us, and from this exhortation ye may take notice of HN 
n five things; Hrſt, That every croſs and fad diſpe 


ſation which a Chriſtian meets with, it hath: a V 
di ind language in it, therefore ſays he, hear the vom 
of the Rod, as if he had ſaid, rake notice What the Roc 
ih WW ys, and what it calls for from you. The ſecond 
wing to take notice of, from this cc mmand and ehe; h i 
En ry 1 
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-Xation is this, th e duty of x. Chriſtian to oh. 7 
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fromthe Rod; do you norknow this, that when the 
Ceanſe bf 2 diſcaſe it knowh, it is half healed 7 So wien 

ea that God hath. in ſending Rods, is known and 
up; we may fay, it is halt removed. 
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urfrom the Croſs. 154), This is the ge why,s | 

briſtiza canner profit by rhe Rod, tilſhe-knon The 

oice..and meaning ot it, be cannot, win to fd 
Aoſing y eh this truth, tha: God js imtht Rod, ae 
Ni to the knowledge of the voice of the Rod id fore 


ure, there is nothing mote will kelp a Ch iſtin jo 
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to ety out, God is in the Rod, than this his knowing 
the reaſon of God's Xontending with him =” 
There is this fifth conſideration that we would pre 
=! JANE TNT ney be long under z Rod, before i: 
no the voice and language we conceiv. thi 
is clear in d Sam. 21. i, whereWtheLand of !-«:/is un. 
der three years, famine, before*David could take up 
the reaſon of God's conrending with them: it is not 
to be ſuppoſed but David had made frequent Suplich 
tions to God for underſtanding the meaning of thit 
Rod, and yet there are three years interveening bt 
ieee he can know it. 
Tube laſt Confideracion that we would propoſeunta 
=. you, when Chriſtian wins to take up tue voice and 
=  Janguege of the Rod, he ought not to delay, but pie. 
ſentiy go about and Anſwer it, this is clear in the prc- 
dice ot Did, when he ke the reaſon of God's con. 
= tending with him, he imm: qdistly ſets about to remave 
it. [confeſs it is a fault amongſt many, they are 
+ "more deſi:ous to have their Croſſes removed, than to 
have their Croſſes ſaactified unto them; ſome pray to 
have the bi:rerneſs out of the croſs, mare than to have r 
the bitterneſs of fin removed out of the Crols. al 
Viso in ſpeaking to th firſt ching in che words; 
vir. That every Rod and Hiſpenſation of God, hatha 
Voice and language in it , I ſhall ſpeak a little de. 


; | 5 0 theſe four things ; Fit, How hri 12g may will 10 

take up the meaning ofthe Rod in particular“ E 
"i ons. Secondly, 1 would ſpeak a little to fme m-{iaked 
= in taking up the voice and language of ſach. 2 Rod and 
= afliting Diſpenſation. Thirdly, Iwou'd ſpeak ta thiß 
4 : how \ Chriſtian may, be helped#t> gv ob. dience te 
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che voice of th. Rod - Fourthly, I {hall ſpeak 3 lite 
3 ſpecis yoices och the Rod © 2 
| E emes bath; As for the frſt of theſe, % how, a C97 
ien may wie to toke! ud the meaning of che Ro. 
| and ed Diſpenſa:ion, Tſhal preſcribe unto you the 
— 88 
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fill tell you 
ut te, of w 


hat Song 


may be gone. And ſecond! 
orld where to find him, 
nſtance of Mary, and in Jeb 2 
oit God, but aiſo he knoweth not where to find him. 
ſecond caſe which Chriſt hath exceeding good 
Or Lord, that 
vin him That caſe or queſtion which 4 
aud was put to. Jb. 9. 36. O will net Chr iſt ſweetly. re- 
queſtien ? Is there zt per 
et ion, - Who is Chriſt that 1 may believe in hm 
thi:d cafe or queſtion which Chriſt hath excee- 


kill to reſolve; is this, Who is the 


to J queſti 


eit gegn 
{bt queſtion? go to, hriſt, and be con ſweerlyreſolye i 
The fourth queſtion which 0 rift cin 


Mt to you. Fi 
ves that ,queſtion which Poul hadi s 


belt reſol 


Rod; This is remarkably clear in t 
ene. 25. 22, Where Rebects being undes ſuch a 
dar cular Rod, ond ſhe knew nor G | 
= hg went and enquired of the Lord, and the recei= - © 
MESS 2 particular and diſtinct anſwer ro her cafe; and 
0 bs alfoclear in the practice of David, 2 Samuel 21 
ail being under a great Rod of Famine; David went 
| enquired of the Lord concerning the meaning of 
and he met with a diſtin& anſwer | 
e wiſe clear in Job o. 2. where Job being in the dax, 
ncerning the meaning of the Rod, he defires rhag 7 
% would ſhew him wherefore be contends with him.. Þ 
1 ſad caſes which a Chliſtian may be 
ich Chriſt is an excellent reſelver. Tk 
rſt caſe which-a. Cnriſtiaa may be put to, Which 
hriſt hath exceeding good Skiſl to reſolve and it is 
g 1. . Tell me, O thou whom my ſoul lover h, where 
” feedeft, where thou mok:ſt thy flecks to ref t non, &e« 
hen a Chriſtian knoweth not where Chriſt is fee 
ng, to go te him, he will ſweetly reſolve that 


that 
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Gods way in ir, theres? 


ion; for e may know this; a Chriſtian -may be 
drought to theſe two ſteps of Deſeition; Firſt, Chriſt - 4 
y. Ve know not irf all the 
as in J. 20, 13. as that © 
3. 3. Job hath not only _ 
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d Skil to reſolve, Good Maſter, what ſpall I d 
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iz brou * this Strait, | know whe ebe mii f the Lind, 

Aud what ſhall1 do te theo, O theu preſerver of men? When| 

| which Chriſt can ſwecr!yrefolve,is i che words be 

to it but this, The Sacrificrs of + he Lord are u broker. end 

| N 's even to make ſerious ſupplication to od, that he 

| x the Rod was timed tothee when thy Heart was go der 
tie Rod be timed waro a Chriſtian when he is much R 

multy in geing about Duties, then by J appe trance 


=_ bes to go to Chriſt te get reſolved, when a perſon 
go to God and hümbly ask Ol why am 156u;> There Wil 

is this ſixth caſe; and it is Job 7. 20» I bau fruned, 

| thou art put to this caſe, Chiiſt cen anſwee \»ectly 

chus, O- artrowledge thin, iniguny. The: laſt co 

* | foce the Text, Mherewith ſhall I come before the Lord * [f 

thou be put co this que ion ; noanfwer cad be given 

| con:rite heart. Now chis is the firſt way how A Chriſtin 

may win'toknow the voice and meangnigg of the Rod; 

= would make known to them his Name 

There is this ſecond Way by Which Christian my 

win to know the Voice and Meaning of the Rod. if 

mach aiſtence from God, that probabty is the meaning 

of che Rod, ir.1s good for thee te draw near to G; Oc. if 

taken up in pu: uit after the things ef the Wos d, and 

itchy Rod rryſt thee when thou art under much For- 

cher is che Voice of the Rod to thee, te ftir wp thy [elf 


te tate hold en 2%; So if 'n Chriſtian would win to 
* know the meaning of che Rod, let him compu 

4 5 prefent flame with the timing of the Rod unto 
The third Wey how Chriſtian may win to kn 
= the Voice and Meanmg of the Rode is by feflecking 
enſche mnnetf and cirgumfrances at the Rad; For ti 
is cerrain/ the ſins of a people er perſom may be engit 
ven on elle Rod an very lezible Letters, rt bet he 204 
rum in ay rrail them: There are ſomerimes that the Ro 
Kort peach out lin- ſe plainly; chat we nerd not £1 
interpret it - this is clear, Junge 1, 627. there i» ſucl 
u Relstien betwirt Adonibezet'e and hi 
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146 ei een s,, 
. ce Ribe he voice and meaning ( 
the e 16. s Conſidering, that all the R 
| . and Difſpen(Mions which a Chriſtian meets with, ha 
dne of theſe three ends. Firſt, The Rod is either (« 
do Chriſtian, that he may mortifie his predominul 
= _. Idols: Or Secondly, Fer exerciſe of his predominullf 
| + . Grace. Or ſe, thirdly, That he may be pu 
1 the exerc e of that which ought.to. be his predo | 
LORIE ER Eg 7, cc: OY 
A Theſe are Voices and Languages of the Croſs whit 
a Chriſtian meets with: And I would only. by the v 
= ſay theſe two things to you, Firſt, It is eaſter to be 
od patiently, which is ſor the trial. & exerciſc 
dur predominant Grase, than to bear à rod patient 
W -;hichis for the mortifying of qur predominant ide 
A Therc is no Red Which a. Chriſtian, can bear wor! 
= _ than the Red which ſtrikes at the root of his pred 
minänt idols ? So a proud Man he can bear any cr 
peter nor reproach: ; ind a worldly minded man c 
1 Hear any . croſs better than poverty; ſs the crc 
Which ſtands in direck oppoſition to sur predomina 
„ Alols, we have grear difficulty, to bring our Hearts 
patient ſubmiſſion under it; are there not many, t 
© *. © When their Idols are ftriken, they cry out with tb 
man in Judges 16, 24. They haye taken away 1” 
„ gods, and what have I more ; Is it not certain toy” 
IPs when God ſtrikes ſomerimes at the Root of our pre 
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T . ? 
om Heaven 3 and i the Sodomiter be taken up wien 
are of Luſt, God will bring down fire from Heaven 


or! r! ˙7§ĩ Tt: 
4 2 "th ſecond-thing which we promiſed to ſpeak ' 
ie unte, was te ſome miſtakes which Chriſtians * 
Fe concerning the meaning 1 n 
ad firſt, many think (Indeed) the croſs ſpeke 
rath when it ſpeaks Love, and ſame when thex 
trot reed. Love in the hand of God, they think, it 
impoſſible | Love in his 'hearg: ſeme think | 
Love and he Rod cannot be together at all: I ſay, © 
pd may neverTove a perfon more nor when he is cor= . vl 
Qing him. But firſt, I would ſay to « perſon under 
at miſtake, we never know by any ef theſe things, 
hether love 6r hatred belongs to the perſon that is af 
ided, Fr all things heppes alike to all © A. it happens © 
the fool fo it happens to the wiſe wan, te thi" righteous, . * 
bn at to the "wicked. Secondlie, I would ſay this to 
te Believer that is under this miſtake,” ke read, 
kong that reads Wrath only upon tlie Croſs; for 
1s cettain Love is Written in dark Cheraſters upon 
und the ſpiritual Man may reid them: Hence it 
, Heb, 15 We art commanded to remember 
e Exhortation--that ſpeaks unte us, as unto Sons: 
e, deſpiſe tbas net the. chafining of th: Lend, wor fains © 

bn thou art rebuked of him; fer whom the Tard loverb. © 
thafnath, and [ceurgeth every Son whowe he recei vet. 
The ſecond miſtake concerning the meaning of the 
fols, is, ſome think that God can never anfwer ir 


pers, ſo long as he is plaguing them, according to 
at ſtrange Divinity, Feb 9. 16. If T bad called; and 
ad anſwered me, yet would I net believe that 
tad hexrkened unte my voice: Se this is themiſ- 
all the anſwers of their prayers are nothing, 1 
be contsnding With chem. 
Tie third great miftake:concernivg the meaning of 
Nod, is, Then perſons begin to diſpute their in 
ben they meer with ſuch a Rod and ſad: diſpen- 
an, and: when: they do not (iadeed) a e 1 
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. The reaſon of God's 'conrendingiwith them, when k 
puts them into the Fürnace, preſently to fie down, uu 
nie their confidence, and caft away their hoy. 
=_ ry We great miſtake of the meaning ii 
WY - The fourth great miſtake of the voice and langu 
of God's threatning Rod, yp ng chin le | 
ligion but vanitie,ond an empty thing under the cr6h 
| « Chriſtian my be e . to this, now. I would not 
"= give A plack for Godlineſs, it is net worth at all, 28 it 
=. clear from Pfalm 73, 13. where he tate, Rotice, be nu 
e every, morning e the wicked war in piper 
deu bim, be crys out; Verily 1 have waſbid my haut 
= Jn innoconcy, and: clianſed my haart in vain; yea, it i 
= hard for a perſon not to caſt off Religion, when God 
is contending with him. O, ik is hard to have 2 great 
þ reſpekt upon the ways of Godlineſs under the croſs. 
There is this ifch miſtake under the croſs. and itis 
do diſpute the fellowſhip « Chriſtian hath with Cod, 
recording to that ward of Gideon, Judg. 6. 13. If thi 
Lord be With us, how then is all this evil come uper 
wy us}? The Chriſtian" will cry out, I cannot reconcile 
1 * ©, God's heart end his hand, I cannot reconcile love i 
=_ God and his being with me, and this croſs and Rod 
Nes thirdly, I would ſpeak a little to this. hot 


? A2 Chriſtiavmay be helped to obey the voice of the Rod 
and we conceive if ye will take along theſe things wit 
| 3 — * 1 to obey what the Rod calls fo 
af JWur gags, .. ID 
= And firithen, if the Rod cull for the mortifying 
= ſuch a particular Luſt and Idol, it is incumbent for y0 
& preſently. to ſit do wa, and bring up your hearts to 
ſpirituaſ deteſtation of ſuch an Idol that if God be pt 
| miſhing you for your Idols, ye müſt ſubſcribe a bill 
divorce to them, and cry out, wb have I any more 10 
wi idols? and ſay to them, ges gow hence, and 
chem away 60 the moles ond bat. 
here isadecond way te help how a Chriſtian m 
Vin ta the obediencg of the voice of the Rod, and 
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1 Idol, I intreat yu prefently fir down and ſtu- 
. 1 72 diſadvantage of ſuch an idol, ftudy alſo what 


ud there is by keeping thy ſoul conſtantly knit to 
"Sr "he when e the Rod is to thee, Or ,, 
WE. ice ſuch an Idol, or ſuch a Dalilab, thou muſt” 

en ſtudy to know what it is to thy diſadvantage to: - 
ep ſuch an Idol, and what: is it to tay. diſadvantage: . Þ 
o quite it! Iconfeſs there are ſome that their-Idels 

re mortiſied to their light, before they are mortiſiec 
o their affections ; yes there are ſome they |} 
weaconſtrained,mortification, their Idols ate mor- 


bl 


# ified,” and die to them, before they be mortified-to +! 
i beit Idols. 2 77 | 1 1 


Thirdly, If ee of the Rod be this, ftir up i 


4 uch a Grace, and be much in the exerciſe and practice 
f it ;thenl ſay, ſtudy to know that there is as much 

ti piritual advantage in the real and ſpiritual, exerciſe of 

1d uch a Grace; - as ye can loſe by all the Reds ye can 


meet with Is it not certain that Jeb gained as much 
ſpiritual advantages by the exerciſe of his Faith, ud 
of his Patience 3 yea, much more than in loſing all the 
things that he loſt ! If a Chriſtian once knew that 


of dus riches conſiſted in the exerciſe of his Grace, there 

ou weuld not be a'Rod: ſent for the Trial and Exer“) 

od eiſe of his Grice, but he would take it chearfullyin 

„F own ares: [0 oo Gm), 4+ 4 hl 
The fourth way: bow a- Chriſtian may be helped ta 


vin to obey the voice of the Rod, and it is, if the voice 
of the Rod be for the tryal of thy predominant grace, Ml 


PL - 

je en forthe exerciſe ef it, then 1 la, conſider this, that | 

ro Wie tryal and. exerciſe of thy predominanr- Glace bx 
pt he Rod, it ſhall have ((if it be. ſanttiſied) a glorieus 
11 ercellentiſſue and pence, it is the Red that hachi 8 


dot noble advantages,that is immediatly ereRted-fam 
tryal of chy predominint grace. 
The fixth- way hows” Chriſfian may win to obe ß 
the Voice of the Rod; and it is, if the Voice of tha 

l be, that chou ſhould ſer about the exerciſa of ſuck? iſ 
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d Daty, then endeavour. ſetiouſſy chat all impediment, 
i and lets to that Duty be latd afide;; as if the Croſi 

= calls for _ ex#ciſe of Faith, or if the Croſs call for 

my theexercife of Prayer, then Iſay, remove all things 

WY that may be impediments to hinder thee from the exi- 

Wy ciſc thereof ; or from the exerciſe of Faith; leave (u 

were) thy ſervants and thy Aſſes at the fuot of 

yy the Mounczin, ant go thou up and ſacrifice all thy 
idols and luſts. N ; o a Me 1, 1. | 

Tue fevench and laſt way how a Chriſtian may be 
= hclpcd co win te obey * dhe Voice of the Rod, if the 

VM vite of che Rod be to be much in the exerciſe of ſuch 

duty, then ſtudy to have the luſtre ef duty, and the 
= beauty thereof commended unto thee. O! prayer is 
ching which doth much good unto us. I think this 
is the treaſon why Gd hath contended with my, that 
be would make duties ſweet to them, and he would 

= make ſin bitter. 160 
Nos tbe fourth thing that I ſhall ſpesk a little 


noto, is, what.ought to be a Chriftans duty while he is ö 


= walking under a filent Rod, and knoweth not the Voice 
B of it, and I would give you theſe five directions how 
A Chriſtin ſhould carry himſelf under a ſilent Rod. 
= Fir ho would know God to be juſt, though heknow- 
eh not for What he contends with him. 
Socendly, He would be ſerinus in making Supplica* 
= tions to-God; to know the diſtin& meaning of ſuch i 
S Rod; 1iconfels ſometimes we take the Rod to be ſilent, 
becauſe. we cannot hear the Voice of it;; but often- 
times che fileace of the Rod. is from this.thet we know 
voesche Voice of ic, and we hear it not, though be 
ar s in an audible language ; but if aChriſtun 
i a fileac Rod, it becomes him then to 60 to 
| r 1 Bill de ſe no mori, ſhow me 
| -mherurn 1 hav; ande. i nnen | 4 : 
WW There. is this third direction which I- would gi: 
e Ahriſtian under à ſilent Rod, he weuld be ſeri 
ous to know hat is the reeſon af God's keeping ni 
en him in dach a Red: Tür, when th 
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| Go 6 131 
d is dark, and The, Croſs is Kent, it is ſuitzble then 
ey what is the ae this, that God doth not 
t me underfland the voice and language of the Rod? 
[confeſs there may be ſad things binted at when 
lod puts a Chriſtien under, dark and dumb croſſes, 
bwever, although it be ſo, I think it is good for 
to be walking ſubmiſſively in the dark, for he will 
aide the blind in the way they koow not; ſome- 


mes it is bettet for us to have dumb and ſileut croſ · 
s, than to have a ſpe>king Feen,, 


The fourth direction, the Chriſtian would fu iy 4 
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may fall into; Firſt, he may fall into that blaſph- i 
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I there no balm in Giltad ; and is there no Phyſician ther ? 
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nah, He would. take up unſpeakable Love therein. 
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ments of a Chriſtian are tryſted to the time of his 


being under the Croſs: when wis it that Feceb ſaw 
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Lin the open fields? When was it that "theſe three 


& Children faw Chriſt in the likeneſs'of the Son of Man? 


it net when they were in the Furnace, when it 


or Chrift ? When wa it that Exekir! ſaw the viſions 
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ang at the Tight hand of God? Was it not when they 
Were Fening him to | death for the ' Teſtimony of 
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was hot ſeven times more than orditarly? When war 
Bat that Jobs got fuch s viſion of Ged? Was it not 
ben le was in the Iſle of Patme; for the Teſtimeny 


Jeſus Chriſt ? 1 ſay, the moſt remarkable enjoyment | 
of a Chriſtian are tryfted under the Croſs, according. 


icerning the Croſs, Ofrentimes God tryſts joy to 2 
Ehriftian under the Crois, when a Chriſtian is begin. 
Mie is mire" apptiirante of a darkneſs coming. en. Yet even 
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ching as many/toke it ta be. The firſt expreſſion is in 
that word, Jam. 1. 2. My brethrew, count it all j5y vb. 
ye fall inte divers Temptations, There. are two e in 
that expreſſion, which may make it ſtrange ; Firſt, A 
Chriftian ſhould count it all joy; It had not been ſo 
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There is very much happineſs in ſuch a lot and diſpen- 
ſation.” Some of us think there is no people ſo curſe 

as theſe who are afflicted. But I ſay, « Chriftians afflic 
tions are fle * Mereies and Bäſſings. The third 
ſtrange Expreſſion which oY commend the Creſi 
70 5.22. At defiraifion and famine ſbalt thou laugh, G 
Not to have a {ad look ( « it were) for all che Croſſe 
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Expreſſion which may cemmend the Croſs, is that word 
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comfort him ſalf with this, that kis Saviour wis pur rol 
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